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VOL. III. 


THE PIRATE. 


CHAPTER I. 

The witch then raised her witherM arm. 

And waved her wand on high. 
And, while she spoke the mutter'd charms 

Dark lightning fill'd her eye. 

Meikle. 


tc 


This should be the stair,^ said the Udaller, 
blundering in the dark against some stepJ» of in^ 
gular ascentp— ^' This should be the stidr^ unless 
my memory greatly fail me ; ay, and there she 
sits,^ he added, pausing at a half-open door, 
^^ with all her tackle about her as usual, and as 
busy, doubtless^ as the devil in a gale of wind.^ 

As he made this irreverent comparison, he en. 
tered, followed by his daughters, the darkened 
apartment in which Noma was seated, amidst 
a confused collection of books of various Ian* 
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guages, parchment scrolls, tablets and stones in* 
scribed with the straight and angular characters 
of the Runic alphabet, and similar articles which 
the vulgar connected with the exerdse of the for- 
bidden arts. There were also lying in the cham-^ 
ber, or hung over the rude and ill-contrived 
chimney, an old shirt of mail, with the head- 
piece, battle-axe, and lance, which had once be* 
longed to it ; and on a shelf were disposed, in* 
great order, several of those curious stone-axes^ 
formed of green granite, whidi are often found in 
these islands, where they are called thunderbolts 
by the common people, who usually preserve them 
as a charm of security against the effects of light- 
tang ; alqo a stone sacrificial knife, used perhaps 
for iibmolating human victims, and one or two 
of the t^'azen implements cajQed Celts, die puis, 
pose of w)^h has troubled the repose of so many 
antiquaries. A variety of other artides, some of 
which had neither name noir were capable of de^ 
iM!riptien, lay in confusion abdiit the apartment ; 
and in one eorner^ on a quantity of withered sea;. 
weed, reposed what seemed, at first view, to be a 
Jaige unshapely dog^ but, wken seen more dose- 
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ly, proved to be a tame $eal9 which it had been 
Norna^s amuaenlent to domerticate. 

This uncouth favourite bristled up in its eor- 
ner, upon the arrival of so many strangers, with 
an alertness similar to that which a terrestrial dog 
would have displayed on a similar occasion ; but 
Noma remained motionless, seated behind a table 
of rough giranite, propped up by mis-shapen feet 
of the same material, which, besides the old buck 
with which she seemed to be busied, sustained « 
cake of the looarse unleavened bread used by the 
poor peasants of Norway, together with a jar of 
water. 

Magnus Troil remained a minute in silence 
gazing upon his kinswoman, while the angula« 
rity of her mansion inspired Brenda with much 
fear, and changed, though but for a moment, the 
melancholy and abstracted mood of Minna, into 
a feeling of interest not unmixed with awe. The 
silence was interrupted by the Udaller, who, un- 
willing on the one hand to give his kinswoman 
offence, and desirous on the other to shew that he 
was not daunted by a reception so Angular, open* 
ed the conversation thus :— 
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''^ I give you good e^en, cousin NorniH«*my 
daughters and I have come far to see you.^ 
- Noma raised her eyes from her volume, look- 
ed full at her visitors, then let them quietly sink 
down on the leaf with which she seemed to be en« 
gaged. 

^^ Nay, cousin,^ said Magnus, ^^ take your own 
timer— our business with you can wait your lei- 
sure. — See here, Minna, what a fur prospect here 
is of the cape, scarce a quarter of a mile off; you 
may see the billows breaking on it topmast high. 
Our kinswoman has got a pretty seal too-— Here, 
sealchie, my man, whew, whew !^ 

The seal took no further notice of the Udal- 
ler'^s advances to acquaintance, than by uttering 
a low growl. 

<*' He is not so well trained,^^ continued the 
Udaller, affecting an air of ease and unconcern, 
" as Peter MacRaw^s, the old piper of StOTnoway, 
who had a seal that flapped its tail to the tune of 
Caierfae^ajid acknowledged no other whatsoever. 
Well, cousin,"^ he concluded, observing that Nor- 
na closed her book, " are you going to give us a 
welcome at last, or must we go farther than our 
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blood-f elation^s house to seek one, an<Ltbat when 
the evenii^ is wearing late apace ?^ 
: <^ Ye dull and hard-hearted generation, as deaf 
as the adder to the voice of the charmer,^ answer- 
ed Noma, addressing them, ^ why come ye to 
me?— < You have slighted every warning I eould 
give of the coming harm, and now that it hath 
come /Upon you, ye seek my eoimsel when it caa 
avail you nothing.^* 

^^ Look you, kinswoman,^ said the VdaUer, 
with his usual fraskneiss, and boldness of manner 
and accent, ^^ I must needs tell you that your 
courtesy is something of the coarsest ai^ the 
coldest I cannot say that I ever saw an adder, 
in regdrd Xhere are none in these parts; but touch- 
ing my own thoughts of what such a thing may 
be, it cannot be termed suitable comparison 4d 
me or to my daughters, and that I would have 
you to know. For old acquaintance, and certain 
other reasons, I do not leave your house upon the 
instant: ; but as I came hither in all kindness and 
civility, so I pray you to receive me with the Jike, 
otherwise w6 will depart, and leave shame^oo your 
inhospitable thi^shold."^ 
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How!^ said Noma, ^^ dare jou me such 
bold language in the house of one from whom alt 
men^ from whom jrou yourself, come to solicit 
counsel and aid I Thej who speak to the Betm^ 
kennar^ must lower their VGice to her before whom 
winds and wares hush both blast and billow.^ 

^^ Blast and billow may hu^ themselres if they 
willy*^ rq)lied the peremptory Udallery << but that 
will not It I speak in th^ house of my friend as 
in my owd^ and strike sail to none.^ 
• ^^ And hope ye by this rudeness to compel 
me to answ^ to your intarogatories P^ replied 
Nonuu 

** Kinswoman,*' replied Magnus Troil, *^ I 
know not so much as you of the old NorscTsagas^ 
but this I know, that when kempies were wont, 
]ong dince, to seek the habitations of the galLdn^ 
gons and spae-women, they came with their axes 
on their shoulders, and their good swords drawn in 
their hands, and compelled the power whom they 
invoked to listen to and to answer them, ay were 
it Odin himself."^ 

<^ Kinsman,'' replied Noma, arising from her 
seat and coming forward, *^ thou hast spoked 
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weU and in good time for thygelf and thy daugh- 
ters ; for hadftt thou turned from my threshold 
without extorting an answer, moming*s sun had 
never again shone upon you. The spirits who 
serve me ate jealous, and will not be employed in 
aught that may benefit humanity, unless their 
service is commanded by the undaunted importu- 
nity of the brave and the free. And now speak, 
what wouldst thou have of me ?" 

*^ My daughter*s health,^ replied Magnus, 
" which no remedies have been able to restore." 

" Thy daughter's health*'' answered Noma; 
<* and what is the maiden*s ailment P^ 

«* The physician,'* said Troil, •* must name 
the disease. All that I can tell thee of it is——?* 

" Be silent," said Ncwna, interrupting hiin, " I 
know all thou canst tell me, and more than thou 
thyself knowest Sit down all of you— and thou, 
maiden," she said, addressing Minna, ^^ sit thou 
in that chair," pointing to the place she had just 
left, ** <«ice the seat of Giervada, at whose voice 
the stars hid their beams, and the moon herself 
grew pale." 

Minna moved with slow and tremulous ste 
towards the rude seat which was thus indicated 
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to her;, which was ccHnposed of stone, formed in- 
to the shape of a chair by the rough and unskil* 
ful hand of some ancient Gothic artist. 

Brenda, creeping as close as possible to hier fa^ 
tber, seated herself along with him upon a bench 
at some distance from Minna, and kept her eyes, 
with a mixture of fear, pity, and anxiety, closely 
fixed upon her. It would be difficult altogether 
to decypher the emotions by which this amiable 
and affectionate girl wps agitated af, the moment. 
Deficient in her sister^s predominating quality of 
high imagination, and little credulous, of course, 
to the marvellous, she could not but entertun 
some vague and indefinite fears on her own ac- 
count, concerning the nature of the scene which 
was soon to take place. But these were in a man- 
ner swallowed upin her apprehensions on the score 
of her sister, who, with a frame so much weak- 
ened, spirits so much exhausted, and a mind so 
susceptible of the impressions which all around 
her was calculated to excite, now sat pensively 
resigned to the agency of one, whose treatment 
might produce the most baneful effects upon such 
a subject. 

Bjrenda gazed at Minna, who sat in that rudp 
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diair of dark stone, her finely fonned shape and 
limbs making the strongei^ contrast widi its pon- 
derous and irregular angles, her cheek and lips 
as pale as clay, and her eyes turned upward, and 
lighted with the mixture of resignation and ex- 
cited enthusiasm, which belonged to her d^ase 
and her character. The younger sister then look- 
ed on Noma, who muttered to herself in a low 
monotonous manner, as, gliding from one place to 
another, she collected different articles, which she 
placed one by one on the table. And lastly, Breo- 
da looked anxiously to her father, to gather, if pos- 
sible, from his countenance, whether he entertain- 
ed any part of her own fears for the consequences 
of th^ scene which was to ensue^ considering the 
state of Minna'^s health and spirits. But Magnus 
Troil seemed to have no such apprehensions, but 
viewed with stem composure Noma'*s prepara- 
tions ; and appeared to wait the event with the 
composure of one, who, confiding in the skill of a 
medical arUst, sees him preparing to enter upon 
some important and painful operation, in the issue 
of which he is interested by friendship or by af- 
fection. . ) 
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Norim^ meanwhile^ we&t onward with her pr&. 
parations^ until she had placed on the stone table 
a variety of miscellaneous articles^ and among 
the rest, a small diafing dish' full of charcoalj a 
crueibk, and a piece of thin sheet-lead. She then 
spoke aloud — ^* It is well that I was aware of 
your coming hither—- ay, long- before you your- 
self had resolved it— how should I else have beeA 
prepared for diat which is now tobedone? — Maid- 
en,^^ she continued, addressing Minna, ^* where 
lies thy pain P'* 

The patient answered, by pressing her hand to 
the left edde of her bosom. 

" Even sb,^ replied Noma, " even so-r-'tis the 
site of weal or woe. And you, her father and her 
sister, think not this, the idle speech of one who 
talks by guess^— if I can tell the ill, it may be that 
I shall be able to render that less severe, which 
may not, by any aid, be wholly amended.— The 
hear1>— ay, the heart—touch that, and the eye 
grows dim, the pulse fails, the wholesome stream 
of our blood is choked and troubled, our limbs 
decay like sapless sea*weed in a summer^s sun ; 
our better views of existence are passed and gone ; 
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what remains is the dream of lost happiness, or 
the fear of ineritable eviL But the Reimkenhar 
must to her work^^well it is that I have prepared 
the means.'* 

She thi5ew ofif her long dark«coloared mantle, 
and stood before them in her short jacket of light* 
blue wadmfaal, with its skirt of the same stuff, 
fancifuliy embroidered with black velvet, and 
bound at the wmst with a chain or girdle of siU 
ver, formed into singular devices. Noma next 
undid the fiUet which bound her grizzled hair, 
and shaking her head wildly, caused it to fall in 
dishevelled abundance over her face and around 
her shoulders, sp as almost entirely to hide her 
features. She then placed a small crucible on 
the chafing dish already mentioQed,-^ropped 
a few drops from a vial on the charcoal below, 
—pointed towards it her wrinkled fore-finger, 
which she had previously moistened with liquid 
from another small bottle, and said with a deep 
voice, " Fire, do thy duty;"— and the words 
were no sooner spoken, than, probably by some 
diemical combination of which the spectator]^ 
were nol aware, tfie chanroal which was ^nder 
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the crucible became slowly ignited ; while Norna, 
as if impatient of the delay, threw hasUly back 
her disordered tresses, and, while her features 
reflected back the sparkles and red light of the 
fire, and her eyes flashed from amongst her hair 
like those of a wild animal from its cover, blew 
fiercely till the whole was in an intense glow. 
She paused a moment from her toil, and mut- 
tering that the elemental i^irit must be thanked, 
recited in her usual monotonous, yet wUd mode 
of chaunting, the following verses-^ 

" Thou 80 needfiil^ yet so dread^ 
'With, cloudy crest^ and wing of red ; 
Thou^ without whose genial breath 
The North would sleep the sleep of death ; 
Who deign'st to warm the eottage hearth. 
Yet hurls proud palaces to earih^*^ 
Brightest, keenest of the Powers, 
Which form and rule this world of ours. 
With my rhyme of Runic, I 
Thank thee for thy agency." 

She then severed a portion from the small 
mass of sheet-lead which lay upon the table, and, 
placing it in the crucible, subjected it to the ac- 
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tion of the lighted clmrcoal, and, as it melted, she 
sung— 

'^ Old Reimkennar^ to thy art 
Mother Hertha sends her part ; 
Sbe^ whose gradoiu bounty gives 
Needful food for all that lives. 
From the deep mine of the Norths 
Came the mystic metal jfbrth> 
Doom'd^ amidst disjointed stones. 
Long to ceai* a champion^s bones^ 
l)isinhnmed my charms to aid- 
Mother Earthy my iSianks are paid.** 

She then poured out some water from the jar 
^ into a large cup, or goblet, and sung once more, 

as she slowly stirred it round with the end of her 
staff— 

'^ Girdle of our islands dear. 
Element of Water, hear ! 
Thou whose power oan overwhelm 
Broken mounds and ruin'd reahn 

On the lowly Belgian strand ; 
All thy fiercest rage can never 
Of our soil a furlong sever 

From our rOck-defended land ; 
Play then geAtly thou thy part. 
To assist old Noma's art/' 
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She then, with a pair of [nncers, removed the 
crucible from the chafing dish, and poured the 
lead, now entirely melted, into the bowl of water, 
repeating at the same time — 


'^ Elements each other greeting, 
QifiB and power attend your meeting V 


The melted lead, spattering as it fell into the 
water, formed, of course, the usUal combination 
of irregular forms which i» familiar to all who in 
childhood have made the experiment, and from 
which, according to our childish fancy, we may 
have selected portionts bearing some resemblance 
to domestic articles— the tools of mechanics, or 
the like. Norna seemed to busy herself in some 
such researches, for she examined the mass of 
lead with scrupulous attention, and detached it 
into different portions, without apparently being 
able to find a fragment in the form which she 
desired. 

At length she again muttered, rather as speak- 
ing to herself thwi to her guests, " He, the View- 
less, will not be omitted,««fhe will have his tribute 
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even in the work to which he gives nothing.-— 
Stem compiler of the clouds, thou also shalt hear 
the voice of the Reimkennar.'* 

Thus speaking, Noma once more threw the lead 
into the crucible, where, hissing and spattering 
as the wet metal touched the ddes of the red-hot 
vessel, it was soon agmn reduced into a state of 
fusion. The Sybil meantime turned to a comer 
of the apartment, and opening suddenly a win- 
dow which looked to the north-west, let in the 
fitful radiance of the sun, now lying almost level 
upon a great mass of red clouds, which, boding 
future tempest, occupied the edge of the horizon, 
and seemed to brood over the billowsof the bound- 
less sea. Turning to this quarter, from which a 
low hollow moaning breeze then blew, Nomaad«« 
drespe(I the spirit of the winds, in tones whidi 
seemed to resemble his own : — 

'* Thou^ ihat over InllowB dark 
^ Safely send'st the fisher's bark^— 

Giving him a path and motion 
Through the wilderness of ocean ; 
VOL. III. B 


18 THE PIRATE. 

. Thou^ that when the billo¥rs brave ye, 
' ^; O'er the shelves can'st drive the navy, — 

Did'st thou chafe as one n^lected, 
• Whik thy brethren were respected ? 
To appease thee, see, 1 1^ 
This Aill gi9sp of grizzled hair ; 
Oft thy breath hath through it sung. 
Softening to my magic tongue,— 
Now 'tis thine to bid it fiy 
Through the wide expanse of sky, 
'Mid the countless swarms to sail 
Of wild-fowl wheeling on thy gale ; 
Take thy portion and rejoice, — 
Spirit, thou hast he^d my voice !"— 

' Noma accompanied these words with the action 
which tliey described^ tearing a lock of hair with' 
vehemence from her head, and strewing it upon 
the i^nd as she continued her recitation. She 
then shut the casement, and again involved the 
chamber in the dubious twihght, which best suited 
her character and occupation. The melted lead 
was once more emptied into the water, and the 
various whimsical conformationswhichit received 
from the operation were examined with great care 
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by the Sybil, who at length seamed to intimate, 
by voice and gesture, that her spell had been sue* 
ceissful. She selected from the fused metal a piece 
about the size of a small nut, beaiing in shape 
a close resemblance to that of the human heart, 
and approaching Minna,, again spoke iii song :— * 

" She who dtB by haunted well^ 

Is subject to the Nixies' spell ; 

She who walks on Idnelj beach. 

To the Mermaid's charmed speech ; 

She who walks round ring of green. 

Offends the peevish Fairy Queen ; 

And she who takes rest in the DwariSe's cate, 

A weary weird of woe shall have^ 

*' By ring, by spring, by cave, by shore, 
Minna Troil has braved all this and more ; 
Ahd yet hath the root of her sorrow and ill 
A source that's more deep and more mystical 
stilL"— 

Minna^ whose attention had be^ latterly some- 
thing disturbed by reflections on her own secret 
sorrow^ now suddenly recalled it, and looked 
eagerly on Noma as if she expected to learn from 
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her rhjHEnes something of deep interest The nor- 
thern Sybil, meanwhile, proceeded to pierce the 
piece of lead, which bore the tona of a heart, and 
to fix in it a piece of gold wire, by which it might 
be attached to a chain or neck-lace. She then 
proceeded in her rhyme. 

'^ Thou art within a demon's hold^ 
More wise than Heiaas^ more strong, than TroIM ; 
No syren sings so sweet as he^-— 
No &y springs lighter on the lea ; 
No elfin power hath half the art 
To sooih^ to move^ to wring the hearth- 
Life-blood from the cheek to drain^ 
Drench the eye> and dry the vein* 
Maiden, ere we farther go, 
Doest thou iu>te me, ay or no ?" 

Minna replied in the same rhythmical manner, 
which, in jest and earnest, was frequently used by 
the ancient Scandinavians : — 

** I mark thee, my mother, both word, look, and sign ; 
Speak on with thy riddle— to read it be mine." 

** Now, heaven and every saint be praised I'' 
said Magnus ; ^^ they are the first words to th^ 
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purpose, which she hath spoken these many 
days." 

^^ And they are the last which she shall speak 
for many a month," said Noma, incensed at the 
interruption, *' if you agidn break the progress 
of my spell. Turn your faces to the wall, and 
look not hitherward again, under penalty of 
my severe displeasure. You, Magn^^ Troil, 
from hard-hearted audacity of spirit, and you, 
Brenda, from wanton and idle disbelief in that 
which is beyond your bounded comprehension, 
are unworthy to look on this mystic work ; and 
the glance of your eyes mingles with, and weak* 
ens the spell ; for the powers cannot brook dis- 
trust." 

Unaccustomed to be addressed in a tone so 
peremptory, Magnus would have made some 
angry reply; but reflecting that the health of 
Minna was at stake, and considering that shb 
who spoke was a woman of many sorrows, he 
suppressed his anger, bowed his head, shrugged 
his shoulders, assumed the prescribed posture, 
averting his head from the table, and turning 
towards the wall. Brenda did the same, on re- 
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ceiving a sign from ber father, and both remain* 
ed profoundly silent. 
NoiliiK then addressed Minna once more ;— * 

'' tHark me ! for the word I speak 

Sball bring the colour to thy cheek. 

This leaden heart, ao light of cost. 

The symbol of a treasure lost, 

ThoU'shalt wear in hope and in peace. 

That the cause of your sickness and sorrow may 

cease, 
When crimson foot meets crimson hand 
In the Martyr's Aisle, and iti Orkney-land»"^i— 

Minna coloured deeply at the last couplet, in-^ 
timating, as she failed not to interpret it, that 
Noma was >coidpletely acquainted with the se- 
cret cause of her sorrow. The same conviction 
led the maiden to hope in the favourable issue, 
which the Sybil seemed to prophesy ; and not 
ventunng to express her feelinga in any manner 
more intelligible, she pressed Norna'^s withered 
hand with all the warmth of aifection, first to her 
breast and then to her bosom, bedewing it at the 
same time with her tears, 
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With more of human feeling than she usually 
exhibited. Noma extricated.her band from the 
grasp of the poor ^rl, whose tetors now flow^ 
freely, and then, with more tenderpess of manner 
than she had yet shewn, she knotted the leader 
l^eart to a chain of gold, and hung it around 
Minna^s neck, singing as she performed that last 
branch of the spell, — 

" Be patient^ be patient^ for Patience hath power 

To ward us in danger, like mande in shower ; 

A fairy gift you best may hold 

In a chain of fairy gold ;— 

The chain and the gift are each a true tokai. 

That not without warrant old Noma hi|s spciken ; 

But thy nearest and dearest must never behold 

them. 
Till time shall accomplish the truths I have told 
, them." 

The verses beii^ concluded. Noma carefully 
arranged the chain around her patientV» neck so 
as to hide it in her bosom, and thus ended the 
spell, — a spell which, at the moment I record 
these incidents, it is known has been lately prac- 
tised in Zetland, where any decline of health. 
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without aj^Nurent cause, is imputed by the lower 
orders to a demon having stolen the heart from 
the body of the patient, and where the experi- 
ment of supplying the deprivation by a leaden 
one, prepared in the manner described, has been 
reitorted to within these few years. In a meta- 
phorical sense, the disease may be considered as 
a general one i^ all parts of the world ; but, as 
this simple and original remedy is peculiar to the 
isles of Thule, it were unpardonable not to pre- 
serve it at length,' in a narrative connected with 
Scottish antiquities. - 

A second time Noma reminded her patient, 
that if she shewed, or spoke of, the fairy ^fts, 
their virtue would be lo3t-»a belief so common 
as to be received into the superstitions of all na- 
tions. Lasdy, unbuttoning the collar which she 
had just fastened, she shewed her a link of the 
gold chain, which Minna instantly recognized as 
that formerly given by Noma to M ordaunt Mer- 
toun. This seemed to intimate he was yet alive, 
^and under Nomads protection ; and she gazed oh 
her with the most eager curiosity. But the Sybil 
imposed her finger on her lips in token of silence. 
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and a second time involved the chain in those 
folds which modestly and closely veiled one of 
the most beautiful, as well as one of the kindest 
bosoms in the world. 

Noma then extinguished the lighted charcoal, 
and, as the water hissed upon the glowing em- 
bers, commanded Magnus and Brenda to look 
around, and behold her task ^accomplished. 
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CHAPTER II. 

See fonder woman, whom our swains revere. 

And dread in aecret, while they take her counsel 

When sweetheart shall be kind, or when cross dame shall die ; 

Where lurks the thief who stole the silver tankard. 

And how the pestilent murrain may be cured— 

This sage adviser^s mad, stark mad, my friend ; 

Yet, in her madness, hath the art and canning 

To wring fools* secrets from their inmost bosoms. 

And pay inquirers with the coin they gave her. 

OldPUty. 

It seemed as if Norna bad indeed full right to 
claim the gratitude of the Udaller for the im- 
proved condition of his daughter'^s health. She 
once more threw open the window, and Minna, 
drying her eyes and advancing with affectionate 
confidence, threw herself on her father'^s neck, 
and asked his forgiveness for the trouble she had 
of late occasioned to him. It is unnecessary to 
add, that this was at once granted, with a full. 
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though rough burst of parental tenderness, and 
as many close embraces as if his child had been 
just rescued from the jaws of death. When 
Ma^us had dismissed Minna from his arms, to 
throw herself faito those of her mster, and express 
to her, rather by kisses and tears than in words, 
the regret she entertained for her late wayward 
conduct, the UdaUer thought proper, in the mean- 
time, to pay his thanks to their hostess, whose 
skill had proved so efficacious. But scarce had 
be come out with, ^^ Much respected kinswo* 
man, I am but a plain old Norse*man,'*^— -when 
she interrupted him^ by pressing her finger on 
her lips. 

'^ There are those around us,^^ she said, <' who 
must hear no mcH'tal voice, witness no sacrifice to 
mortalfeelings^— there aretimeswhen they mutiny 
even against me, their sovereign mistress, because 
I am still shrouded in theflesh of humanity. Fear, 
therefore,and be silent. I, whose deeds haverais^ 
me from the low-sheltered valley of life, where 
dwell its social wants and common charities ;-— 1» 
who have bereft the Giver of the Gift which be 
gave, and stand alone on a cliff of immeasurabli^ 
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hdght, detailed from earth, save from the small 
portion that supports my miserable tread-— I alone 
am fit to cope with these sullen mates. Fear not, 
therefore, but yet be not too bold, and let this 
night to you be one .of fasting and of prayer.^ 

If the Udaller had not, before the commence^ 
ment of the operation, been disposed to dispute 
the commands of the Sybil, it may well be be- 
lieved he was less so now, that it had terminated 
to all appearance so fortunately. So he sat 
down in silence, and seized upon a volume which 
lay near him as a sort of desperate effort to di- 
vert ennui, for on no other occasion had Magnus 
been known to have recourse to a book for that 
purpose* li chanced to be a book much to his 
mind, being the well-known work of Olaus Mag- 
nus, upon the manners of the ancient Northern 
nations. The book is unluckily in the Latin 
language, and the Danske or Dutch were either 
of them much more familiar to the Udaller. But 
then it was the fine edition, which contains repre- 
sentations of the war-chariots, fishing exploits, 
warlike exercises, and domestic employments of 
the Scandinavians, executed on copperplates; 
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and thus the information which the work refused 
to the understanding, was addressed to the eye, 
which, as is well known both to old and young, 
answers the purpose of amusement as well, if not 
better. 

Meanwhile the two Asters, pressed as dose to 
each other'^s side as two £owers on the same stalk, 
sate with their arms reciprocally passed over each 
other'^s shoulder, as if they feared some new and 
unforeseen cause of coldness was about to snatdi 
them from each othef*s side, and interrupt the 

T 

sister-like harmony which had been but just re- 
stored. Noma sat opposite to them, sometimes 
revolving the large parchment volume with which 
they had found her employed at thrar entrance^ 
and sometimes gazing on the sisters with a fixed 
look, in which an interest of a kind unusually 
tender seemed occasionally to disturb the stem 
and rigorous solemnity of her countenance. All 
was still and silent as death, and the subsiding 
emotions of Brenda had not yet permitted her 
to wonder whether the remaining hours of the 
evening were to be passed in the same manner. 
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when the scene of tranquillity was suddenly in- 
terrupted by the entrance of the dwarf Pacolet, or, 
as the Udaller called bim, Nicholas Strumpfer. 
Noma darted an angry glance on the intruder, 
who seemed to deprecate her resentment by hold^ 
ing up his hands and uttering a babbling sound ; 
then, instantly resorting to his usual mode of con- 
versation, heexpressed himself by avariety of signs 
made rapidly upon his fingers, and as rapidly an- 
swered by his mistress, so that the young women, 
who had never heard of such an art, and now saw 
it practised by two beings so singular^ almost con- 
ceived their mutual intelligence the work of en- 
chaiitmeht. When they had ceased their inter- 
course. Noma turned to Magnus Troil with 
much haughtiness, and said, *^ How, my kins- 
man, have you so far forgot yourself, as to bring 
earthly food into the house of the R^mkennar, 
aild make preparations in the dwelling of Power 
and of Despair, for refection, and wassail, and re- 
veb-y ? — Speak not — answer not,'' she said ; " the 
duration of the cure which was wrougbt even 
now depends on your silence and obedience—* 
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bandy but a single look or word with me, and 
the latter condition of that maiden diali be worse 
than the first.^ 

This threat was an effectual charm upon the 
tongue of the Udaller j though he longed to in- 
dulge it in vindication of his conduct. 

<^ Follow me all of you,^ said Noma, striding 
to the door of the apartment, " and see that no 
one look backward-^we leave not this apartment 
empty, though we, the children of mortality, be 
removed from it." 

She went out, and the Udaller signed to his 
daughters to follow, and to obey her injunctions. 
The Sybil moved swifter than her guests down 
the rude descent, (such it might rather be termed, 
than a proper stair-case,) which led to the lower 
apartment. Magnus and his daughters, when they 
entered the chamber, found their own attendants 
aghast at the presence and proceedings of Noma 
of the Fitful-head. 

They had been previously employed in arran- 
ging the provisions which they had brought along 
with them, StO as to present a comfortable cold 
meal, as soon as the appetite of the Udaller, 
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which was as regular as the return of tide^ should 
induce him to de^re some refreshment ; and now 
they stood staring in fear and surprise, while 
Noma, seizing upon one article after another, 
and well supported by the zealous activity of 
Pacolet, flung thor whole preparations out of 
the rude aperture which served for a window, 
and over the cliff, from which the ancient Burg 
arose, into the ocean, which raged and foamed 
beneath. Vifda, (dried beef) hams, and pickled 
pork, flew after eadi other into empty space, 
smoked geese were restored to the air, and cured 
fish to the sea, their native elements indeed, but 
which they were no longer capable of traversing i 
and the devastation proceeded so rapidly that the 
Udaller could scarce secure from the wreck hb 
silver drinking cup ; while the large leathern flask 
of brandy, which was destined to supply his fa* 
vourite beverage^ was sent to follow the rest of 
the supper, by the hands of Paoolet, who regard* 
ed, at the same time, the disappointed Udaller 
with a malicious grin, as if, notwithstanding his 
own naturid taste for the liquor, he enjoyed the dis* 
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appointment and surprise of Magnus Troil still 
more than he would have relished sharing his 
enjoyment. 

The destruction of the brandy flask exhaust- 
ed the patience of Magnus, who roared out in a 
tone of no small displeasure, *^ Why, kinswo* 
man, this is wasteful madne8S<^where, aod on 
what, would you have us sup ?"" 

^ Where you will,'* answered Noma, *' and 
on what you will-«-*but not in my dwelling, and 
not on the food with which you have pro&ned 
it. Vex my spirit no more, but begone every 
one of you ! You have been here too long for 
my good, perhaps for your own." 

" How, kinswoman !'' said Magnus, ** would 
you make outcasts of us at this time of night, 
when even a Scotchman would not turn a stranger 
from the door ?-*Bethink you, dame, it is shame 
on our lineage for ever, if tlus squall of yours 
should force us to slip cables, and go to sea so 
scantily provided.'' 

^^ Be silent, and depart," said Noma ; ^' let it 
suffice, you have got that for which you came. 

VOL. III. c 
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I have no harbourage for mortal guests, no pro- 
vision to relieve human wants. There is beneath 
the cliff a beach of the finest sand, a stream of 
water as pure as the well of Eildinguie, and the 
rocks bear dulse as wholesome as that of Guiy din ; 
and well you wot, that the well of Eildinguie and 
the dulse of Guiydin will cure all maladies save 
Black Death."* 

« And well I wot,"* said the Udaller, ** that I 
would eat corrupted sea^weed like a starling, or 
salted seal^s flesh like the men of Burraforth, or 
whilks, buckies, and lampits, like the poor sneaks 
of Stroma, rather than break wheat bread and 
drink red wine in a house where it is begrudged 
me.— And yet," he swd, checking himself, *' I 
am wrong, very wrong, my cousin, to speak thus 
to you, and I should rather thank you for what 
you have done, than upbraid you for following 
your own ways. But I see you are impatient — 
we will be all under way presently. — ^And you, ye 
knaves," addressing his servants, " that were in 

* So at least says an Orkney proverb. 
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such hurry with your service before it was lack* 
ed, get out of doors with you presently, and ma- 
nage to catch the ponies ; for I see we must make 
for another harbour to-night, if we would not sleep 
with an empty stomach, and on a hard bed."*^ 

The domestics of Magnus, ahready sufficiently 
alarmed at the violence of Nomads conduct, scarce 
waited the imperious command of their master 
to evacuate her dwelling with all dispatch ; and 
the Udaller, with a daughter on each arm, was 
in the act of following them, when Noma said 
emphatically, " Stop P They obeyed, and agaan 
turned towards her. She held out her hand to 
Magnus, which the placable Udaller instantly 
folded in his own ample palm. 

*^ Magnus,^ she said, " we part by necessity, 
but, I trust, not in anger ?^ 

" Surely not, cousin,'' said the warm-hearted 
Udaller, well nigh stammering in his hastydiscla* 
mation of all unkindness, — *^ most assuredly not 
I never bear ill-will to any one, much less to one 
of my own blood, and who has piloted me with 
her advice through many a rough tide, as I 
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would pilot a boat betwixt Swona and Stroma^ 
through all the waws, wells, and swelcbies of the 
Pendand Firth.** 

*^ Enough,^ said Noma, *' and now farewell, 
with such a blessing as I dare bestow-^^iot a 
word more !— -Maidens,!* she added, <^ draw near, 
and let me kiss your brows."** 

The Sybil was obeyed by Minna with awe and 
by Brenda with fear ; the one overmastered by the 
warmth of her imagination, the other by the na- 
tural timidity of her constitution. Noma then dis« 
missed them, and in two minutes afterwards they 
found tliemselyes beyond the bridge, and stand- 
ing upon the rocky platform in front of the an- 
cient Fictish Burg, which it was the pleasure of 
this sequestered female to inhabit. The night, 
for it was now fallen, was unusually serene, A 
bright twilight, which glimmered far over the 
surface of the sea, supplied the brief absence of 
the summer'^s sun ; and the waves seemed to sleep 
under its influence, so faint and slumberous was 
the sound with which one a£ter another rolled on 
and burst against the foot of the cliff on which 
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tbey stood. In front of them stood the rugged 
fortress, seeming, in the uniform greyness of the 
atmosphere, as aged, as shapeless, and as massive, 
as the rock on which it was founded. There was 
ndther aght nor sound that indicated human ha- 
bitation, save that from one rude shot-hole glim- 
mered the flame of the feeble lamp by which the 
Sybil was probably pursuing ber mystical and 
nocturnal studies, shooting upon the twilight, in 
which it was soon lost and confounded, a single 
line of tiny light ; bearing the same proportion 
to that of the atmosphere, as the aged woman and 
her serf, the sole inhabitants of that desert, did 
to the solitude with which they were surrounded. 
For several minutes, the party, thus suddenly, 
and unexpectedly expelled from the shelter where 
they had reckoned to spend the night, stood in. 
silence, each rapt in their own separate reflec- 
tions. Minna, her thoughts fixed on the mysti- 
cal consolation which she had received, in vain 
endeavoured to extract from the words of Norna> 
a more distinct and intelligible meaning; and the 
Udaller had not yet recovered his surpnse at the 
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extrusion to which he had been thus whimsically 
subjected, under circumstances that prohibited 

him from resenting as an insult, treatment, which, 

* 

in all other respects, was so shocking to the genial 
hospitality of his nature, that he still felt like one 
disposed to be angry, if he but knew how to set 
about it. Brenda was the first who brought mat- 
ters to a point, by asking where they were to go, 
and how they were to spend the night. The 
question, which was asked in a tone, that, amidst 
its simplicity, had something dolorous in it, chan- 
ged entirely the train of her father^s ideas ; and 
the unexpected perplexity of their situation now 
striking him in a comic point of view, he laughed 
till his very eyes run over, while every rock around 
him rung, and the sleeping sea-fowl were startled 
fix>m th^r repose, by the loud hearty explosions . 
of his obstreperous hilarity. 

The Udaller'^s daughters, eagerly representing 
to their father the risk of displeasing Noma by 
this unlimited indulgence of his mirth, united 
their efforts to drag him to a farther distance from 
her dwelling; Magnus, yielding to their sti^ngth. 
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^hich, feeble as it was, his own fit of laughing ren- 
dered him incapable of resisting, sufiered himself 
to be pulled to a considerable distance from the 
Burg, and then escaping from their hands, and 
sitting down, or rather suifering himself to drop, 
upon a large stone which lay conveniently by the 
way-side, he again laughed so long and lustily, 
that his vexed and anxious daughters became 
afraid that there was something more than natu- 
ral in these repeated convulsions. 

At length his mirth exhausted both itself and 
the Udaller^s strength. He groaned heavily, 
wiped his eyes, and said, not without feeling 
some desire to renew his obstreperous cachinna- 
tion, ^^ Now, by the bones of Saint Magnus, my 
ancestor and namesake, one would imagine that 
being turned out of doors, at this time of night, 
was nothing short of an absolutely exquisite jest ; 
for I have shaken my sides till I am sore at it. 
There we sat, made snug for the night, and I 
made as sure of a good supper and a can as ever 
I had been of either, — and here we are all taken 
aback ; and then poor Brenda^s doleful voice, and 
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melancholy question, of What id to be dotie> and 
where are we to sleep ? In good faith, unless one of 
those knaves, who must needs torment the po(H* 
woman by their trencher-work before it was want, 
ed, can make amends by telling us of some snug 
port Under our lee, we have no other course for 
it but to steer through the twilight on the bear- 
ing of Burgh- Westra, and rough it out as well 
as we can by the way. I am sorry but for you, 
girls ; for many a cruize have I been upon when 
we were upon shorter allowance than we are like 
to have now«««^I would I had but secured a mor- 
sel for you, and a drop for myself; and then 
there bad be^ but little to complain of.^ 

Both usters hastened to assure the Udaller 
that they felt not the least occasion for food. 

** Why, that is well,^^ said Magnus ; '* and so 
being the case, I will not complain of my own 
appetite, though it is sharper than convenient. 
And the rascal, Nicholas Strampfer,^^what a leer 
the villain gave me as he started the good Nantz 
into the salt-water ! He grinned, the knave^ like 
a seal on a skerry .•~Had it not been for vexing ^ 
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my poor kinswoman Noma, I would have sent his 
mis-begotten body, and mis-shapen jolterhead, 
after my bonny flask, as surely as Saint Magnus 
lies at EirkwaU T 

By this time the servants returned with thepo* 
nies, which they had very soon caught— these sen* 
»ble animals finding nothing so captivating in the 
pastures where they had been suflered to stray, 
as inclined them to resist the invitation again to 
subject themselves to saddle and bridle. The 
prospects of the party were also considerably 
improved by learmng that the contents of their 
sumpter-ponies* burthen had not been entirely 
exhausted, — a small basket having fortunately 
escaped the rage of Noma and Pacolet, by the 
rapidity with which one of the servants had 
caught up and removed it. The same domestic, 
an alert and ready-witted fellow, had observed 
upon the beach, not above three miles distant 
from the Burg, and about a quarter of a mile 
off their straight path, a deserted SkiOj or fisher- 
man^s hut, and suggested that they should occu- 
py it for the rest of the night, in order that the 
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ponies might be refreshed, and the young ladies 
spend the night under cover from the night air. 

When we are delivered from great and serious 
dangers, our mood is, or ought to be, grave, in 
proportion to the peril we have escaped, and the 
gratitude due to protecting Providence. But few 
things raise the spirits more naturally, or more 
harmlessly, than when means of extrication from 
any of the lesser embarrassments of life are sud- 
denly presented to us ; and such was the case in 
the present instance. The Udaller, relieved from 
the apprehensions for his daughters suffering 
from fatigue, and himself from too much appe- 
tite and too little food, carolled Norse ditties, as 
he spurred Bergen through the twilight, with as 
much glee and gallantry as if the night^ride had 
been entirely a matter of his own free choice* 
Brenda lent her voice to some of his choruses, 
which were echoed in ruder notes by the servants, 
who, in that simple state of society, were not con- 
sidered as guilty of any breach of respect by min- 
gling their voices with the song. Minna, indeed, 
was as yet unequal to such an effort ; but she 
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oompelled herself to assume some share in the 
general hilarity of the meeting ; and contrary to 
her conduct since the fatal morning ^hich conclu- 
ded the Festival of Ssunt John, she seemed to take 
her usual interest in what was going on around 
her, and answered with kindness and readiness 
the repeated inquiries concerning her health, with 
which the Udaller every now and then interrupt-* 
ed his carol. And thus they proceeded by night, 
a happier party by far than they had been when 
they traced the same route on the preceding morn- 
ing; making light of the difficulties of the way, and 
promising themselves shelter and a comfortable 
nighfs rest in the deserted hut which they were 
now about to approach, and which they expect- 
ed to find in a state of darkness and solitude. 

But it was the lot of the Udaller that day to 
be deceived more than once in his calculations. 

" And which way lies this cabin of yours, 
Laurie ?*" said the Udaller, addressing the intel- 
ligent domestic of whom we just spoke. 

** Yonder it should be,^ said Laurence Scholey, 
" at the head of the Voe — ^but, by my faith, if it 
be the place, there are folks there before us— 
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God and Saint Bonan send that they be canny 
company !^ 

In truth there was a light in the deserted hut, 
stnmg enough to glimmer through every chink 
of the shingles and wreck-wood of whidi it wa» 
constructed^ and to give the whole cabin the ap* 
pearance of a smithy seen by night . The uni- 
versal superstition of the Zetlanders seized tipon 
Magnus and his escort. 

They are Trowes,** said one vcnoe. 
They are witches^^ murmured another. 
They are mermrndsy**^ muttered a third ; <^<ni. 
ly hear their wild singing r 

All stopped ; and, in effect, some notes of mu« 
dc were audible, which Brendu, with a voice 
that quivered a little, but yet had a turn of arch 
ridicule in its tone, pronounced to be the sound 
of a fiddle. 

"Fiddle or fiend,'' swd the Udaller, who, 
if he believed in such nightly apparitions as had 
struck terror into his retinue, certainly feared 
them not — ^ fiddle or fiend, may the devil wash 
me if a witch cheats me out c^ supper to-night, 
for the second time.'' 
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So saying, he dismounted, clenched his trusty 
truncheon in his hand, and advanced towards 
the hut, followed by Laurence alone ; the rest of 
his retinue continuing stationary on the beach, 
beside his daughters and the ponies. 
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CHAPTER III. 

What hoj my jovial mates ! come on I we*ll frolic it 
Like fairies frisking in merry moonshine, 
Seen by the curtal friar, who, from some christening 
Or some blithe bridal, hies belated cell- ward — 
He starts, and changes his bold bottle swagger 
To churchman*s pace professional, and ransacking 
His treacherous memory for some holy hymn. 
Finds but the roundel of the midnight catch. 

Old Play. 

The stride of the Udaller relaxed nothing of 
its length or of its firmness as he approached the 
glimmering cabin, from which he now heard 
distinctly the sound of the fiddle. But if still 
long and firm, his steps succeeded each other ra- 
ther more slowly than usual ; for, like a cautious, 
though a brave general, Magnus was willing to 
reconnoitre his enemy before assailing him. The 
trusty Laurence Scholey, who kept dose behind 
his master, now whispered into his ear, " So help 
me, sir, as I believe that the ghaist, if ghaist it be, 
that plays so bravely on the fiddle, must be the 
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ghaist of Master Claud Halcro, or his wraith at 
least; for never was bow drawn across thainii 
which brought out the gude auld spring of * Fair 
and Lucky,' so like his ain.'' 

Magnus was himself much of the same opi- 
nion ; for he knew the blithe minstrelsy of the 
spirited little old man, and hailed the hut with a 
hearty hilloah, which was immediately replied 
to by the cheery note of his ancient mess-mate, 
and Halcro himself presently made his appear- 
ance on the beach. 

The Udaller now signed to his retinue to 
come up, whilst he asked his friend, after a kind 
greeting and much shaking of hands, *^ How the 
devil he came-'to sit there playing old tunes in so 
desolate a place, like an owl whooping to the 
moon?" 

" And tell me rather, Fowde,** said Claud 
Halcro, " how you came to be within hearing of 
mei — ay, by my word, and with your bonny 
daughters too ? — Jarto Minna and Jarto Brenda, 
I bid you welcome to these yellow san^s — and 
there shake hands, as glorious John, or some 
other body, says upon the same occasion. And 
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how came you here like two fair swans, making 
day out of twilight, and turning all you step up- 
on to ^ver ?^ 

*^ You shall know all about them presently,^ 
answered Magnus ; ^^ but what mess-mates have 
you got in the hut with you ? I think I hear 
some one speaking.^ 

"None,'' replied Claud Halcro, ** but that 
poor creature the Factor, and my imp of a boy, 
Giles« I-^but come in-*come in-^-hSre you will 
find us starving in comfort-— not so much as a 
mouthful of sour sillochs t& be had for love or 
money.** 

" That may be in a small part helped,** siud 
the Udaller ; " for though the best of our su{^)er 
is gone over the Fitful crags to the sealchies and 
the dog-fish, yet we have got something in the 
kit stili.-— Here, Laurie, bring up the vifda,^ 

^^ JoJctdy Jckttl r * was Laurence's joyful an- 
swer; and he hastened &r the basket, while the 
party entered the hut. 


♦ c7oArt£/,— Yes, sir ; a Norse expression still in common 
use. 

15 
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Here, in a cabin which smelled strongly of dried 
fish, and whose sides and roof were jet-black 
with smoke^ they found the unhappy Triptolemus 
Yellowley, seated beside a fire made of dried sea- 
weed, mingled with some peats aud wreck-wood; 
his sole companion a bare-footed yellow-haired 
Zetland boy, who acted occasionally as a kind of 
page to Claud Halcro, bearing his fiddle on hid 
shoulders, saddling his poney, and rendering him 
similar duties of kindly observance. The discon^ 
solate agriculturist, for such his visage betoken- 
ed him, displayed little surprise, and less anima^ 
tion, at the arrival of the Udaller and his compa- 
nions, until, after the party had drawn close to 
the fire, (a neighbourhood which the dampness 
of the night*air rendered far from disagreeable,) 
the paniet was opened, and a tolerable supply of 
barley-bread and hung beef^ besides a flask of 
brandy, (no doubt smaller than that which the 
relentless hand of Pacolet had emptied into the 
ocean,) gave assurances of a tolerable supper. 
Then, indeed, the worthy Factor grinned, chuck^ 
led, rubbed his hands, and inquired after all 
friends at Burgh- Westra. 

VOL. III. B 
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When they had all partaken of thw needful 
refreshment, the Udaller repeated his inquiries at 
Halcro, and more particularly at the Factor, how 
diey came to be nestled in such a remote comer 
lAt such an haar of night. 

^ Maister Magnus Troil,^ said Triptolemus, 
when a second cup had given him spirits to tell 
his tale of woe, ^* I would not have you think 
that it is a little thing that disturbs me. I came 
of that grain that takes a sair wind to shake it. 
I have seen many a Martinmas and many.a Whit* 
Sunday in my day, whilk are the times peculiarly 
grievous to those <^ my craft, and I could aye 
Inde the bang ; but I think t am like to be dung 
ower a^hegither in this damned country c£ your6 
-— Gude forgie me for swearing->4Hit evil com^ 
mnnication corrupteth good manners.*** 

** Now, Heaveji guide us,*" said the Udai- 
ler, ** what is the matter with the man ? Why, 
man, if you will pat your plough into new land, 
you must look to have it hank on a stone now 
and then-— You must set us an iexam|^ of pa- 
tience, se^ng you com^ here for our improve- 


ment.'" 
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<< And the de'il w&s in my feet wbtn I did flo,^ 
«ud the Factor ; ^^ I had better have «et lujself 
to improve the caini on Clodmaben*^ 

*^ Bat what is it, after aU,"^ md the Udaller, 
*^ that has befalleiii you ?*— what la it that you 
complain of ?^^ 

<^ Of every thing that has cfaanced to me mwt 
I laxided on this isJand, whkb I believe was ac« 
cursed at the very cneation^^ said the agricuHu- 
rist, ^^ and assigned as a fitdug station for sor« 
ners, thieves, whores, (I beg the ladies^ pardon,) 
witcfaesi bitches, and evil spirits.^ 

" By my faith, a goodly catalogue^" said Mag- 
nus ; ^^ and there has been i^e day, that if I had 
heard you give out the half oi it, I should havjk 
turned improver myself, and have tried to amend 
your manners mth a ciidgeL'^ 

« Bear with me,'' j»id the Factor, « Master 
Fowde, or Master Udaller, or whatever else they 
may call you^ and as you are strong be pitiful, 
and consider the lucklese lot of any inexpericneed 
person who lights iipon' this earthly paradise of 
yours. He asks for db-iak, they faring him sour 
whey<«*4io diifmragemeat to your brandy > Fowde, 
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which is excelleiit-— You ask for meat^ and they 
bring you sour fish that Satan might choke up* 
on-«You cal} your labourers together and bid 
them work ; it prores Saint Magnuses day, or 
Sunt Ronan'^s day, or some infernal saint or 
other— -or else, perhaps, they have come over the 
bed with the wrong foot foremost, or they have 
seen an owl, or a^rabbit has crossed them, or they 
hare dreamed of a roasted horse— -in short, no- 
thing is to bedone.— Give them a spade, and they 
wosk as if it burned their fingers ; but set them 
to dancing, and see when th^y will tire of funk- 
ing and flinging.^ 

*^ And why should they, poor bodies,^ said 
Claud Halcro, ^' as long as there are good fiddlers 
to play to them ?** 

*^ Ay, ay,^ said Triptolemus, shaking his head, 
<^you are a proper person to uphold them in such 
a humour. Well, to proceed : — I till a piece of my 
best ground ; down comes a sturdy beggar that 
wants a kail-yard, or a planta-cruive, as you call 
it, and he claps down an inclosure in the middle 
of my bit shot of corn, as lightly as if he was 
baith laird and tenant, and gainsay him wha likes, 
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there he plants hU kail-plants ! I sit down to my 
sorrowful dinner^ thinking to have peace and 
quietness there at least ; when in comes one, two, 
three, four, or half a dozen of skelping long lads, 
from some foolery or anither, misca** me for bar- 
ring my ain door against them, and eat up half 
of what my sister^s providence— and she is not 
over bountiful— has provided for my dinner. 
Then in comes a witch with an ellwand in her 
hand, and she raises the wind or lays it, which 
ever she likes, majors up and down my house as 
if she was mistress of it, and I am bounden to 
thank heaven if she carries not the .broadside of 
it awav with her !" 

** Still,'' said the Fowde, " this is no answer to 
my question— -how the foul fiend I come to find 
you at moorings here ?"* 

" Have patience, worthy sir,^ replied the af- 
flicted Factor, " and listen to what I'have to say, 
for I fancy it will be as well to tell you the whole 
matter. You must know, I once thought that I 
had gotten a small God-send, that might have 
made all these matters eaaer.'' 
** How^ a Xrod-send ! Do you mean a wreck. 
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Master Factor P^ exclaimed Magnus ; '^ shame 
upon you, that should have set example to 
others T 

** It was no wreck,^ said the Factor ; ** but if 
you must needs know, it chanced that as I raised 
a bearih^stane ip one of the old chambers at 
StDurburgh) (for my sister is minded that there 
is little use in mair fire^plaoes about a bouse but 
one, and I wanted the stane to knock bear up- 
on)»*^when, what dmuld I light oa but a horn 
full of old coins^ silver the maist feck of them, 
but nV a bit sprinkling of gQid amang them too* 
Weel, I thoyght this was a dainty windAV and 
so thought Babie^ and we were the mair willing to 
put up with a place where there were siccan braw 
nest-eggs^^and we slade down the stane cannily. 
over the horn, which seemed to me to be the very 
eprnucopia, or horn of abundance ; and for fur- 
ther security^ Babie wad visit the room maybe 
twenty times in the day, and mysell at an orra 
time, to the boot of a* that.'' 

« On my word, and a very pretty amusement,'' 
said Claud Halcro, f^ to look over a horn of one'«: 
own siller. I questicm if glorious jTohli JDryden 
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ever eigoyed such a pastime in his life-^I am sure 
I never did.^ 

<< Yes^ but you forget, Jarto Claud,^ said the 
UdoUer, ^^ that the Factor was only counting over 
the money for my Lord the Chamberlain. As 
he is 90 keen for his Lordsfaip^s rights in whales 
and wrecks, he would not surely forget him m 
treasure-trove.'' 

<< A-*hem t a-hem i a-he*^e*-hem !^^ ejacula^ 
ted Triptolemus^ seia^ed at the moment with an 
awkward fit of coughing,— -^^ no doubt, my Lord^s 
right in the matter would have been considered, 
be'mg iu the hand of one, though I say it, as just 
as can be found in Angu&-shire. But mark what 
happened of late ! One day, as I went up to see 
that all was safe and «Qiug, and just tp count out 
the share that should have been his Lordship*s-* 
for surely the labourer, as one may call the finder, 
is worthy of his hire^^nay, some learned men say, 
that when the finder, in pdint of trust and in point 
of power, representeth the dommus or lonl supe- 
rior, he taketh the whcde ; but let that passy as a 
kittle q\testipn in a^picibue Juris, as we wont to say 
at Saint Andjiicws^^Well, sir and ladies, when I 
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went to the upper chamber, what should I see but 
an ugsome ill-shaped, and most uncouth dwarf, 
that wanted but hoofs and horns to have made an 
utter devil of him, counting over the very homful 
of siller i I am no timorous man. Master Fowde, 
but judging that I should proceed with caution in 
such a matter-^for I had reason to believe that 
there was devilry in it— -I accosted him in Latin, 
(whilk it is maist becomingto speak to aught whilk 
taketh upon it as a goblin,) and conjured him in 
guminef and so forth, with such words as my poor 
learning could furnish of a suddenty, whilk, to 
say truth, were not so many, nor altogether so 
purely latineezed as might have been, had I not 
been few years at college, and many at the jdeugh. 
Well, sirs, he started at first, as one that heareth 
that which he expects not ; but presently recover- 
ing himself, he wawls on me with his grey een, 
like a wild cat, and opens his mouth, whilk resem- 
bled the mouth of an oven, for the de^il a tongue 
he had in it that I could spy, and took upon 
his ugly self, altogether, the ^r and bearing of a 
bull-dog, whilk I have seen loosed at a fair upon 
a mad staig ; whereupon I was something daunt- 


THE PIRAtE. 57 

edy and withdrew my self to call upon sister Babie, 
who fears neither dog nor devil, when there is 
in question the little penny siller. And truly she 
raise to the fray as I hae seen the Lindsays and 
Ogilvies bristle up, when Donald MacDonnoch, 
or the like, made a start down frae the Highlands 
on the braes of Islay. But an auld useless car- 
line, called Tronda Dronsdaughter, (they might 
call her Drone the sell of her, without farther 
addition,) flung herself right in my sister'^s gate, 
and yelloched and skirled, that you would have 
thought her a whole generation of hounds; where- 
upon I judged it best to make ae yoking of it, 
and stop the pleugh until I got my sister^s assist- 
ance. Whilk when J had done, and we mounted 
the stair to the apartment in which the said dwarf, 
devil, or other apparition was to be seen, dwarf, 
horn, and siller, were as clean gane as if the cat 
had lickit the place where I saw them.** 

Here Triptolenius paused in his extraordinary 
narration, while the rest of the party looked upon 
each other in surprise, and the Udaller muttered 
iJb Claud Halcro — " By all tokens, this must have 
been either the devil or Nichol^,^ Strumpfer ; and 
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if it were him, he is more of a goblin than e'^er I 
gave him credit for, and shall be apt to rate him 
as such in future.^ Then addressing the Factor, 
he inquired— i-^^ Saw ye nought how this dwarf of 
yours parted company ?^ 

'^ As I shall answer it, no,^ answered Tripto* 
lemus, with a cautious look around him as if 
daunted by the recollection, ^^ neither I nor Ba« 
bie, who had her wits more about her, not having 
seen this unseemly vision, could perceive any way 
by whilk he made evasion. Only Tronda said 
she saw him flee forth of the window of the west 
roundel of the auld house, upon a dragon, as she 
averred. But, as the dragon is held a fabulous 
animal, I suld pronounce h^r averment to rest 
upon deceptio visus*'''* 

'^ But may we not ask farther,^^ said Brenda, 
stimulated by curiosity to know as much of her 
cousin Norna^s family as was possible, ^' how all 
this operated upon Mastar Yellowley, so as to 
occasion his being in this place at so unseasonable 
an hour ?'' 

'^ Seasonable it must be, Mistress Brenda, sinor 
it brought us into your sweet company,^ an6wer<« 
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^ Claud Halcro^ whose mercurial bnun far out- 
stripped the slow conceptions of the agriculturist^ 
and who became impatient of being so long silent 
^^ To say the truth, it was I, Mistress Brenda, 
who recommended to our friend the Factor, whose 
house I chanced to call at just after this mis- 
chance, (and where, by the way, owing doubtless 
to the hurry of their spirits, I was but poorly re- 
ceived,) to make a vii^it to our other friend at Fit* 
ful-head, well judging from certain points of the 
story, at which my other and more particular 
friend than either (looking at Magnus) may 
chance to form a guess, that they who break a 
head are the best to find a plaister. And as our 
friend the Factor scrupled travelling on horse* 
back, in respect of some tumbles from our 
popie s ' ■ ^ 

*^ Which are incarnate devils," said Triptole- 
mus idoud, muttering under his breath, ^* like 
every live thing tliat I have found in Zetland." 

** Well, Fowde," continued Halcro, ** I un- 
dertook to carry him to FitfuLhead in my little 
boat, which Giles and I can manage as if it were 
an AdmiraPs barge full manned ; aild Master 
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Triptolemus Yellowley will tell you how seaman- 
like I piloted him to the little haven, within a 
quarter of a mile of Norna'^s dwelling.^ 

" I wish to heaven you had brought me as safe 
back again,^ said the Factor. 

" Why, to be sure," replied the Minstrel, " I 
am, as glorious John says,— - 

A daring pflot in extremity. 

Pleased with the danger when the waves go high, 

I seek the storm — ^but^ for a cahn unfits 

Will steer too near the sands^ to shew my wit." 

** I shewed little \^t in entrusting myself to 
your charge,'' said Triptolemus ; ** and you still 
less when you upset the boat at the throat of the 
Voe, as you caH it, when even the poor bairn, 
that was mair than half drowned, told you that 
you were carrying too much sail; and then ye 
wad fasten the rape to the bit sdck on the boat- 
side, that ye might have time to play on the 
fiddle.'' . . >.' 

" What r said the Udaller, " make fast the 
sheets to the thwart ? a most unseamanlike prac- 
tice, Claud Halcro." 
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^* And sae came of it/^ replied the agiicultu* 
rist ; ^^ for the neist blast,— and we are never lang 
without ane in these parts,-— whomled us as a 
gudewife would whomle ^ bowie, and ne'er a 
thing wad Maister Halcro save but his fiddle. 
His puir bairn swam out like a water-spaniel, 
and I swattered hard for my life, w? the help of 
ane of the oars ; and here we are, comfortless 
creatures, that, till a good wind blew you here, 
had naething to eat but a niouthful of Norway 
rusk, that has mair saw-dust than rye-meal in it, 
and tastes liker turpentine than any thing else."** 

*^ I thought we heard you very merry,'' said 
Brenda, " as we came along the beach." 

** Ye heard a fiddle. Mistress Brenda,'' said 
the Factor ; " and maybe ye may think there 
can be nae dearth. Miss, where that is skirling. 
But then it was Maister Claud Halcro^s fiddle, 
whilk I am apt to think, wad skirl at his father's 
death-bed, or at his ain, sae lang as his fingers 
could pinch thairm. And it was nae sma' aggra- 
vation to my misfortune to have him bumming 
a' sorts of springs, — ^Norse and Scots, Highland 
and Lawland, English and Italian, in my lug» as 
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if nothing had happened that was amiss, and we 
all in such stress and perplexity.^ 

** Why, I told you sorrow would never right 
the boat, Factor,^ said the thoughtless minstrel, 
<^ and I did my best to make you merry ; if I 
failed, it was neither my fault nor my fiddlers. 
I have drawn the bow across it before glorious 
John Dryden himself.^ 

^' I will hear no stories about glorious John 
Dryden,^ answered the Udaller, who dreaded 
Halcro^s narratives as much as Triptolemus did 
his music* *^ I will hear nought of him, but one 
story to every three bowls of punch,— it is our 
old paction, you know. But tell me instead, 
what sud Noma to you about your errand ?** 

'* Ay, there was anither fine up-shot,'" said 
Master Yellowley. ^' She wadna look at us, or 
listen to us ; only she bothered our acquaintance, 
Master Halcro here, who thought he could have 
sae much to say wi* her, with about a score of 
questionsabout your family and household estate. 
Master Magnus Troil ; and when she had gotten 
a' she wanted out of him, I thought she wad hae 
dung him ower the craig, like an empty pea-cod.'*' 
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And for yourself ?" said the Udaller. 

" She wadna listen to my story, nor hear sae 
much as a word that I had to say,^ answered 
Triptolemus ; ^* and sae much for them that seek 
to witches and familiar spirits.^ 

** You needed not to have had recourse to 
Noma**s wisdom, Master Factor,^' said Minna, 
not unwilling, perhaps, to stop his railing against 
the friend who had so lately rendered her service ; 
<< the youngest child in Orkney could have told 
you, that fairy treasures, if they are not wisely 
employed for the good of others, as well as of 
those to whom they are imparted, do not dwell 
long with their possessors.^ 

** Your humble servant to command. Mistress 
Minnie,** said Triptolemus; ** I thank ye for 
the hint,— and I am blithe that you have got- 
ten your wit*— I beg pardon, I meant your 
health^nto the barn-yard again. For the trea- 
sure, I neither used nor abused it,— -they that 
live in the house with my sister Babie wad find 
it hard to do either f — and as for speaking of it, 
whilk they say muekle offends them whom we 
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in Scotland call Grood Neighbours, and you call 
Drows, the face of the auld Norse kings on the 
coins themselves might have spoken as much 
about it as ever I did.^ 

" The Factor,"* smd Claud Halcro, not un- 
willing to seize the opportunity of revenging 
himself on Triptolemus, for disgracing his sea- 
manship and disparaging his music, — *' the Fac- 
tor was so scrupulous, as to keep the thing quiet 
even from his master, the Lord Chamberlain; but 
now that the matter has ta^en wind, he is likely 
to have to account to his master for that which is 
no longer in his possession ; for the Lord Cham- 
berlain will be in no hurry, I think, to believe 
the story of the dwarf. Neither do I think, 
(winking to the Udaller,) that Noma gave cre- 
dit to a word of so odd a story ; and I dare say 
that was the reason that she received us, I must 
needs say, in a very dry manner. I rather think 
she knew that Triptolemus, our friend here, had 
found some other hiding hole for the money, 
and that the story of the goblin was all his own 
invention. For my part, I will never l^elieve 
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there was such a dwarf to be seen as the creature 
Master Yellowley desmbes, until I set my own 
eyes on him.^ 

^^ Then you may do so at this moment,^ said 
the Factor ; " for, by — — > (he muttered a deep 
asseveration as he sprung on lus feet in great 
horror,) there the creature is !^ 

All turned their eyes in the direction in which 
he pointed, and saw the hideous mis-diapen fi- 
gure of Pacolet, with his eyes fixed and glaring 
at them through the smoke. He had stolen upon 
their conversation unperceived ^ until the Factor^s 
eye lighted upon him in the manner we have de^ 
scribed. There was soinething so ghastly in his 
sudden and unexpected appearance, that even th^ 
Udaller, to whom his form was familiar, could 
not hdp starting. Nather pleased with himself 
f<Nr having testified this degree of emotion, how« 
ever shght, nor widi the dwarf who had given 
cause to it, Magnus asked him sharply, what was 
his business there? Pacolet replied by produ- 
dug a letter, which he gave to the Udalicr, uU 
tering a sound resembling the w<»d Shogh. 

VOL. III. K 
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*^ That is the Highlandman^s language,^ said 
the Udaller — <^ did^st thou learn that, Nicholas, 
when you lost your own ?" 

Paoolet nodded, and signed to him to read his 
letter. 

^^ That is no such easy matter by fire-light, 
roy good friend,^ replied the Udaller ; <^ but it 
may concern Minna, and we must try*^ 
• Brenda offered her assistance, but the Udaller 
answered, "* No, no, my girl, — Nomad's letters 
must be read by those they are written to. Give 
the knave, Strumpfer, a drop of brandy the 
while, though he little deserves it at my hands, 
considering the grin with which he sent the good 
Nantz down the crag this morning, as if it had 
been as much ditch-water.^ 

^^ Will you be this honest gentleman^s cup- 
bearer—his Ganymede, friend Yellowley, or shall 
I P*"^ said Claud Halcro aside to the Factor ; while 
Magnus Troil, having carefully wiped his spec- 
tacles, which he produced from a large coppeF- 
case, had disposed them <m his nose, and was 
studying the epistle of Noma. 
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^^ I would not touch him, or go near him, for 
all the Carse of Gowrie,^ said the Faetor, whose 
fears were by no means entirely removed, though 
he saw that the dwarf was received as a creature 
of flesh and blood by the rest of the company ; 
'^ but I pray you to ask him what he has done 
with my horn of coin ?" 

The dwarf, who heard the question, threw 
back his head, and displayed his enormous throat, 
pointing to it with his finger. 

*' Nay, if he has swallowed them there is no 
more to be said,**^ replied the Factor ; •* only I 
hope he will thrive, on them as a cow on wet 
clover. He is dame Norna^s servant it^s like,«— 
such man, such mistress ! But if theft and witch- 
craft are to go unpunishedin this land, my Lord 
must find another factor ; for I have been used 
to live in a country where men^a worldly gear was 
keepit from infang and outfang thief, as well as 
their immortal souls from the daws of the deHl 
ftnd his cummers,— ^n and save us !^ 

The agriculturist was perhaps the less reserved 
in expressing his compUunts, that the Udaller was 
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for the present out of hearing, haying drawn 
Claud Halcio apart into another corner of the 
hut. 

*^ And tell me,^ said he, ^* fiiend Halcro, what 
errand took thee to Sumburgh^ once I reckon it 
was scarce the mere pleasure of sailing in part- 
nership with yonder bamade V 

<' In fiuth, Fowde,"" said the Bard, '< and if 
you will have the truth, I went to speak to Noma 
on your affairs.^ 

. •* On ray affairs ?'*' replied the Udaller ; ** on 
what affairs of mine 7^ 

<^ Just touching your daughter's health. I 
heard that Noma refused your message, and 
would not see Eric Scitobester. Now, said I to 
myself, I hare scarce joyed in meat, ot drink, or 
tnusic) or aught else, since Jarto Minna has be^i 
so ill ; and I may say, literally as well as figura- 
tivdy, that my day and night hare been made 
torrowful to me. In short, I thought I might 
have some more interest with old Noma tfaafl 
toother, as Scalds and wise women were always 
accounted sometiting akin; and I undertook the 
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journey with the hope to be of some use to m j 
old friend and his lovely daughter.*" 

^^ And it was most kindly done of you, good 
warm*hearted Claud," said the Udaller, shaking 
him warmly by the hand,— ^' I ever said you 
shewed the good old Norse heart amongst all thy 
fiddling and thy folly. Why, man, never wince 
for the matter, but be blithe that thy heart is 
better than thy head. Well,«-«nd I warrant 
you got no ^swer from Noma ?*" 

*^ None to purpose,^ replied Claud Halcro ; 
*> but die held me close to question about Min- 
na^s illness too, — and I told her how I had met 
her abroad the other morning in no very good 
weather, and how her sister Brenda said she 
had hurt her foot ; — ^in short, I told her all and 
every thing I knew." 

*^ And something more beades, it would seem,^ 
said the Udaller ; << for I, at least, never heard 
before that Minna had hurt herself.^ 

^^ O, a scratch ! a mere scratch !^ said the old 
man ; ^^ but I was startled about it— terrified lest 
it had been the bite of a dog, or some hurt from 
a venomous thing. I told all to Noma, however." 
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f^ And what,^ answered the Udaller, ^' did she 
say, in the way of reply ?^ 

'' She bade me begone about my buaness, and 
told me that the issue would be known at the 
Kirkwall Fair ; and said just the like to this 
noodle of a Factor — ^it was all that either of us 
got for our labour,^ said Halcro. 

" That is strange," said Magnus. ** My kins- 
woman writes me in this letter not to fail going 
thither with my daughters. This Fmr runs 
strongly in her head ;— K)ne would think she in- 
tended to lead thb market, and yet she has no- 
thing to buy or to sell there which I know of. 
And so you came away as wise as you went^ and 
swamped your boat at the mouth of the Voe Y^ 
Why, how could I help it Y^ said the poet. 

I had set the boy to steer, and as the flaw 
came suddenly off shore, I could not let go the 
tack and play on the fiddle at the same time. 
Biit it is all well enough,*^8alt>water never harm- 
ed Zetlander, so he could get out of it ; and, as 
Heaven would have it, we were within man^s 
depth of the shore, and chancing to find this skio, 
we should have done well enough, with shelter and 
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fire, and are much better than well with your 
good cheer and good company. But it wears 
late, and Night and Day must be both as sleepy 
as old Midnight can make them. There is an 
inner crib here, where the fishers slept^-HSome- 
what fragrant with the smell of their fish, but 
that b wholesome. They shall bestow themselves 
there, with the help of what cloaks you have, 
and then we will have one cup of brandy, and 
one stave of glorious John, or some little trifle of 
my own, and so sleep as sound as cobblers.^ 

** Two glasses of brandy, if you pleas^^ said 
the Udaller, ** if our stores do not run dry ; but 
not a single stave of glorious John or of any one 
else to-night.^ 

And this being arranged and executed agree* 
ably to the peremptory pleasure of the Udaller^ 
the whole party conagned themselves to slumber 
for the night, and on^ the next day departed for 
their several habitations, Claud Halcro having 
previously arranged with the Udaller that he 
would accompany him and his dau^tets on their 
proposed visit to Kirkwall. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


By this hand, thoo thiak'tt me as far in the devil's book as 
thou and Falstaff, fbr obduiacy and consisteni^. Let the end tiy 

the man Albeit I could tell to thee, (as to oneit pleases me» 

for fault of a better, to call my friend,) I oooM be sad, and sad 
indeed toa 

Benry IV. Part 2d. 


W« must now change the scene from Zetland 
to Orkney, and request our readers to accompany 
us to the ruins of an elegant, though andent 
structure, called theEarFsPalaoe. These remains, 
though much dilapidated, still exist in the ndgh- 
bourhood of the massdve and venerable fule, which 
Norwegian devotion dedicated to Saint Magnus 
the Martyr, and, being contiguous to the Bishop^s 
Palace, which is also ruinous, the place is impres- 
sive, as exhibiting vestiges of the mutations both 
in Church and State which have affected Orkney, 
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as well as countries more exposed to such con- 
vulsions. Several parts of these ruinous build- 
ings might be selected (under suitable modifica* 
tions) as the model of a Gk)thic mansion, {hto- 
viding architects would be contented rather to 
imitate what is really beautiful in that species of 
building, than to mate a medley of the caprices 
of the order, ccmfounding the military, ecdeaiaa- 
tical, and domestic styles of all ages at random, 
with additional fantasies and combinations of 
their own device, ^^ all formed out of the builder^a 
brain.^ 

The EarPs Palace forms three sides of an ob- 
long square, and has, even in its ruins, the air of 
an elegant yet massive structure, uniting, as was 
usual in the residence of feudal princes, the cha- 
racter of a palace and of a castle. A great ban- 
quetting-hall, communicating with several large 
rounds, or projecting turret-rooms, and having 
at either end an immense chimney, testifies the 
ancient Northern hospitality of the Earls of Ork- 
ney, and communicates, almost in the modern 
fashion, with a gallery, or withdrawing*room, of 
corresponding dimensions, and having, like the 

6 


74 THE PIRATE. 

hall, its projecting turrets. The lordly hall itself is 
lighted by a fine Gothic window of shafted stone 
at one end, and is entered by a spacious and de- 
gant staircase, consisting of three flights of stone 
steps. The exterior ornaments and proportions 
of the ancient building are also Tery handsome ; 
but, being totally unprotected, this remnant of the 
pomp and grandeur of Earls, who assumed the 
license as well as the dignity of petty sovereigns, 
is now fast crumbling to decay, and has suffered 
considerably since the date of our story. 

With folded arms and downcast looks, the pi- 
rate Cleveland was pacing slowly the ruined hall 
which we have just described, a place of retire- 
ment which he had probably chosen because it 
was distant from public resort His dress was 
considerably altered from that which he usually 
wore in Zetland, and seemed a sort of uniform, 
richly laced, and exhibiting no small quantity of 
embroidery ; a hat with a plume, and a small- 
sword, very handsomely mounted, then the con- 
stant companion of every one who assumed the 
rank of a gentleman, shewed his pretensions to 
that character. But if his exterior was so far 
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improved, it seemed to be otherwise with bis 
health and spirits. He was pale, and had lost 
both the fire of his eye and the vivadty of his > 
step, and his whole appearanee indicated melan- 
choly of mind, or suffering of body, or a com- 
bination of both evils. 

As Cleveland thus paced these anci^it ruins, 
a young man, of a light and slc^nder form, whose 
showy dress seemed to have been studied with 
care, yet exhibited more extravagance than judge- 
ment or taste, whose manner was a janty affecta- 
tion of the free and easy rake of the period, and 
the expression of whose countenance was lively, 
with a cast of effrontery, tripped up the staircase, 
entered the ha)l, and presented himself to Cleve- 
land, who merely nodded to him, and pulling his 
hat deeper over his brows, resumed his solitary 
and discontented promenade. 

The stranger adjusted his own hat, nodded in 
return, took snuff, with the air of a petit maitre, 
from a richly chased gold box, offered it to Cleve- 
land as he paced, and being repulsed rather 
coldly, replaced the box in his pocket, folded his 
arms in his turn, and stood looking with fixed 
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attention on his motions whose solitude he hiui 
interrupted. At length Cleveland stojq)ed siiorty 
as if impatient of being hmger the subject of his 
obsenration, and said abruptly, ^< Why can I 
not be left alone for half an hour, and what the 
devil is it that you want ?^ 

'^ I am glad you spoke first^^ answered the 
stranger, carelessly ; << I was determined to know 
whether you were Clement Cleveland, or Cle-. 
mentis ghost, and they say ghosts never take the 
first word, so I now set it down for yourself in Ufe 
and limb ; and here is a fine old hurly-house you 
have found out for an owl to hide himself in at 
. mid-day, or a ghost to revisit the pale glimpses 
of the moon, as the divine Shakespeare says.^ 

** Well, well,** answered Cleveland abruptly, 
<^ your jest is made, and now let us have your 
earnest^ 

" In earnest, then. Captain Cleveland,'* re- 
plied his companion, ^^ I think you know me for 
your fiiend." 

^* I am content to suppose so,'* replied Cleve- 
land. 

^^ It is more than suppoaiticm,''* replied the 
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young man ; " I have proved it— proved it both 
here and elsewhere.**' 

" Well, well,'' answei^ Cleveland, " I admit 
you have been always a friendly fellow— and 
what then ?" 

^^Well, well— and what then?" replied the 
other ; <* this is but a brief way of thanking folks. 
Look you, Captain, here is Benson, Barlow, 
Dick Fletcher, and a few others of us who wish- 
ed you well, have kept your old conurade Cap- 
tain Goffe in these seas upon the look-out for 
you, when he and Hawkins, and the greater part 
of the* ship's company, would fain have been 
down on the Spanish Main, and at the old trade." 

** And I wish to God that you had all gone 
about your business," s^d Cleveland, << and left 
me to my fete." 

** Which would have been to be informed 
against and hanged, Captain, the first time that 
any of these Dutch or English rascals, whom you 
have lightened of their cargoes, came to set their 
eyes upon you, and no place more likely to meet 
with sea-faring men, than in these islands* And 
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here, to screen you from such a risk, we have been 
wasting our precious time here, till folks aregrown 
very peery ; and when we have no more goods or 
money to spend amongst them, the fellows will 
be for grabbing the ship.*" 

** Well then, why do you not sail ofiF without 
me ?'^ said Cleveland — ** There has been fair par- 
tition, and all have had their share — ^let all do as 
they like. I have lost my ship, «nd having been 
once a Captain, I will not go to sea under com- 
mand of Goffe or any other man. Besides, you 
know well enough that both Hawkins and he bear 
me ill-will for keeping them from sinking th^ Spa- 
nish brig, with the poor devils of hegroesonboavdr^ 

" Why, what the foul fiend is the matter with 
thee ?^ sud his companion ; ^' Are you Clement 
Cleveland, our own old true-hearted Clem of the 
Cleughy and do you talk of being afraid of Haw- 
kins and Goffe, and a score of such fellows, when 
you have myself, and Barlow, and Dick Fktcher 
at your back? When was it we deserted you, 
either in council or in fight, that you lAould be 
afraid of our flinching now ? And as for serving 
under Goffe, I hope it is no new thing for gen« 
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tlemen of fortune who are going on the account, 
to change a Captain now and then. Let us alone 
for that. Captain you shall be ; for death rock me 
asleep if I serve under that fellow Goflfe, who is 
as very a blood-hound as ever sucked bitch — ^no, 
no, I thank you — my Captain must have a litde 
of the gentleman about him, howsoever. Besides, 
you know, it was you who first dipped my hands 
in the dirty water, and turned me from a stroller 
by land, to a rover by sea.^ 

" Alas, poor Bunce r said Cleveland, " you 
owe me little thanks for that service.^ 

" That is as you take it," replied Bunce ; *^ for 
my part, I see no harm in levying contributions 
on the public either one way or Mother. But I 
wish you would forget that name of Bunce, and 
call me Altamont, as I have often desired you to 
do. I hope a gentleman of the roving trade has 
as good a right to have an alias as a stroller, and 
I never stepped on the boards but what I was 
Altamont at the least.*" 

" Well then, Jack Altamont," replied Cleve- 
land, " since Altamont is the wor d " 

Yes, but Captain, Jack is not th« word. 
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though Altamont be so. Jack Altamont ? — ^why, 
\i8 a velvet coat with paper lac&— Let it be Fre- 
derick, Captain ; Frederick Altamont is all of a 
piece.'' 

*^ Frederick be it then, with all my heart,^ said 
Cleveland ; " and pray tell me, which of your 
names will sound best at the head of the Last 
Speech, Confession, and Dying Words of John 
Bunce, aUaa Frederick Altamont, who was this 
morning hanged atExecution-Dock, for the crime 
of Piracy upon the High Seas V^ 

" Faith, t caimot answer that question, with- 
out another can of grog, Captain ; so if you will 
go down with me to Bet Haldane's on the quay, 
I will bestow some thought on the matter, with 
the help of a right pipe of Trinidado. We will 
have the gallon-bowl filled with the best stuff you 
ever tasted, and I know some smart wenches who 
will help us to drain it. But you shake your 
head— -youVe not i' the vein ?— Well then, I will 
stay with you ; for by this hand, Clem, you shifl 
me not off. Only I will ferret you out of this 
burrow of old stones, and carry you into sun- 
shine and fair air.-i— Where shall we go ?'' 
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" Where you will,'" sud Clevelanclj ** so that 
you keep out of the way of our own rascals, and 
ail others," 

** Why, then,^ replied Bunce, ^* you and J 
yill go up to the Hill of Whitford) which ovev- 
looks the town, and walk tc^ether as gravely and 
honestly as a pair df well employed attorneys.^ 

As they proceeded to leave the luihous castle, 
Bunce^ turning badk to look at; it, thus address- 
ed his 4pmpanicx)<s 

^^ Hark ye, Capt»n, doest thou know who last 
inhabited this old cock-lofl ?^ 

** An Earl of the Orkneys, they say," replied 
Cleveland. 

'^ And are you avised what death he died of ?'" 
said Bunee ; ^* for I have heard that it was of a 
tight neck-collar — a hempen fever^ or the like." 

** The people here do say," replied Cleveland, 
^^ that his lordship, some hundred years ago, had 
the mishap to become acquainted with the nature 
of a loop and a leap in the air." 

** Why, la ye there now f"said. Biince ; *^ tliere 
was some credit in being hanged in those days, 
and in such worshipful company. And what 
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might his lordship have done ta deserve such 
promotion ?^ 

*^ Plundered the liege subjects, they say," re- 
plied Cleveland ; ^^ slain and wounded them, fired 
upon his Majesty^s flag, and so forth.^ 

*' Near akin to a gentleman rover, then,-^ said 
Bunce, making a theatrical bow towards the old 
building; ^'and, therefore, my most potent, grave, 
and reverend Signior Earl, I crave leave to eall 
you my loving cousin, and bid you mostj^eartily 
adieu. I leave you in the good company of rats 
and mice, and so forth, and I carry with me an 
bonest gentleman, who, having of late had no 
more heart than a mouse, is now desirous to run 
away from his profession and friends Hke a rat, 
and would therefore be a most fitting denizen of 
your Earlship^s palace.^ 

^^ I would advise you not to speak ^o loud, 
my good friend, Frederick Altamont, or John 
Bunce,'' said Cleveland ; ** when you were on 
the stage, you might safely rant as loud as you 
listed ; but, in your present profession, of which 
you are so fond, every man speaks under cor- 
rection of the yard-arm, and a running noose.'' 
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The comrades left the little town of Kirkwall 
in Silence, and ascended the Hill of Whiteford, 
which raises its brow of dark heath, uninterrupt- 
ed by inclosures or cultivation of any kind, to the 
northward of the ancient Burgh of Sidnt Magnus. 
The plain at the foot of the hill was already occu- 
pied by numbers of persons who were engaged in 
making preparations for the Fair of Saint OUa, to 
be held upon the ensuing day, and which forms a 
general rendezvous to all the neighbouring islands 
of Orkney, and is even frequented by many per- 
sons from the more distant archipelago of Zet- 
land. It is, in the words of the Proclamation, 
<^ a free Mercat and Fair, holden at the good 
Burgh of Kirkwall on the third of August, being 
Saint Ollaw's day,^ and continuing for an inde- 
finite space thereafter, extending from three days 
to a week, and upwards. The Fair is of great 
antiquity, and derives* its name from Olaus, 
Olave, Ollaw, the celebrated Monarch of Nor- 
way, who, rather by the edge of his sword than 
any milder argument, introduced Christianity 
into those isles, and was respected as the patron 
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of Kirkwall some time before he shared that ho- 
nour with Saint Magnus the Martyr. 

It was no part of Cleveland's purpose to 
mingle in the busy seene which was here going 
on ; and, turning their route to the left, they soon 
ascended into undisturbed solitude, save where 
the grouse, more plentiful in Orkney, perhaps, 
than in any other part of the British dominions, 
rose in coveys, and went off before them. Having 
eontinued to ascend, till they had well nigh reach- 
ed the summit of the conical hill, both turned 
round, as with one consent, to look at and ad-« 
mire the prospect beneath. 

The lively bustle which extended between the 
foot of the hill and the town, gave life and variety 
to that part of the scene ; then was seen the town 
itself, out of which arose, like a great mass, supe- 
rior in proportion as it seemed to the whole burgh, 
the ancient Cathedral of Saint Magnus, of the 
lieaviest order of Gothic architecture, but grand, 
sdemn, and stately, the work of a distant age^ 
and of a powerful hand. The quay, with die 
shipping, lent additional vivacity to the scene; 
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and not only the whole beautiful bay, which iiefi 
betwixt the promontories of Inganess and Quan<- 
temesB, at the bottom of which Kirkwall is si- 
tuated, but all the sea, so far as visible, and in 
particular the whole strait betwixt the island of 
Shapinsha and that called Pomona, ox the Main- 
land, was covered and enlivened by a variety of 
boats and small vessels, freighted from distant 
inlands to convey passengers or merchandize to 
the Fair of Saint OUaw. 

Having attained the point by which this fair 
and busy prospect was most completely command- 
ed, each of the strangers, in seaman fashion, had 
recourse to his spy-glass, to assist the naked eye 
in considering the bay of Kirkwall, and the nu- 
merous vessels by which it was traversed. But 
the attention of the two companions seemed to be 
arrested by different objects. That of Bunce, or 
Altamont, as he chose to call himself. Was rivet- 
ted to the armed sloop, where, conspicuous by 
her square rigging and length of beam, with the 
English jack and pennon, which they had the 
precaution to keep flying, she lay among the mer- 
chant vessels, as distinguished from them by the 
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trim neatness of her appearance, as a trained sol. 
dier amongst a crowd of clowns. 

" Yonder she lies,** said Bunce ; " I wish to 
God she was in the bay of Honduras^— you cap- 
tain, on the quarter-deck, I your lieutenant, and 
Pletcher quarter-master, and fifty stout fellows 
under us— I should not wish to see these blasted 
heaths and rocks again for one while !— -And cap- 
tain you shall soon be. The old brute Groffe ge^ 
drunk as a lord every day, swaggers, and shoots, 
and cuts among the crew ; and besides, he has 
quarrelled with the people here so damnably, that 
they will scarce let water or provisions go on board 
df us, and we expect an open breach every day,^ 

As Bunee received no answer, he turned short 

« 

round on his companion, and perceiving his aU 
tention otherwise engaged, exclaimed,—- ^< What 
the devil is the matter with you ? or what can 
you see in all that trumpery small-craft, which is 
only loaded with stock-fish and ling, and smoked 
geese, and tubs of butter that is worse than tal- 
low—the cargoes of the whole lumped together 
would hot be worth the flash of a pistol.— No, no, 
give me such a chasQ as we might see from the 
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mast-head off the island of Trimdada Your Don, 
rolling as deep in the water as a grampus^ deep^ 
loaden with rum, sugar, and baJles of tobacco, 
and all the reat ingots, moidores^ and gold dusti 
then set all sail, clear the deck, stand tp quarters, 
up with the.JoUyRoger*— wenearher— wemakjB 
her o^t to be well manned and armed^^ 

" Twenty guns.pn her Ipwer deck,'' said.CleTe» 

^VEorty, if you will,'^ retorted Bunce, "and i^e 
haxebut ten moimted-^nevermind. The Don bla- 
zes away— -never mind yet, my brave lads— run 
her along side, and on board with you — ^to work, 
with your grenadoes, your cutlasses, pole-axesf, 
and pistols-^The Don cries Miserecordin, and we 
sfiare the cargo without co lieencio Seignior.'^ 

" By my faith," said Cleveland, " thou takest 
so kindly to the trade, that all the world may see. 
that no honest man was spoiled when you were 
made a pirate. But you shall not prevail <^ me 


* The pirates gave this name to the black flag^ which, 
with many horrible devices to enhance its terrors, was 
their favourite ensign. 
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td go fkrther iii the deviPs road trith you ; for 
you kntiw youk^lf thki Wh&t is got oVer his back 
is speAt — ^you Wot h6W. In k t<^eft!k> bi" a iddnth at 
most/ the rum aiid the sugar is out, the bides of 
tobdccid have becdme smoke, the liibidor^s, itigots^ 
attd gold du^t, have got out ot oUt hailds, intd 
those of the quidt, hohest, conscientidtis folks vAib 
dwdl at Port Royal and elii^where-trWink hard 
on our trade as long as we have money, but not a 
jot beyond. Then we have cold looks, and it may 
be k bint is given to the Judge Marshal; for when 
dlit po<5kets fere Worth nothing, bur hotiestiHends, 
ratbfei* than watit, Wilt fAak^ money upon our 
heddls. Tlieil comes a high gallows and a short 
hkltei^j sxiA sb dies the Gentlemati Rover. I tett 
thee I Will leave this li*ade ; and when I turn my 
glass frbitt One bf theSe barks attd boats to ano- 
ther, thei^ is hdl the worst of thefti Which t Wbuld 
rtbt row for life, rather than 6btttiiiue to be what 
I h^r^e been. The^e poor men make the »ea a 
means of honest livelihood and friendly commu* 
nication between shore and shore, for the mutual 
benefit of the inhabitants ; but wfc have made it 
a road to the ruin of others, and to our own de. 
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struotion here and in eternity.<*-I am determined 
to turii honest man^ and use this life no longer r 

^' And where will yonr honesty take up its 
abodd, if it please you ?^ said Bunoe.**— ^^ You 
have broke the laws of every nation^ and the 
hand of the law will detect and crush you where* 
ever you may take refuge^^^^Cleveland, I speak 
to you more seriously than I am wont to do. I 
have had my teBections too, and they have been 
bad endugh and bitter enough^ though they laat- 
ed but a fifew minutes^ to fipcnl me weeks of jovi- 
ality» But here is the matter,*«4.what can we do 
but go on as we have done, unless we have a di« 
rect purpose of adorning the yard-arm f^ 

^^ We may claim the b^eiit of the proclama- 
tion to those of our sort who come in and sur- 
render,^ siiud Cleveland. 

" Umph !^ iemswered his companion, drily ; 
'^ the date of that day of grace has been for 
some time over, and they may take the penalty, 
or grant the pardon at their pleasure. Were I 
yoU| I would not put my neck in such a venture.^ 

^* Why, others have beeit admitted but lately to 
favour, and why should not I ?^'* said Cleveland. 
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*^ Ay,^ replied his associate, " Harry Glasby 
and some others have been spared ; but Glasby 
did what was called good service, in betraying 
his comrades, and retaking the Jolly Fortune ; 
and that I think you would scorn, even to be re* 
venged of the 4)rute Go£fe yonder.^ 

" I would die a. thousand times sobner,^ said 
Cleveland. 

<< I will be sworn for it,^ said Bunce; ** and 
the others were forecastle fellows— petty larceny 
rogues, scarce worth the iiemp it would have cost 
to hang them. But your name has stood too high 
amongst the gentlemen of fortune for you to get 
off so easily. You are the prime buck of the 
herd, and will be marked accordingly.^ 

^* And why so, I pray you ?^ said Cleveland ; 
" you know well enough my aim. Jack." 

« Frederick, if you please,** s£ud Bunce. 

** The devil take your folly !— Pr'ythee keep 
thy wit, and let us be grave for a moment.** 

" For a moment — ^be it so,** said Bunce ; " but 
I feel the spirit of Altamont coming fast upon 
me, — I have been a grave man for ten minutes 
already.** 
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^* Be so then for a little longer,^ said Cleve- 
land : ^' I know^ Jack, that you really loye me ; 
and since we have come thus far in this talk, I 
will trust you entirely. Now tell me why shoidd 
I be refused the benefit of this gracious proda^ 
matioo ? I have borne a rough outside, as thou 
knowest; but, in time of need, I can shew the 
number of lives which I have been the means of 
saving, the property which I have restored to 
those who owned it, when, without my jmter- 
cesfflon, it would have been wantonly destroyed* 
In sh(»rt, Bunce, I x»n shew— n — '*" 

<< That you were as gentleatb^ef as Robin Hood 
himself,^ said Bunce, '< and for that reason, I, 
Fletcher, and the better sort amongst us, love you, 
as one who saves the character of us Gentlemen 
Hovers from utter reprobation.— Well, suppose 
your pardon made out, what are you to do next ? 
—what class in society will receive you Pr^with 
whom will you associate? Old Drake, in Queen 
Besses time, could plunder Peru and Mexico 
without a line of commission to shew for it, and, 
blessed be her memory, he was knighted for it 
on his return. And the^e was Hal Morgan, thp 
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Welchman, nearer our time, in the days of merry 
King Charles, brought all his gettbgs home, had 
his estate and his country-house, and who but he. 
But that is all ended now-p-once a pirate, and an 
outcast for ever. The poor devil may go and live, 
shunned and despised by every one, in some ob- 
scure sea-port, with such part of hit guilty earn- 
ings as courtiers and clerks leave him-— for par- 
dons do not pass the seal for nothing ;-'-^nd when 
he takes his walk along the pier, if a stranger 
asks, who is the down-looking, swarthy, mdan^ 
eholy man, for whom all make way, as if he 
brought the plague in his person, the answer 
shall be, that is such-a-one, the pardoned pirate I 
-^No honest man will speak to him,— no woman 
of repute will give him her hand.^ 

** Your picture is too highly coloured, Jack,^ 
said Cleveland, suddenly interrupting his friend ; 
" there are women— there is one at least, that 
would be true to her lover, even if he were what 
yoi* have described.'' 

Bunce was silent for a moment, and looked 
fixedly at his friend. <« By my soul f he said 
at length, " I begin to think myself a conjuror^ 
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Unlikely as it all was, I could not help suspect* 
ing from the beginning that there was a girl in 
the case. Why, this is worse than Prince Volscius 
in love, ha ! ha ! ha T 

. " Laugh as you will,'' said Cleveland,*' it is 
true ;"— there is a maiden who is contented to love 
me, pirate as I am ; and I will fairly own to you, 
Jack, that though I have often at times detested 
our roving life, and myself for following it, yet I 
doubt if I could have found resolution to make 
the break which I have liow resolved on, but for 
her sake." 

"Why, then, God-a-mercy T replied Bunc^, 
<* there is no speaking sense to a madman ; and 
love in one of your trade, Captain, islittle bettor 
than lunacy. The girl must be a raire creature, for 
a wise man to risk hanging for her. But harkye, 
may «he not be a little touched as well as your- 
self I — and is it not sympathy that has done it ? 
§be is, I understand, not one of our ordifiary 
cockatrices, but a girl of conduct and character P" 

** Both are as undoubted as that she is the 
most beautiful and bewitching creature whom 
the eye ever opened upon," answered Cleveland* 
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And die loves thee, knowing thee, most 
noble Captain, to be a commander among those 
gentlemen of fortune whom the vulgar call p- 
rates ?"* 

« Even so-— I am assured of it,^ said Ckve-* 
land. 

** Why, then,** answered Bunce, ** she is either 
mad in good earnest, as I said before, or she 
does not know what a pirate is.^ 

*^You are right in the last point,^ replied 
Cleveland. ^* She has been bred in such remote 
simplicity, and utter ignorance of what is evil, 
that she compares our occupation with that of 
the old Northmen, who swept sea and haven with 
their victorious galleys, established colonies, con- 
quered countries, and took the name of Sea- 
Kings."" 

<< And a better one it is than that of pirate, 
and comes much to the same purpose, I dare 
say,"" said Bunce. <^ But this must be a mettledl 
wench !— why did you not bring her aboard ? 
methinks it was a pity to baulk her fancy.^ 

" And do you think,'* said Cleveland, " that 
I could so utterly play the part of a fallen spirit 
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as to avail myself other enthusiastic error, and 
bring an angel of beauty and innocence acquaint- 
ed with such a heU as exists on board of yonder 
infernal ship of ours ?— I tell you, my friend, 
that were all my former sins doubled in waght 
and in dye, such a villainy would have out- 
glared and outweighed them all,^ 

<< Why, then. Captain Cleveland,^ said his 
confidant, <^ methinks it was but a foofs part to 
come hither at all. The news must one day have 
gone abroad, that the celebrated pirate. Captain 
Cleveland, with his good sloop the Revenge, 
had been lost on the Mainland of Zetland, and 
all hands perished ; so you would have remmned 
hid both from friend and enemy, and might have 
married your pretty Zetlander, and converted 
your sash and scarf into fishing-nets, and your 
cutlass into a harpoon, and swept tlie seas for 
fish instead oCflorins.'*^ 
^[ ^^ And so I had determined,^ said the Captain ; 
^* but a Jagger, as they call them here, like a 
meddling, peddling thief as he is, brought down 
intelligence to Zetland of your lying here, and I 
was fain to set ofl^, to see if you were the consort 
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of whom I bad told them, long beford I thought 
of leaving^ the roving trade.^' 

" Ay,'' said Bunce, " and so far you judged 
well. For as you had heard of our being at Kirk*- 
wall, 60 we should have soon learned that you 
were at Zetland ; and some of us for friendship, 
some for hatred, and some for fear of your play- 
ing Harry Glasby upon us, would have come 
down for the purpose of getting yoq into our 
company again."" 

" I suepected a3 much,* said the Captain, 
<^ and therefore was fain to decline the courteous 
offer of a friend, who proposed to bring me here 
about this time. Besides, Jack, I recollected 
that, as you say, my pardon will not pass the 
seals without mpney, my own was waxing low--* 
no wonder, thou knowest I was never a churl of 
it*-And s o "" ^ 

'* And so you came for your share of tlie 
cobs ?'' replied his friend-^** It was wisely done ; 
and we shared honourably-'-fs^sp far Goffe has 
acted up to articles, it must be allowed. But 
keep your purpose of leaving him close in ydur 
breast, for I dread his playing you some dog's 
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trick or other ; for he certainly thought himself 
sure of your share, and will hardly forgive your 
coming alive to disappoint him.^ 

" I fear him not,'' said Cleveland, ^* and he 
knows that well. I would I were as well clear of 
the consequences of having been his comrade^ tm 
I hold myself to be of all those which may attend 
his ill-will. Another, unhappy job I may be tron- 
bled with — I hurt a young fellow, who has been 
my plague for some time, in an unhappy brawl 
that chanced the morning I left Zetland.'' 

'* Is he dead ?" asked Bunce ^ ^< it is a more 
serious question here, th^i it would be on the 



Grand Caimains or the Bahama Isles, and where 
a brace or two of fellows may be shot in a moni-i 
ing, and no more heard of or asked about them 
than if they were so many wood-pigeons. But* 
here it may be.otherwise ; so I hope you have not 
made your friend immortal." 

" I hope not," said the Captain, ** though my 
anger has been fatal to those who have given me 
less provocation. To say the truth, I was sorry 

VOL. III. G 


98 THE PIRATK. 

for the lad notwitlistaiiding, and especially as I 
was forced to leave him in mad keeping.*^ 

'^ In mad keeping ?^ said Bunce ; ** why, what 
means that ?^ 

•* You shall hear,*^ replied his fiiend. ** In 
the first place, you are to know, this young man 
came suddenly on me while I was trying to gain 
Mimufs ear for a private interview befixre I-set 
sail, that I might explain my purpose to her. Now 
to be broken in on by the accursed rudeness of 
this young fellow at such a momen t > ^ 

<^ The interruption deserved death,^ said 
Bunce, ^^ by all the laws of love and honour V* 

*^ A truce with your ends of plays. Jack, and 
listen one moment. — The brisk youth thought 
proper to retort, when I commanded him to be 
gone. I am not, thou knowest, very patient, 
and enforced my commands with a blow, which 
he returned as roundly. We struggled, till I 
became desirous that we should part at any rate, 
which I could only effect by a stroke of my po- 
niard, which, according to old use, I have, thou 
knowest, always about me. I had scarce done 
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this when I repented ; but there was no time to 
think of any thing save escape and c<»ieealment, 
for if the house rose on me, I was lost ; as the 
fiery old man, who is head of the family, would 
have done justice on me had I been his brother. 
I took the body hastily on my shoulders to carry 
it down to the sea-shore, with the hasty purpose 
of throwing it inta a Hva, as they call them, or 
chasm of great depth, where it would have been 
long enough in being discovered. This done, I 
intended to jump into the boat which I had lying 
ready, and set sail for Kirkwall. But as I walk- 
ed hastily towards the beach with my burthen, 
the poor young fellow groaned, and so apprized 
me that the wound had not been instantly fatal. 
I was by this time well concealed amongst the 
rocks, and far from desiring to complete my 
crime, I laid the young man on the ground, and 
was doing what I could to staunch the blood, 
when suddenly an old woman stood before me. 
She was a person whom I had frequently seen 
while in Zetland, and to whom they ascribe the 
character of a sorceress, or, ad the negroes say, 
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an Obi woman. She demanded the wounded 
man of me, and I was too much pressed for time 
to heatate complying with her request. More 
she was about to say to me, when we heard tlie 
voice of a ally old man, belonging to the fa- 
mily, singing at some distance. She then press- 
ed her finger on her lip as a sign of secrecy, 
whistled very low, and a shapeless, def<Hined 
brute of a dwarf coming to her assistance, they 
carried the wounded man into one of the caverns 
with which the place abounds, and I got to my 
boat and to sea with all expedition. If that old 
hag be, as they say, connected with the King of 
the Air, she favoured me tliat morning with a 
turn of her calling ; for not even the West In- 
dian tornadoes, which wehave weathered together, 
made a wilder racket than the squall that drove 
me so far out of our course, that, without a/pocket- 
compass, which I chanced to have about me, I 
should never have recovered the Fair Isle, for 
which we run, and where I found a brig which 
brought me to this place. But whether the old 
woman meant me weal or woe, here we came at 
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length in safety from the sea, and here I remain 
at land, in doubts and difficulties of more kinds 
than one.^ 

*< O the devil take the Sumburgh-head,^ said 
Bunce, " or whatever they call the rock that you 
knocked our clever little Revenge against !*" 

<^ Do not say I knocked her on the rock,^said 
Cleveland ; ** have I not told you fifty times, if 
the cowards had not taken to their boat, though 
I shewed them the danger, and told them they 
would be all swamped, which happened the in- 
stant they cast off the painter, she would have 
been afloat at this moment ? Had they stood by 
me and the ship, their lives would have been sa- 
ved; had I gone with them, mine would have been 
lost ; who can say which is for the best ?^ 

<* Well,^ replied his friend, " I know your case 
now, and can the better help and advise, I will 
be true to you, Clement, as the blade to the hilt ; 
but I cannot think that you should leave us« As 
the old Scottish song says, ^ Waes my heart that 
we should sunder.^—- But come, you will aboard 
with us to-day, at any rate ?^ 
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I have DO other place of ref uge,^ said Cleve- 
land, with a sigh. 

He then once more ran his eyes over the bay^ 
directed his spy-glass upon several of the vessels 
which traversed its surface, in hopes, doubtless, 
of discerning the vessel of Magnus Troil, and 
then followed his companion down the hill in si- 
lence. 
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CHAPTER V. 

I Strive like ta the resid in the iid^my. 

Which, lacking favouring breeze, hath not the power 

To stein the powerftil corrent'^Even so, 

BesolTing dajiky to focsake my rices. 

Habit, strong circumstance, renew'd temptation. 

Sweep me t6 sea again.— *0 heayenly breathy 

Fill thou my sails, and aid the feeble vessel. 

Which ne'er can readi the blessed port without thee ! 

Tit Odds »Am JEvem mui^ 

Cleveland, with his confidant Bunce, de- 
scended the hill for a time in silence, until at 
length the latter renewed their conversation. 

" You have taken this fellow's wound more on 
your conscience than you need, Captain^I haye 
known you do more and think less on't.^ 

'^ Not on such slight provocation, Jack,^ re- 
plied Cleveland, ^^ Besides, the lad saved my life ; 
and say that I requited him the favour, still we 
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should not hare met on such evil terms ; but I 
trust that he may receive aid from that woman, 
who has certaiply strange skill in simples.^ 

^^ And over simpletons, Captain,* said his 
friend, ^' in which class I must e^en put you down, 
if you think more on this subject. That you 
should be made a fool of by a young woman, 
why, it is many an honest man'^s case ; — but to 
puzzle your pate about the mummeries of an old 
pne, is far too great a folly to indulge a friend 
in. Talk to pi^ of your Minna, since you so call 
her, as much as you will ; but you have nq title to 
trouble your faithful squire-errant with your old 
mumping magician. And now here we are once 
more amongst the booths and tents, which these 
good folks are pitching— let us look and see whe- 
ther we may not find some fun and frolic amongst 
them. In merry England, now, you would have 
seen, on such an occasion, two or three bands of 
strollers, as many fire-eaters and conjurors, as 
inany shows of wild beasts ; but amongst these 
grave folksj there is nothing but what savours of 
^Usipess and of commodity-^no, not so much as 
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A single squall from nay merry gossip Punch and 
his rib Joan/' 

As Bunce thus spoke, Cleveland cast his eyes 
on some very gay clothes, which, with other ar- 
ticles, hung out upon one of the booths, that 
had a good deal- more of ornament and exterior 
decoration than the rest. There was in front a 
small sign of canvas painted, announcing the va« 
riety of goods which the owner of^ the booth, 
Bryce Snaelsfoot, had upon sale, and the reason- 
able prices at which he proposed to dOPSer them to 
OiQ public. For the further gratification of the 
spectator, the sign boce on the opposite nde an 
emblematic device, resembling our first parents 
in their vegetable garments, with this legend,-^ 

I 

'' Poor sinners whom the snake deceives^ 
Are fiiin to cover them with leaves. 
Zetland hath no leares^ 'tis true. 
Because that trees are none, or few ; 
But we have flax and taits of woo'. 
For linen cloth and wadmaal Une ; 
And we have many of foreign knacks 
Pf finer waft^ than woo' or flax. 
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Ye gftllanty Lambmas lads * appear^ 
And bring your Lambmas sisters here^ 
Bryoe Snaelsfoot spares not cost or care> 
To pleasure every gentle pair." 

While Ckveland was perudng these godly 
rhymes, which brought to his mind Claud Hal-, 
cro, to whom, as the poet-laureat of the island, 
ready with his talent alike in the service of the 
great and small, they probably owed their origin, 
the worthy proprietor of the booth, having cast 
eye upon him, began with a hasty and a trembling 
hand to remove some of the garments, which, as 
the sale aolj commenced upon the ensuing day, 
he had exposed either for the purpose of airing 


\ 


* It was anciently the custom at Saint OUaw's Fair at 
Kirkwall^ that the young people of the lower dass^ and 
of either sex^ associated in pairs for the period of the Fair^ i 

during which the couple were termed Lambmas brother 
and sister. It is easy to conoeiye^ that the exdusive fami- 
liarity arising out of this custom was liable to abuse^ the 
rather that it is said little scandal was attached to the in- 
discretions which it occasioned. 
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them, or to excite the admiration of the specta^ 
tors. 

** By my word, Captain,^ whispered Bunce to 
Cleveland, ** you must have had that fellow un- 
der your clutches one day, and he remembers one 
gripe of your talons, and fears another. See how 
fast he is packing his wares out of sight so soon 
as he sets eyes on you.^ 

« His wares r said Cleveland, on looking more 
attentively at his proceedings; ^^^By heaven, they 
are my clothes which I left in a chest at Jarls- 
hoff when the Revenge was lost there.^Why, 
Bryce Snaelsfoot, thou thief, dog, and villain, 
what means this ? Have you not made enough of 
us by cheap buying and dear selling, that you 
have seized on my trunk and wearing apparel ?^ 

Biyce Snaelsfoot, who probably would other- 
wise not have been willing to see his friend the 
Captain, was now by the vivacity of his attack 
obliged to pay attention to him. He first whisper- 
ed to his little foot page, by whom, as we have 
already noticed, he was usually attended, ^* Bun 
to the town-council-house, Jarto, and tell the 
provost and baillies they maun send some of their 
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officers speedily, for here is like to be unld wark 
in the fair,^ 

* 

So having said, and having seconded his com- 
mands by a push on the shoulder of his messen- 
ger, which sent him spinning out of the shop as 
fast as heels could carry him, Bryce Snaelsfoot 
turned to his old acquaintance, and with that 
amplification of words and exaggeration of man- 
ner, which in Scotland is called ' making a phrase,^ 
he ejaculated—" The Lord be gude to us ! the 
worthy Captain Cleveland, that we were all sae 
grieved about, returned to relieve our hearts 
again ! Wat have my cheeks been for you, (here 
Bryce wiped his eyes,) aiid blithe am I now to 
see you restored to your sorrowing friends.'* 

" My sorrowing friends, you rascal r said 
Cleveland ; " I will give you better cause for 
sorrow than ever you had on my account, if you 
do not tell me instantly where you stole all my 
clothes.'' 

" Stole !" ejaculated Bryce, casting up his eyes 
to heaven ; '^now the Powers be gude to us ! — the 
poor gentleman has lost his reason in that weary 
gale of wind." 
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" Why, you insolent rascal f said Cleveland, 
grasping the cane whidi he carried, '^ do you 
think to bamboozle me with your impudence ? 
As you would have a whole head on your shouU 
ders, and your bones in a whole skin one minute 
longer, tell me where the devil you stole my 
wearing apparel." 

Bryce Snaelsfoot ejaculated once more a repe- 
tition of the word " Stole ! Now Heaven be gude 
to us !" but at the same time conscious that the 
Captain was likely to be sudden in execution, 
cast an anxious look to the town, to see the loi- 
tering aid of the civil power advance to his re- 
scue. 

<< I insist on an instant answer," said the Cap- 
tain, with upraised weapon, ** or else I will beat 
you to a mummy, and throw out all your frip- 
pery upon the common " 

Meanwhile, Master John Bunce, who consider* 
ed the whole affair as an excellent good jest, and 
not the worse one that it made Cleveland very an- 
gry, seized hold of the Captain^s arm, and witiiou t 
any idea of ultimately preventing him from exe- 
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cuting his threats, interfered just so much as was 
necessary to protract a discussion so amusing. 

^* Nay, let the honest man speak," he said, 
'^ messmate ; he has as fine a cozing face as 
ever stood oti a knavish pair of shoulders, and 
his are the true flourishes of eloquence, in the 
course of which men snip the cloth an inch too 
short. Now, I wish you to consider that you 
are both of a trade,—- he measures bales by the 
yard, and you by the sword, — and so I will not 
have him chopM up till he has had a fair chase.** 

** You are a fool !** said Cleveland, endeavour-* 
ing to shake his friend off.— •'^ Let me go ; for 
by Heaven I will be foul of him !" 

^^ Hold him fast,"^ said the pedlar, ^< good dear 
merry gentleman, hcdd him fast !^ 

** Then say scHnething for yourself,?* said 
Bunce ; *' use your gob-box, man ; patter away, 
or by my soul I will let him loose on you V" 

^^ He says I stole these goods,^ said Bryce, 
who now saw himself run so close, that pleading 
to the charge became inevitable. *^ Now, how 
could I steal them, )¥hen they are mine by fair 
and lawful purchase ?** 
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<< Purchase! you beggarly vagrant!^ said 
Cleveland ; ^ from whom did you dare to buy 
my clothes? or who had the impudence to sell 
them ?" 

** Just that worthy professor, Mrs Swertha, 
the l^sekeeper at Jarlshoff, who acted as your 
executor,^ said the pedlar ; *^ and a grieved heart 
she had.^ 

*' And so she was resolved to make a heavy 
pocket of it, I suppose,^ said the Captain ; ^^ but 
how did she dare to sell the things left in her 
charge?*" 

^* Why, she acted all for the best, good wo- 
man f^ said the pedlar, anxious to protract the 
discussion until the arrival of succours ; *f and if 
you will but hear reason, I am ready to account 
with you for the chest and all that it holds.^ 

'< Speak out then, and let us have none of thy 
damnable evasions,^ said Captain Cleveland ; ^ if 
you shew ever so little purpose oi being some* 
what honest for once in thy life, I will not beat 
thee.'* 

** Why you see, noble Captain,^ said the ped- 
lar,— and then muttered to himself, ^^ plague on 
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Pate PetersoQ*8 cripple knee, tl^y will be waiting 
on him, Idrpling useless body !^ then resumed 
aloud—** The country, ye see, is in great per^ 
plexity,— great perplexity indeed,— rnuph per« 
plexity truly. Thare was your honour ]|liBsing, 
that was loyed by gfeat and small— deaH; miss- 
ing— 'Oowhere to be heard of— -a lost man— 
umquhile— dead— ^efunct/^ 

** You shall find me alive to your cost, you 
scoundrel !^ said the irritable Captain. 

** Wed, but take patience, — ^ye will riot hear 
a body speak,^ sud the Jagger. — *^ Then there 
was the lad Mordaunt Mertoun— ^^^'^ 

« Ha r said the Captain, << what of him T 

** Cannot be heard of,^ said the pedlar, << clean 
and clear tint,— ^41 gcoie youth ;— falleny it is 
thought, from the craig into the sea^-*he was a3'^e 
venturous. I have had dealings with him for furs 
and feadiers, whilk he swapped against powder 
and shot and the like ; and now he has worn ovA 

* 

from among us— dean retired— utterly vanisheid, 
Uke the last puff of an auld wife^s tobacco pipe.^ 
But what is all this to the Captaio^s dothes. 
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my dear friend ?^ said Bunce ; '^ I must present* 
ly beat you myself tmtil yoU dome to the point**' 

** Weel, weel, — ^patience, patience,^ said Bry ce^ 
waving his hand ; ^' you will get all time enough* 
Weel, there are two folks gane, as I said, forbye 
the distress atBurgh^WestraaboutMistress Min- 
na's sad ailmen t » ' ^ 

*• Bring not her into your buflToonery, sirrah,^ 
said Cleveland, in a tone of anger, not so loud, 
but far deeper and more concentrated than he 
had hitherto used ; *' for if you name her trith 
less than reverence^ I will crop the ears out of 
your head, and liiake you swallow them on the 
spot l'^ 

" He, he, he r faintly laughed the Jagger ; 
" that were a pleasant jest ! you are pleased 
to be witty. But to say naething of Burgh- 
Westra, there is the carle at Jarishoff, he that 
was the auld Mertoun, Mordaunt'*s father, whom 
men thought as fast bound to the place he dwelt 
in as the Sumburgh-head itsell, naething maun 
serve him but he is lost as weel as the lave about 
whom I have spoken. And there's Magnus 
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Troil, (wi^ favour be he named,) taking horse ; 
and there is pleasant Master Claud Halcro taking 
boat, whilk he steers worst of any man in Zet- 
land, his head running on rambling rhymes; and 
the Factor body is on the stir— the Scots Factor, 
—him that is aye speaking of dikes and delving, 
and such unprofitable wark, which has naethingof 
merchandize in it, and he is pn the lang trot too ; 
so that ye might say, upon a manner, the tae half 
of the mainland of Zetland is lost, and the other 
is running to and fro seeking it— awfu^ times r 

Captain Cleveland had subdued his passion, 
and listened to this tirade of the worthy man of 
merchandize, with impatience indeed, yet not 
without the hope o£hearing something that might 
concern him. But his companion was now be- 
come impatient in his turn :-^<^ The clothes !^ he 
exclaimed, <' the clothes, the clothes, the clothes T 
accompanying each repetition of the words with 
a flourish of his cane, the dexterity of which con- 
sisted in coming mighty near the Jagger^s ears 
without actually touching him. 

The Jagger, shrinking from each of these de- 
monstrations, coptinued to exclaim, ^^ Nay, sir*— 
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good sir— worthy sir— for the dothes-^I found the 
worthy dame in great distress on accounit of her 
old master, and on account of her young master, 
and on account of worthy Captain Cleveland ; 
and because of the distress of the worthy Fowde^s 
family, and the trouble of the great Fowde him- 
self,— and because of the Factor, and in respect 
of Claud Halcro, and on other accounts and re- 
spects. Also we mingled our sorrows and our 
tears with a bottle, as the holy text hath it, and 
called in the Kanzelman to our council, a worthy 
man, Niel Bonaldson by name, who hath a good 
reputation.^ 

Here another flourish of the cane came so very 
near that it partly touched his ear. The Jagger 
started back, and the truth, or that which he de- 
sired should be considered as such, bolted from 
him without more circumlocution ; as acork, after 
much unnecessary buzzing and fizzing, springs 
forth from a bottle of spruce beer« 

^^ In brief, what the de^il mair would you have 
of it ?— the woman sold me the kist of clothes--^ 
they are mine by purchase, and that is what I 
will live and die upon.**^ 
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<* In Other woTds,'?said Cleveland, " this greedy 
old hag had the impudence to sell what was none 
of hers ; and you, honest Bryce Snaelsfoot, had 
the assurance to be the purchaser.^ 

^^ Ou dear, Captain,^ said the conscientious ped- 
lar, ^* what wad ye hae had twa poor folk to do ? 
There was yoursell gane that aught the things, 
and Master Mordaunt was gane that had them 
in keeping, and the things were but damply put 
up, where they were rottug with moth and mould, 
and "" 

^^ And so this old thief sold them, and you 
bought them, I suppose, just to keep them from 
spoiling,^ said Cleveland. 

«< Weel then,** said the merchant^ " I'm thinking, 
noble Captain, that wad be just the gate of it.^ 

*^ Well then, hark ye, you impudent scoun- 
drel,^ said the Captain, ** I do not wish to dirty 
my fingers with you, or to make any disturbance 
in this place ■ ^ 

^^ Good reason for that, Captain— aha !^ said 
the Jagger slyly, 

^^ I will break your bones if you speak another 
word,^ replied Cleveland. ^< Take notice— I offer 
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you fair terms-— give me back the black leathern 
pocket-book with the lock upon it, and the purse 
with the doubloons, with some few of the clothes 
I want, and keep the rest in the deviPs name.^ 

" Doubloons ! ! r— exclwmed the Jagger, with 
an exaltation of voice intended to indicate the uU 
most extremity of surprise,—" What do I ken of 
doubloons ? my dealing was for doublets, and not 
for doubloons— -If there were doubloons in the 
kist, doubtless, Swertha will have them in safe 
keeping for your honourr— tKe damp wouldna 
harm the gold, ye ken.''^ 

*^ Give me back my pocket-book and mygood% 
you rascally thief,^ said Cleveland, '^ or without 
a word more I will beat your br^ns out !^ * 

The wily Jagger, casting ^ye around him, saw 
that succour was near, in the shape of a party of 
officers, six in number; for several rencontres 
with the crew of the pirate had taught the ma- 
gistrates of Kirkwall to strengthen their police 
parties when these strangers were in question. 

** Ye had better keep the thief to suit yoursell, 
honoured Captain,^ said the Jagger, emboldened 
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by the approach of the civil power; ^< for wha 
kens bow a** these fine goods and bonny-*dies were 
fiome by ?'' 

This was uttered with such provoking slyness 
of look and tone, that Cleveland made no further 
delay, but, seizing upon the Jagger by the collar, 
dragged him over his temporary counter, which 
was, with all the goods di^layed thereon, overset 
in the scuffle ; and holding him with one hand, 
inflicted on him with the other a severe beating 
with his cane* All this was don^ so suddenly 
and with such energy, that Bryce Snaelsfoot, 
though rather a stout man, was totally surprised 
by the vivacity of the attack, and made scarce 
any other effort at extricating himself than by 
roaring for assistance like a bull-calf« The '< loi-^ 
tering aid^ being at length come up, the officers 
made an efiPort to seize on Cleveland, and by their 
united exertions succeeded in compelling him to 
^uit hold of the pedlar, in order to defend him- 
self from their assault. This he did with infinite 
strength, resolution, and dexterity, being at the 
Eiame time well seconded by his friend Jack Bunce, 


THE PIRATE. 119 

who had seen with infinite glee the drubbing sus- 
tained by the pedlar, and now combated tight- 
ly to save his companion from the consequences. 
But as there had been for some time a growing 
feud between the town'^s people and the crew of 
the Rover, the former, provoked by the insolent 
deportment of the seamen, had resolved to stand 
by each other, and to aid the civil power upcxi 
such occasions of riot as should occur in future ; 
and so many assistants came up to the rescue of 
the constables, that Cleveland, after fighting most 
nuoifully, was at length brought to the ground 
and made prisoner. His more fortunate compah 
nion had escaped by speed of foot, so soon as he 
3aw that the day must needs be determined against 
them. 

The proud heart of Cleveland, which, even in 
its perversion, had in its feelings something of 
ori^nal nobleness, was like to burst, when he felt 
himself borne down in this unworthy brawl-* 
dragged into the town as a prisoner, and hurried 
through the streets towards the Council-house^ 
where the ma^trates of the burgh were then 
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seated in council. The probability of imprison- 
ment, with all its consequences, rushed also upon 
his mind, an^ he cursed a hundred times the 
folly which had not rather submitted to the ped- 
lar^s knavery, than involved him in so perilous an 
embarrassment* 

But just as they approached the door of the 
Council-house, which is situated in the middle of 
the little town, the face of matters was suddenly 
changed by a new and unexpected incident. 

Bunce, who had designed by, his precipitate 
retreat to serve as well his friend as himself, had 
hied him to the haven, where the boat of the 
Rover was then lying, and called the coxswain 
and boaCs crew to the assistance of Cleveland. 
They now appeared on the scene, fierce des- 
peradoes, as became their calling, with features 
bronzed by th^ tropical sun under which they 
had pursued it. They rushed at once amongst 
the crowd, laying about them with their stretch- 
ers, and, forcing th&r way up to Cleveland, 
speedily delivered him from the hands of the of- 
ficers, who were totally unprepa^ to resist an 
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attack so furious and so sudden, and carried him 
off in triumph towards the quay, two or three of 
their number facing about from time to time to 
keep back the crowd, whose efforts to recover the 
prisoner were the less violent, that most of the 
seamen were armed with pistols and cutlasses, as 
well as with the less lethal weapons which alone 
they had as yet made use pf. 

They gained their boat in safety, and jumped 
into it, carrying along with them Cleveland, to 
whom circumstances seemed to offer no other re- 
fuge, and pushed off for the vessel, singing in 
chorus to their oars an old ditty, of which the 
natives of Kirkwall could only hear the first 
stanza ; 

^^ Thus said the Rover 

To his gallant crew, 
' Up with the black flag, 

Down with the blue ! — 
Fire on the main top. 

Fire on the bow. 
Fire on the gun-deck. 

Fire down below.' " 
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The wild chorus of thdr voices was heard loDg 
after the words ceased to be intelligible.—- And 
thus was the pirate Cleyelond again thrown al- 
most involuntarily amongst these desperate asso- 
dates, from whom he had so often resolved to 
detach himself. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Parental love, my friend^ has power o*er wisdom. 
And 18 the chann which, like the falconet's lure, 
Can bring from heaven the highest soaring spirits.— 
So, when famed Prospero doff 'd his magic robe, 
It was Miranda pluckfd it from his shoulders. 

OQ Play. 

Our wandering narradve must now return to 
Mordaunt Mertoun, — We left him in the perilous 
condition of one who has recdved a severe wound, 
and we now find him in the ntuation of a conva** 
lescent, pale indeed, and feeble, from the loss of 
much blood, and the effects of a ftver which had 
followed on the injury, but so far fortunate, that 
the weapon, having glanced on the ribs, had on- 
ly occasioned a great effusion of blood, without 
touching on any vital part, and was now well 
nigh healed; so efficacious were the vulnerary 
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plants and salves with which it had been treated 
by the sage Norna of the Fitful-head. 

The matron and her patient now sat togethe.r 
in a dwelling in a remote island. He had been 
transported during his illness, and ere he had 
perfect consciou^ess, first to her singular habi- 
tation near Fitful-head, and thence to her present 
abode, by one of the fishing-boats on the station 
of Burgh- Westra. For such was the command 
possessed t^r ^orna over the superi^itious charac- 
ter of her countrymen, that she never failed to find 
faithful agents to execute her commands, what- 
ever these happened to be; and as her oirders were 
generally given under injunctions of the strictest 
seccecy, men reciprocally wondered at occurrences 
which had in fact been produced by their own 
agency and that of their neighbours, and in 
which, bad they communicated freely with each 
other, no shadow of the maryeUous would have 
remained. . ' . 

Mordaunt was now seated by the fire, in an 
apartment indifferently well furnished, having a 
book in his hand, which he looked upon ffom 
time to time with »gns of ennui and imp^tienc^ ; 
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feelings which at length so far ofercame him, 
that, flinging the volume on the table, he fixed 
his eyes on the fire, and assumed the attitude of 
one who is engaged in unpleasant meditation. 

Noma, who sat opposite to him, and appear* 
ed busy in the Composition of some drug, or un- 
guent^ anxiously left her seat, and approaching 
Mordaunt, felt his pulse, making at the same 
time the most afiectionate inquiries whether he 
felt any sudden pain, and whete it was seated. 
The manner in which Mordaunt replied to these 
earnest inquiries, although worded so as to ex- 
press gratitude for her kindness, while he dis- 
claimed any feeling of indisposition, did not seem 
to give satisfaction to the Pythoness. 

** Ungrateful boy !" she said, " for whom I 
have done so much ; you whom I have rescued, 
by my power and skill, from the very gates, of, 
death, — axe you already so weary of me, that 
you cannot refrain from shewing how desirous 
you are to spend, at a distance from me, the v^y 
first intelligent days of the life which I have re- 
stored to thee ?" 

** You do me injustice, my kind preserver,'' 
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replied Mordaunt ; << I am not tired of your 
society ; but I have duties which recall me to 
ordinary life."^ 

" Duties r repeated Noma; " and what du- 
ties can or ought to interfere with the gratitude 
which you owe to me ?— Duties ! your thoughts 
are on the use of your gun, or on clambering 
among the rocks in quest of sea-fowl. For these 
exercises your strength doth not yet fit you, and 
yet these are the duties to which you are so 
anxious to return V* 

" Not so, my good and kind mistress,^ said 
Mordaunt.— ^^ To name one duty out of many 
which makes me seek to leave you, now that my 
strength permits, let me mention that of a son to 
his father.^ 

** To your father ?^ said Noma, with a sort 
of laugh that had something in it almost frantic. 
*' O ! you know not how we can, in these islands, 
at once cancel such duties ! And for your father,^ 
she added, proceeding more calmly, ^^ what has 
he done for you to deserve the regard and duty 
you speak of? — Is he not the same, who, as you 
have long since told me, left you for so many 
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years poorly nourished among strangers, without 
inquiring whether you were alive or dead, and 
only sending, from time to time, supplies in such 
fashion, as men relieve the leprous wretch to 
whom they fling alms from a distance ? And, in 
these later years, when he had made you the 
companion of his misery, he has been by starts 
your pedagogue, by starts your tormentor, but 
never, Mordaunt, never your father*^ 

<< Something of truth there is in what you 
say,^ replied Mordaunt ; <^ my father is not fcHid ; 
but he is, and has ever been, effectively kind. Men 
have not th^ affections in their power ; and it 
is a child^s duty to be grateful for the benefits 
which he receives, even when coldly conferred. 
My father has conferred instruction on me, and 
I am convinced he loves me ; he is unfortunate, 
and even if he loved me not— ^ 

^^ And he does fwt love you,^ sidd Noma, 
hastily ; ** he never loved any thing, or any one, 
save himself.— He is unfortunate, but well are his 
misfortunes deserved.-— O, Mordaunt, you have 
one parent only,-— one parent, who loves you as 
the drops of the heart-blood !^^ 
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** I know I have but one parent,*" replied Mor. 
daunt — ^' my mother has been long dead ; but 
your words contradict each other.^ 

** They do not — they do not," said Norna, in 
a paroxysm of the deepest feeling ; *^ you have 
but one parent, — ^your unhappy mothefr is not 
dead-— I would to Grod that she wiere ! but she is 
not dead. Thy mother is the only patent that 
loves thee ; and I — I, Mordaunt,*" throwing her^ 
self on his neck, *^ am that most unhappy, — yet 
most happy mother.^ 

She closed him in a strict and convulsive em* 
brace, and tears, the first perbaips which she had 
shed for many years, burst in torrents as she sob- 
bed on his neck. Astonished at what he heard, 
felt, and saw,— moved by the excess of her agita- 
tion, yet disposed to ascribe this burst of passion 
to insanity, Mordaunt vainly endeavoured to tran« 
quillize the mind of this extraordinary person. 

*^ Ungrateful boy l"^ she said ; " who but a 
mother would have watched over thee as I have 
watched ? From the instant I saw thy father, 
when he little knew by whom he was observed, 

13 
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a space now maiiy years back, I knew bim i^ell, 
and under his charge I saw you then a stripling, 
while Nature, speaking loud in my bosom, assu- 
red me thou wert blood of my blood, and bone 
of my bone. Think how often you have won- 
dered to see me, when least expected, in your 
places of pastinie and resort ! Think how often my 
eye has watched you on the giddy precipices, and 
muttered those charms which subdue the evil de- 
mons who sh^w themselves to the climber on the 
giddiest point of his path, andfonce him to quit his 
hold ! Did I not hang around thy neck, in pledge* 
of thy safety, tfaatch^h of gold which an Elfin King 
gave to the founder of our race? Would I have 
given that dear gift to any but to the son of my 
bosom ?-»—Mordaunt, my power has done that 
for thee that a mere mortal mother would dread 
to think of. — I have conjured the Mermaid at 
midnight that thy bark might be prosperous on 
the haaf !-^I have hushed the winds, and navies 
have flapped their empty sails against the mast 
in inactivity, that you might safely indulge your 
sport upon the crags !^^ 
VOL; 111, I 
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Mordaunt, perceiving that she was growing 
yet wilder in her talk, endeavoured to frame an 
answer which should be at once indulgent, sooth- 
ing, and calculated to allay the rising warmth of 
her ima^ation. 

^* Dear Ncxma^^ he said, ^< I have indeed many 
reasons to call you mother, who have bestowed 
so many benefits upon mie, and from ine you shall 
ever receive the affection and duty of a child. 
But the eh^in you mentioned, it has vanished 
from my neck— -I have not seen it since the rtif- 
fiaif stabbed me.^ 

^^ AUb I and can you think of it at this nfdL 
nient?^ said Noma, in a sorrowful accent— 
** Bitt be it so ;— «nd know it was I took it from 
thy neck,' and ded it around the neck of her who 
is dearest to you, in token that the union betwixt 
you, which has been the only earthly wish which 
I have had the power to form, shall yet, even 
yet, be accomplished— ay, although hdl sho'ukl 
open to forbid the banns !'' 

" Alas r said Motdaunt, with a sigh, ^ you" 
remember not the difference betwixt our situa- 
tion-— Her father is wealthy and of ancient birth." 
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^^ Not more wealthy than will be the heir of 
Noma of Fitful-head,^ answered the Pythoness— 
^' not of better or more ancient blood than that 
which flows in thy veins, derived from thy mo- 
ther, the descendant of the same Jarls and Sea- 
Kings from whom Magnus boasts his origin.*— 
Or doest thou think, like the pedant and fanatic 
strangers who have come amongst us, that thy 
blood is dishohoured because my union with thy 
father did not receive the sanction of a priest ?«— 
Know, that we were wedded after the ancient 
manner of the 'Norse— our hands were clasped 
within the circle of Odiii, with such deep vows 
of eternal fidelity, as even the laws of these usurp- 
ing Scots would have! sanctioned as equivalent to 
a blessing before the altar. To the offspring of 
such a union, Magnus has nought t9 object. It 
was weak-«»it was criminal on my part, but it 
conveyed no infamy to the birth of my son.^ 

The Composed and collected mannor in which 
Noma ar^ed these points b^an to impose upon 
Mordaunt an incipient belief in the truth of what 
she said ; and indeed she added so many circum- 
stances, (Satisfactorily and rteionally connected 
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yiAth each dihety as seemed to confute the lidtioii 
that her ^bory was altogether the delusioh of that 
insanity which sometimes shewed itself in her 
speech and actions. A thousand ocxifused ideas 
rushed upon him, when he supposed it possible 
that the unhappy parson before hun might actu- 
ally have a right to claim from him the respect and 
affection due to a parent from a son. He could 
only surmount tJiem by turning his mind to a 
different, and scarce less interesting topic, resold 
ying within himself to take time^for farther in- 
quiry and mature consideration, ere he either re* : 
jected or admitted the claim which Noma prefer- 
red upon his affecdon and duty. His benefac* 
tress, at least, she undoubtedly was, and he could 
not err in pajring her, as such, the respect and 
attention due from a son to a mother ; and so fax*, 
therefore, he might gratify Noma ^thout other- 
wise standing committed. 

^^ And do you then really think, my mother, 
(since so you bid me term you,)^ said Mordaunt,. 
^< that the proud Magnus Troil majT, by any in^ 
ducement, be prevailed upon to rdinquish the 
angry feelings which he has of late adopted to- 
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warcb me, and to permit my addresses to Us 
daughter Brenda?"* 

^* Brenda ?^ repeated Noma«*-<* who talks of 
Brenda?— -it is of Minna that I spoke to you.^ 

^ But it was of Brenda that I thought,^ replied 
Mordaunt, ^^ of her that I now think, and of her 
almie that I will ever think/^ 

*^ Impossible, my son P repUed Noma. *' YoU 
camiot be so dull of heart, so poor of spirit, as to 
prefer the idle mirth and housewife simj^city of 
the younger sister, to the deep feeling and high 
mind of the noble-spirited Minna P Who would 
stoop to gather the lowly violet, th^ might have 
the rose for stretching out his hand F'* 

^^ Some think the lowliest flowers are the sweet- 
est,^ rephed Mordaunt, ^' and in that faith vrill I 
live and die.^ 

'* You dare not tell me so,'' answered Noma, 
fiercely ; then instantly changing her tone, and 
taking his hand in the most affectionate manner, 
she proceeded :-— ^ You must not— you will not 
tell me so, my dear iBon-«*you will not break a 
mother's heart in the very first hour in whidi she 
has embraced her child 1— Nay, do not answer 
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but bear me. You must wed Mmna— I bave 
bound around ber neck a fatal amulet, on wbich 
the happiness of both depoids* The labours of 
my life have for years had this direction. Thus 
it must be, and not otherwise-— Afinna must be 
the bride of my son !? 

^< But is not Brenda equally pear, equally deaf 
to you ?r replied Mordaunt 

<< As near in blood,^ said Noma, '^ but not so 
dear,— no, not half so dear in affection. Minna^s I 

iniid, yet high and contemplative spirit, renders f 

her a companion meet for one, whose ways, like 
mine, are beyond the ordinary paths of this world. 
Brenda is a thing of comiyion and ordinary life, 
an idle laugher and scoffier, who would level^ art 
with ignorance, and reduce power to weakness, 
by disbelieving and turning into ridicule whatever 
is beyond the grasp of her shallow inteUect.- 

<* She is, indeed,^ answered Mordaunt, ^^ nei- 
ther superstitious nor enthusiastic, imd I love her 
the better for it. Remember also, my mother, 
that she returns my affection, and that Minna, if 
she love any one, loves the stranger Clevebmd.'" 

<< She does not^— «he dares not,**^ answered Nor- 
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joa, '^ nor dares he pursue her fiuther. I told him 
when first he came to Bui^h^Westra^ that I des- 
tined her for you.!* 

** And to that rash annunciation,^ said Mor- 
daunt, << I owe this man^s persevering enmity—- 
my woundy and well nigh the loss of my life. See^ 
my mother^ to what point your intrigues have 
already conducted us, and in heaTen?s name pro- 
secute them no farther.^ 

It seemed as if this reproach struck Noma with 
the force alb once, and vivacity of lightning ; for 
she struck her forehead with her hand, and seem* 
ed about to drop from her seat. Mordaunt, great- 
ly shocked, hastened to catch her in his arms, and, 
though scarce knowing what to say, attempted to 
utter some incohei^nt expresaons. 

'^ Spare me, heaven, spare me !? were the first 
words which she mut^red ; '^ dp not let my crime 
be avenged by his means.-— Yes, young man,? she 
' said, after a pause, ^< you have dared to tell what 
I dared not tell myself.— -You have preased that 
upon me, which, if it be truth, I cannot believe, 
and yet continue to live."^ 
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Mordaunt in vaia eadMToured to interrupt het 
with prdtestatioDs of his ignomnoe how he had 
offended or grieved her, and of his extreme regret 
that he had unintentixKially done either. She pro* 
eeeded, while her Yoice trembled wildly, mth ve» 
hemence. 

** Yes ! you have touched on that dark sus- 
picion which poisons the consciousness of my 
power,-the sole boon which was given me in «- 
cbangefor innocence and for peace of mind! Your 
voipe joins that of the demon which, even while 
the elements confess me their mistress, whispers to 
me, ^ Noma, this is but d6luinon*-y our power rests 
. but in the idle belief of the ignorant, supp(»rtecl 
by a thousand petty artifices of your own.^— -This 
is what Brenda say&*«-this is what you would say ; 
and false, scandalously false as it is, there are 
idbelUous thoughts in this wild brain of mine, 
(toiiching her fbcehead with her finger as she 
spoke,) that, Uke an insurrection in an invaded 
country, arise to take part against their distressed 
8oyerdgn.*^Spare me, my son j^ shi? 0»litinu?d, 
in a voice of sup^dication, ^^ spaee met*— tl^ 
sovereignty of which your words would deprive 
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me, is DO enviable exaltation. Few would coyet 
to rule over gibbering ghosts, and howling winds, 
and raging currents. My throne is a cloud, my 
sceptre a meteor, my realm is only peopled with 
fantasies; but I must either cease to be, or con- 
tinue to be the mightiest as well as the most mi- 
serable of beings !^ 

*^ Do not speak thus mournfully, my dear and 
unhappy benefactress,^ said Mordaunt, much af- 
fected ; ** I will think of your power, whatever 
you would have me believe. But for your own 
sake, view the matter otherwise. Turn your w« 

thoughts from such agitating and mystical stu- 
dies—from such wild subjects of contemplation, 
into another and a better channel; Life will again 
have charms, and religion wil] have comforts for 
you.^ 

She listened to him with some composure, as if 
she weighed his counsel, and desired to be guided 
by it ; but as he ended, she shook her head and 
exclaimed — 

*^ It cannot be. I must remain the dreaded—* 
the mystieal— the Reiinkennar— the controller * 


138 THE PIRATE. 

of the eHiCiiieats, or I must be no more. I have no 
altaDatiye, no middle station. My post must be 
bigh pn yon lofty headland, where never stood 
bufnan foot save mine^-or I must sleep at the bot- 
tona of the i^nfathpn^bie ocean, its wh^te billows 
booming over my ^en8eless corpse. The piirricide 
shall never also be denounced as the'lmpostmr.'" 

<^ Th<^ parncidje T echoed Mordaunjt, step[Mng 
back in horror. 

<< Yes, my son 17 answered Nwna, with a stem 
composure, even more frightful than her former 
impetuo^ty, " within these fatal walls my father 
met his death by my means. In yonder chamber 
was he found a livid and lifeless ccn^pse. Beware 
of filial disobedience, for such are its fruits.^ 

So saying, she arose and left the apartment, 
while Mordaunt remained alone to meditate at 
leisure upon the extraordinary communicfation 
which he had recmved. He himself had been 
taught by his father a disbelief in the ordinary 
superstitions of Zetland ; and he now saw that 
Noma, however ingenious in duping others, could 
not altogether impose on herself. This was a 
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strong drcumstance in favour of her sanity of 
intellect ; but^ on the other hand, her imputing 
to herself the guilt of parricide seemed so wild 
and improbable, as, in MordaunCs opinion, to 
throw much doubt upon her other asseirtions. 

He had leisure enough to niake up his mind 
on these particulars, for no one approached the 
sdlitary dwelling, of which Noma, her dwarf, 
and he himself, were the sole inhabitants. The 
island in which it stood is rude, bold, and lofty, 
or rather, indeed, consists entirely of three hills- 
one huge mountain divided into three summits, 
with the chasms, rents, and vallies which descend 
from its summit to the sea, while its crest, rising 
to great height, and shivered into rocks which 
seem almost inaccessible, intercepts the mists as 
they drive frcmi the Atlantic, and, often obscured 
from the human eye, forms the dark and unmo- 
lested retreat of hawks, eagles, and other birds 
of prey. 

The soil of the island is wet, mossy, cold, and 
unproductive, presenting a sterile and desolate 
appearance, excepting where the Sdes of small 
tivulets, or mountain ravines, are fringed with 
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dwarf bushes of buxsh, hazel^ and wild cumuit, 
some of them so tall as to be denommated trees, 
in that bleak and bare country. 

But the view from the sea-beadi, which was 
Mordaunf^s favourite walk, when his convalescent 
state beg^n to permit him to take exercise, had 
charms which compensated the wild appearance 
of the interior. A broad and beautiful sound, 
or strait, divides this lonely and mountainous 
island from Pomona, and in the centre of that 
sound lies, like a tablet composed of emei»ld, 
the beautiful and verdant little island of Grasm- 
say. On the distant mainland is seen the town or 
village of Stromness, the excellence of whose ha- 
ven is generally evinced by a considerable num- 
ber of shipping in the road-stead, and from the 
bay growing narrower, and lessening as it recedes, 
runs inland into Pomona, wh^e its tide fills the 
fine sheet of water called the Loch of Stemus. 

On this beach Mofdaunt was wont to wander 
for hours, with an eye not uiisenEable to tlie beau- 
ties of the view, though bis thoughts were agi- 
tated with the most embarrassing meditations on 
Ms own situation, tie was resolved to leave the 
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island as soon as the establishment of his health 
should permit him to travel ; yet gratitude toNor- 
na, of whom he was at least the adopted, if not the 
real son, would not allow him to depart without 
her permission, even if he could obtain means of 
conveyance, of which he saw little possibility. It 
was only by importunity that he extorted from his 
hostess a promise, that, if he would consent to 
regulate his motions according to her directions, 
she would herself convey him to the capital of 
the Orkney Islands, when the approaching Fur 
of Saint 011a should take place there. 


l4S tHE PIRATE 


CHAPTER VII. 

Hark to the insult lomd^ the hitter snec^r, . 
' The fierce threat answering to the brutal jeer ; 
Oaths fly like pistol-shots, and vengeful woids 
Cf$ab with each oth^ like conflicting swords.^ 
The robber^s quarrel by such sounds is shown. 
And true men hare sokhe chiuMie td gain their own. 

CaptixfUtfj a Poem, 

When Cleveland, borne off in triumph from 
his assmiants in Kirkwall^ found himself once 
more on board the pirate-vessel, his arrival was 
hailed with hearty Cheers by a considerable part 
of the crew, who rushed to shake hands with 
him, and offer their congratulations on his re- 
turn ; for the situation of a Buccaneer Captain 
raised him very little above the level with the 
lowest ot his crew, who, in all social intercourse, 
claimed the privilege of being his equal. 

When his faction, for so those clamorous 
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friends might be termed, had expressed their 
own greetings, they hurried Cleveland forward 
to the stem, where Goffe, their {)resent com« 
mander, was seated on a guti, Hstetdng in a sul* 
len and discontented manner to the shout which 
announced Cleveland's welcome. He was a man 
betwixt forty and fifty, rather uiilder the middle 
size, btrt so very strongly mad^, that bi| cre^ 
used to compare him to a sixty-four cut down. 
Black-haired, bull-necked, and beetle-browed, his 
clumsy strength and ferocious countenance Con- 
trasted strongly with the manly figure and open 
countenance of Cleveland, in which even the 
practice of his atrocious profession had been un- 
able to eriidicate a natural grace of motion and 
geherosity of expression. The two piratidid Cap* 
tains looked upon each other for some time in 
alence, while the partizans of each gathered 
around him. The elder part of the crew were the 
principal adherents of Oofie, while the yoimg 
f(feUows, amonigst Whom Jack Bunce was a prin- 
cipal leader and agitator, were in general attach- 
ed to Clev^lmid. 

At length Goffe broke silence.^— ^' You^ste 
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welcome aboard, Captain Clevelandt-^Sinash my 
taffrail ! I suppose you think yourself commo- 
dore yet ! but that was over, by Gp— » when you 
lost your ship, and be d— -d !^ 

And here, once for all, we may take notice, 
that it was the gracious custom of this command- 
er to mix his words and oaths in nearly equal 
proportions, which he was wont to call shotting 
his discourse. As we delight not, however, in 
the discharge of such artillery, we will otdy in- 
dicate by a space like this ' tiie places in 
which these expletives occurred; and thus, if 
the reader will pardon a very poor pun, we will 
reduce Captain Groffe^s volley of sharp-shot into 
an explosion of blank cartridges. To his insinu- 
ations that he was come on board to assume the 
chief command, Cleveland replied, that he neither 
desired, nor would accept, any such promotion, 
but would only ask Captain Groffe for a cast of 
the boat, to put him ashore in one of the other 
islands, as he had no wish either to conunand 
Gk)iFe, or to remsun in a vessel under his orders. 

" And why not under my orders, brother P*^ 
demanded Goffe, very austerely ; <« — — — Are 
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you too good 1^ man, — — — with your cheese- 
toaster and your gib there, ——to serve under 
my orders, and be d-— d to you, where there 
are so many gentlemen that are elder and better 
seamen than yourself ?^ 

^^ I wonder which of these capital seamen it 
was,^ said Cleveland, coolly, ^^ that laid the ship 
under the fire of yon six-gun battery, that cpuld 
blow heir out of the water, if they had a mind, 
before you could either cut or slip P Elder and 
better sailors than I may like to serve under such 
a lubber, but I beg to be excused for my own 
share, Captain— that^s all I have got to tell you.^ 

" By G— , I think you are both mad !^ said 
Hawkins, the boatsw^n^^^ a meeting with sword 
and pistol may be devilish good fun in its way, 
when no better is to be had ; but who the devil 
that had common sense, amongst a set of gentle- 
men in our condition, would fall a-quarrelling 
ndth each other, to let these duck-winged, web^ 
footed islanders have a chance of knocking us all 
upon the head r 

^* Well said, old Hawkins !^ said Derrick the 
quarter-master, who was an officer of very consi- 
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derable importance among these rovers ; <^ I say, 
if the two capttuns wont agree to live together 
quietly, and dab both heart and head to defend 
the vessel, why, d— n me, depose them both, say 
I, and chuse another in their stead f^ 

^* Meaning yourself, I suppose. Master Quar- 
ter-Master f said Jack Bunce ; ''^ but that cock 
wont fight.— -He that is to command gentlemen, 
should be a gentleman himself, I think ; and I 
pvie my vote for Captain Cleveland, as spirited 
and as gentleman-fike a man as ever daff^d the 
world aside and bid it pass f* 

*^ What ! ^ot^ call yourself a gentleman, I war- 
rant r retorted Derrick ; " why, — - your eyes I 
a tailor would make a better out of the worst 
suit of rags in jnour strolling wardrobe h — It is a 
shame for men of spirit to have such a Jack-a- 
dandy scarecrow on board !** 

Jack Bunce was so incensed at these base com- 
parisons, that, without more ado, he laid his hand 
on his sword. The carpenter, however, and boat- 
swain mterfered, the former brandishinghis broad 
axe, and swearing he would put the skull of the 
first who should strike a blow past clouting, and 
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the lattar ronandiog them, that, by tSieir i^rtic]ie8» 
all quaisrelling, striking, ^ more especially figjbt- . 
ingcm boards was strictly prohibited ; and that if 
any gendemea had a quarrel to settle, they wane 
to go ashore, and decide it with cutlass and pistol, 
at the sight o£ two o£ their messmates. 

" I have no quarrel with any oi^e, -^ — -^P 
said Goffe, sullenly; ^^ Captain Cleveland has wai^ 
deied, about among the islands here, amusing him- 
self, !T- -^.! and we have wasted our time and 

property in waiting for him, when we might have 
been adding^ tw^ity or thirty thou£$and dollars to 
the stock-purse. However, if it pluses the rest 
of the gentlemen-adveiUurerp, I shall not grmmblg . 
about it, -ffw* r 

" I propose,** saidf the boatswain, *^ iimt tb^e 
should be a general council called in the grieat i^ 
bin, according taour articles,, that we:may co^r 
der what course we are to.hold,in tbid.mat]t|^.** 

A general, assent followed the bolitswfUQ^s pro-, 
posal ; for everj; one found bis own a<;count ip. 
these general councils, in wjhich each.oC t})e.rpr. 
vers had a fioee vote. By fat the ?gr^teit ^Jl^oj^. 
the crew only valued tb^ii: francjii^^, ail itr aj^QWr^ 
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ed them^ upon such solemn occaamis, an unli- 
mited quantity of liquor — a right which they 
failed not to exercise to the uttermost, by way of 
aiding their deliberations. But a few amongst 
the adventurers, who united some d^ree pf 
judgment with the daring and profligate charac- 
ter of their profesaon, were wont, at such pe- 
riods, to limit themselyes within the bounds of • 
comparative sobriety, and by these, under the ap- 
parent form of a vote of the general council, all 
things of moment relating to the voyage and un- 
dertakings of the pirates were in fact determined. 
The rest of the crew, when they recovered from 
their intoxication, were easily persuaded that the 
resolution adopted had been the legitimate effort 
of the combined wisdom of the whole senate. 

Upon the present .occasion, the debauch had 
proceeded until the greater part of the crew were, 
as usual, displaying inebriation in all its most 
brutal and disgraceiVd shapes— swearing empty 
and unmeaning oaths— -venting the most horrid 
imprecations in the mere gaiety of their heart-— 
singing songs, the ribaldry of which was only 
equalled by their profaneness, and, from the 
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middle of this earthly hell, the two Captains, to- 
gether with one or two of their principal adhe- 
rents, as also the carpenter and boatswain, who 
always took a lead on such occasions, had drawn 
together into a pandsemonium, or pirivy couiUsil 
of thek own, to consider what was to be done ; for, 
as the boatswain metaphorically observed, they 
were in a narrow channel, and behoved to keep 
sounding the tide-way. 

I When they began their consultations, the 
Iriends of Gotk remarked, to their great dis- 
;^easur^ that he had not observed the whole- 
some rule to which we have just alluded ; but 
that, in endeavouring to drown his mortification 
at the sudden appearance of Cleveland, and the 
reception he met with from the crew, the elder 
Captain had not been able to do so without over- 
flowing his reason at the same time. His natu- 
ral sullen tadtumity had prevented this from be- 
ing observed until the coundl began its delibera- 
tiomt, when it proved unposable to hide it. 

The first person who spoke was Cleveland, 
who said, that^ so far fix>m wishing the command 
of the Tessel, he desired no favour at any one> 
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band, except to land him upon some island^ or 
holm at a distance from Kirkwall, and leave him 
Uy shift for himself. 

The boatswain remonstrated strongly ag^nst 
this resolution. ^^ The lads,^ he said, -^^ all knew 
Clevdimd, and could trust his seamanship, as well 
OS hb courage ; bendes, he never let the grog get 
quite uppermost, and was always in proper trim, 
either to sail the ship or to fight the ship, where- 
by she was never without some one to (keep her 
course when he was on board«-^And as for the 
noble Captain Goffe,^^ continued the mediator, 
'*<fae M as stout a.heart as ever broke biscuit, and 
that I will uphold him ; but then, when lie has 
his grog aboard — I speak it to his faco-^he is so 
damned funny with his cranks and his jests, that 
there is no living with him. Vou all remember 
how nigh he hod run the ship on that .cursed 
Horse ofCojnnsha, as they call it, justliy way T 

of frolic ; and then you know how he>fired off his 
pistol under the table, when we were at the great 
council, and shot Jack Jenkins in theiknee, and 
cost the poor devil his leg, widi his.pleanntry.^ 

<< Jack Jenkins was not a tdiip die wor^,"^ 
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said the carpenter ; << I took the leg off with my 
saw as well as any loblolly-boy in the land could 
have done— -heated my broad axe, and seared 
the stump-— ay, by — — ! and made a jury-leg 
that he shambles about with as well as ever h^ 
did — ^for Jack could never cut a feather.^^ * 

** You are a clever fellow, carpenter r replied 
the boatswain, *^a d— d clever fellow! but I 
had rather you tried your saw and ted-hot axe 
upon the ship^s knee-timbers than on mine^ sink 
me I'^But that here is not the. ca8e«-*The ques- 
tion is, if we shall part with Captain Cl^vdand 
here, who is a man of thought and action, where* 
by it is my belief it would be heaving the pilot 
overboard when the gale is blowing on a l^e- 
shora. And I must say, it is not the part of « 
true heart to leave his mates, who have been 
here waiting for him till they have missed stays. 
Our water is well nigh out, and we have junket, 
ed till provisions are low with us. We cannot 

■ I »■ I I II . 11 iii.i l I — P— — ^— — 

* A ship going fiist through the sea is said to eut a 
feather, alluding to the ripple whieh she throws ^<^ from 
her bows. 
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sail without provisions— we caiihot get proviaons 
without the good will of the Sjrkwall folks. If 
we remain here longer, the Halcyon frigate will 
be down upon us^-^he war seen off Peterhead 
two days ttnce,— -and we shall hang up at the 
yard^rm to be suh-^dried. Now, Captain Cleve- 
hind will get us out of the hobble, if any ckn. 
He can play the gentleman with these Kirkwall 
folks, and knows how to deal with them on fair 
term^' and foul too, if there be occasion for it^ 
' ^^ And so you would turn honest Captain Goffe 
a-grazing, would ye r* said an old weath^-beaten 
pirate, who had but one eye ; ^^ what though he 
has his humours, and made my eye dowse the 
glim, in his fancies and frolics, he is as honest a 
man as ever walked a quarterdeck, for all that; 
and d— n me but I stand by him so long as 
toother lantern is lit T ' 

' *^ Why^ you would not hear me oiit,^ said 
Hawkins ;>< a man might as well talk to so many 
n^ers !«— I tell you I propose that Cleveland 
diall only be Captain from one, post meridiem^ 
to five, a. m. during whi^h time Goffe is always 
drunk.'' 
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The Captain of whom he last spoke gave suf- 
ficient proof of the truth of his words, by utter- 
ing an inarticulate growl, and attempting to pre- 
sent a pistol at the mediator Hawkins. 

** Why, look ye now P said Derrick, *' there 
is all the sense he has, to get drunk on coundl* 
day, like one of these poor silly fellows P . 

^^ Ay,^ siud fiunce, ** drunk as Davy^s sow^ in 
the face of the field, the fray, and the senate P 

^^But nevertheless,"** continued Derrick, ''it 
will never do to have two captains in the same 
day. I think week about might suit better««-aiid 
let Cleveland take the first tium.'^ 

'' There are as good here as any of them,^ sidd 
Hawkins ; '' howsomdever, I object nothing to 
Captain Cleveland, and I think he may help us 
into deep water as well as another.^ 

'' Ay,^ exclaimed Bunce, '' and a better figure 
he will make at bringing these SjrkwaUlsrs to 
order than his sober predecessor !— So Captain 
Cleveland for ever r 

^ Stop, gentlemen,^ said Cleveland, who had 
hitherto bten alent ; '' I hope you will not chuse 
me Ciiptam without my own consent ?^ 
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** Ay, by the blue vault of heaven will we,^ 
said Bunce, << if it be pro bonopubUco r 

*^ But hear me^ at least !^ said Cleveland-— 
<< I do consent to take command of the vessel, 
since you wish it, and because I see you will ill 
get out of the scrape without me.^ 

^* Why then I say, Cleveland for ever again T 
shouted Bunce. 

<< Be quiet, pr^jrtibiee, dear Bunce .'-—honest 
Altamont !^ said Cleveland.— *<< I undertake the 
business on this condition ; that when I have got 
the ship cleared for her voyage, with provisions, 
and so forth, you will be content to restore Cap* 
tain^^Goffe to the command, as I said before, and 
put me ashore somewhere, to shift for myself—* 
You will then be sure it is imposable I can be- 
tray you, dnce I will remain with you to the last 
mcmienit^ 

^^ Ay^ and after the last moment too, by the 
blue vault ! os I mistake the matter,^ muttered 
Bunce to himself. 

The matter was now put to the vote; and so , 
confident were the crew in Cleveland's superior 
address and mam^menib, that. the temporary 
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deposition of Goffe found little opposition even 
unong his own partizans^ who reasonably enough 
obsenred, ^^he might at lea&t have kept sober 
to look after his own business. — ^E^en let him 
put it to rights again himself next morning, if he 
wilL'' 

But whai the next morning came, the drunken 
part of the crew, being informed of the issue of 
the deliberations of the council, to which they 
were virtually held to have assented, shewed such 
a superior sense t3i Cleveland'^s merits, that Groffe, 
sulky and malcontent as he was, judged it wisest 
for the present to suppress his £eelings of resents 
ment until a safer opportunity for suffering them 
to explode, and to submit to the degradation 
which so frequ^itly took place among a pira- 
tical crew. 

Cleveland, on his part, resolved to take upon 
him, with spirit and without loss of time, the task 
of extricadag bis ship^s company from their pe- 
rilous dtuation. For this purpose, he ordered the 
boat, with the purpose of g(nng a»hore in person, 
. carrying with him twelve of the stoutest and be$t 
men of the ship's oampaiiy, ^ v^y bmd^KWiely 


156 THE PIKATE. 

appointed, (for the success of thdr nefarious furo* 
fession had enabled the pirates to assume nearly 
as gay dresses as th«r o£Bcers,) and above all, each 
man being sufficiently anned with cutlass andjns- 
tols, and seyeral having pole-axes and poniards. 
Cleveland himself was gallantly dressed in a 
blue coat, lined with crimson silk, and laced with 
gold very richly, crimson damask waistcoat and 
breeches, a velvet cap, richly embnndered, with 
a white feather, white silk stockings, and red- 
heeled shoes, which were the extremity of finery 
among the gallants of the day. He had a gold 
chun several times folded round hb neck^ which 
sustained a whistle of the same metal, the ^irign 
of his authority. Above all, he wore a decoration 
peculiar to those daring depredatcHrs, who, be- 
rides one, or perhaps two, Irace of pistols at their 
belt^had usually two additional braoe^ of the finest 
mounting and workmanship, suspended over th^ 
shoulders in a sorjt of sUng or scarf of crimson 
ribband. The hilt and mounting of the Captain^s 
sword corresponded in value to the rest oi his 
equipment, and his natural good mien was so well 
adapted to the whole equipment, that when he 
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appeared on deck, he was received with a general 
shout by the crew, who, as in other popular so- 
cieties, judged a great deal by the eye. 

Cleveland took with him in the boat, amongst 
others, his predecessor in office, GroiFe, who was 
also very richly dressed, but who, not having the 
advantage o^ such an extericMr as Cleveland's, look* 
ed like a boorish down in the dress of a courtier^ 
or rather like a vulgar-faced footpad decked in 
the spoils of some one whom he had murdered, 
and whose claim to the property of his garments 
is rendered doubtful in the eyes of all who look 
upon him, by the mixture of awkwardness, re* 
morse, crueltjr, and insolence, which clouds his 
countenance. Cleveland probably chose to take 
Ooffe ashore with him, to prevent his having any 
opportunity, during his absence, to debauch the 
crew from th^ allegiance. In this guise they left 
the ship, and singing to their oars, while the water 
foamed higher at the chorus, soon reached the 
quay of Sarkwall. 

The command of the vessel was in the mean 
time entrusted to Bunce, upon whose allegiance 
Cleveland knew that he might perfectly dep^d. 
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and, in a private oonversatioii with hiiki of some 
length, he gave him direcdons how to act in such 
emergencies as might occur. 

These arrangements being made, and Bunce 
having been repeatedly charged to stand upon 
his guard alike agunst the adherents of GoBe and 
any attempt from the shore, the boat put off. 
As she approached the harbour, Cleveland dis- 
played a white flag, and could observe that their 
appearance seemed to occasion a good deal of 
bustle and alarm. People were seen running to 
and fro, and some of them appeared to be getting 
under arms. The battery was manned hastily, 
and the English colours displayed. These were 
alarming symptoms, the rather that Cleveland 
knew, that, though there were no artUlery-men 
in EirkwaU, yet there were many sailors perfectly 
competent to the management of gceat guas, and 
willing enough to undertake such service ifi case 
of Meed. 

Noting these hostile preparations with a heedful 
eye, but suffering nothmg like doubt or anxiety 
to appear on his countenance, Cleveland run the 
boat right for the quay, on which several people. 
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armed with muskets, rifles, and fowling-pieces, 
and others with half-pikes and whaling-knives, 
were now assembled, as if to oppose his landing. 
Apparently, however, they had not positively 
determined what measures they were to pursue ; 
for when the boat reached the quay, those im- 
mediately opposite bore back, and suffered Cleve- 
land and his party to leap ashore without hinder- 
anoe. They immediately drew up on the quay, 
excepting two, who, as their Captain had com- 
manded, remained in the boat, which they put 
off to a little distance ; — a manoeuvre which, while 
it placed the boat (the only one belonging to the 
sloop) out of danger of being seized, indicated a 
sort of careless confidence in Cleveland and his 
party, which was calculated to intimidate their 
opponents. 

The Kirkwallers, however, shewed the old Nor- 
thern blood, put a manly face upon the matter, 
and stood on the quay, with their arms shoulder- 
ed, directly opposite to the rovers, and blocking 
up against them the street which leads to the 
town. 

Cleveland was the first who spoke, as the par- 
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ties stood thus looking upon each other.— *< How 
is this, gentlemen burghers P"^ he said ; *' are you 
Orkney folks turned Highlandmen, that you are 
all under arms so early this morning ? or have 
you manned the quay to give me the honour of 
a salute, upon taking the command of my ship ?^ 

The burghers looked on each other, and one 
of them replied to Clevelan^d—- <' We do not know 
who you are ; it was that other man,^— pointing 
to Groffe — ^< who used to come ashore as Captain.*^ 

*' That other gentleman is my mate, and com- 
mands in my absence,^ said Cleveland ; — '* but 
what is that to the purpose ? I wish to speak with 
your Lord Mayor, or whatsoever you call him.^ 

*< The Provost is sitting in councU with the 
Magistrates,- answered the spokesman. 

** So much the better," replied Cleveland.*- 
" Where do their Worships meet ?** 

'< In the Council-house," answered the other. 

^' Then make way for us, gentlemen, if you 
please, for my people and I are going there." 

There was a whisper among the townspeople ; 
but several were unresolved upon engaging in a 
desperate, and perhaps an unnecessary conflict, 
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mth desperate men ; and the more determined 
dtizens formed the hasty reflection that the stran* 
gers might be more easily mastered in the house, 
or perhaps in the narrow streets which they had 
to traverse, than when they stood drawn up and 
prepared for battle upon the quay. They suffer, 
ed them, therefore, to proceed unmolested ; and 
Cleveland, moving verylslowly, keeping his people 
close together, suffering no one to press upon the 
flanks of his little d^achment, and making four 
men, who constituted his rear-guard, turn round 
and face to the rear from time to time, rendered 
it, by his caution, a very dangerous task to make 
any attempt upon them. 

In this manner they ascended the narrow street, 
and reached the Council-house, where the Ma« 
gistrates were actually sitting, as the citizens had 
informed Cleveland. Here the inhabitants began 
to press forward, with the purpose of mingling 
with the pirates, and availing themselves of the 
crowd in the narrow entrance, to secure as many 
as they could, without allowing them room for 
the free use of their weapons. But this also had 
Cleveland foreseen, and, ere entering the counciU 
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room, h^ caused the entrance to be deared and 
ciecuredf commanding four of his men to face 
down the street, and as many to confiont the 
crowd who were thrusting each otlior forward 
from above. The burghers recoiled back from 
the ferocious, swiqthy, and sun-burned counte- 
nances, as well as the levelled arms, of these des« 
peradoes, and Clevdand, with the rest of his 
party, entered the council-room, where the Magi- 
strates were ntting in council, with very little 
attendance. These gentlemen were thus separa- 
ted eflfectuaUy from the citizens, who looked to 
them for orders, and were perhaps more com- 
pletely at the mercy of Cleveland, than he, with 
his little handful of men, could be said to be at 
that of the multitude by whom they were sur- 
rounded. 

The Magistrates seemed sensible of their dan- 
ger; for they looked upon each other in some 
confusion, when Cleveland thus addressed them : 

"Good morrow, gentlemen,«-Ihope there is no 
unkindness betwixt us. I am come to talk with 
you about getting supplies for my ship yonder in 
the road-stead— -we cannot sail without them." 
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*^ Your ship, sir P'' said the Provost, who was 
a man of sense and spirit,-— *^ how do we know 
that yon are her Captain ?'^ 

** Look at me,'* said Cleveland, " and you will, 
I think, scarce ask the question again.^ 

The Magistrate looked Athim, and accordingly 
did liot think proper to pursue that part of the 
inquiry, but proceeded to say—" And if you are 
her Captain, whence comes ^e, and where is she 
bound for P You look too much like a man-of- 
war's man to be master of a trader, and we know 
that you do not belong to the British navy.'' 

** There are more men-of-war on the sea than 
sail under the British flag,^ replied Cleveland ; 
" but say that I were cdmHiander of a freie-trader 
here, willing to exchange tobacco, brandy, gin, 
and such like, for cuted fish and hides, why, I 
' do not think I deserve So very bad usage from 

the merchants of Kirkwall as to deny me provi- 
rions for my money P" 

" Look you. Captain," said the Town-Clerk, 
** it is not that we are so very strait-laced nei- 
ther — for when gentlemeh of your cloth come 
f this way, it is ds weel, ds 1 tiluld th^ t'rovost. 
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just to do as the collier did when he met the 
devil}— and that is, to have naething to say to 
them, if they have naething to -say to us ;— and 
there is the gentleman,^ pointing to Goffe, '* that 
was Captain before you, and maybe Captain after 
you,^^(<*The cuckold speaks truth in that^^mut- 
tered Gofie,)*-^^ he knows well how handsomely 
we entertiuned him, till he and his men took upon 
them to run through the town like hellicat devils. 
-—I see one of them there !-^that was the very 
fellow that stopped my servant-wench on the 
street, as she carried the lantern home before me, 
and insulted her before my face !^ 

^^ If it please your noble Mayorship''s honour 
and glory,^ said Derrick, the fellow at whom the 
Town-clerk pointed, " it was not T that brought- 
to the bit of a tender that carried the lantern in 
the poop— -it was quite a difPerent sort of a per- 
son," 

** Who was it then, sir ?" said the Provost 

" Why, please your majesty ^s worship," said 

Derrick, making several sea-bows, and describing 

as nearly as he could the exterior of the worthy 

Magistrate himself, <^ he was an elderly gentle- 


\ 


THS PIKATE. 165 


man, Dutch-built, round in the stern^ with a 
white wig and a red nose — ^very like your ma- 
jesty, I think ;" then turning to a comrade, he 
added, *^ Jack, don'*t you think the fellow that 
wanted to kiss the pretty girl with the lantern 
Mother night was very like his worship ?^ 

** By G— , Tom Derrick,'' answered the party 
appealed to, " I believe it is the very man !" 

** This is insolence which we can make you 
repent of, gentlemen !" said the Magistrate, just- 
ly irritated at their eflfrontery ; '* you have be- 
haved in this town, as if you were in an Indian 
village at Madagascar. You yourself. Captain, 
if captain you be, were at the head of another 
riot, no farther since than yesterday. We will 
give you no provisions till we know better whom 
we are supplying. And do not think to bully us ; 
when I shake this handkerchief out at the window, 
which is at my elbow, your ship goes to the bot- 
tom. Remember she lies under the guns of our 
battery.'' 

^^ And how many of these guns are honey- 
combed, Mr Mayor .^'' said Cleveland. He put 
the question by chance ; but instantly perceived 
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from a sort pf oonf/asion vhicb tli!9 Provost ia 

vain endeavoured to. bi^^, that the artillery of 

Kirkwall was not i^ the l^at order. *^t Coiae^ 

come, Mr Mayor,^ hq siud', ^^ bullying will go 

dpwn with us as little as with you* Yov^r giJns 

yonder ^n|l da more harm to the poor old sailors 

who are to work, them, than to our sloQp ; and if 

we bring a broadside to befir on the town, why, 

your wives^ crockery will be in spme danger. 

And then to talk to us of seamen being a little 

firolicso^pe ashore^ why, wjbenare they otherwise ? 

You have the Greenland whalers playing the \ 

devil aiQopg you every now and then ; and the \ 

very Dutchmen cut capers.in the streets of Kirkr 

wall, like poirpoiees before a gale of. wind. I am 

told you are a man of sense, and. I am sure you 

and I could settle this matto* in the course of a 

five minutes palaver*^ 

" Well, sir," swd the, P^rpvost,. " I will b^ar 
what you have to say, if you t^ill wajk thi^ way." 

Cleveland accordingly followed him i^to a 
small interior apartmep^ ap4> when there, ad- 
dressed the Proyoj^t thq^^: ** I wiU lay aside my 
pistols, sir, if you are afraid of them."^ 
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Damn your jpistok^'^ answered the Provost, 
I hare served the kin^ and fealr the sUsell of 
powder as little asyou do.*" 

" So much the better," said Cleveland^ ** for 
you will hear me the more coolly. — Now, sir, let 
us be what perhaps you suspect us, or let us be 
any thing else, what, in die name of HeaV€in, 
can you get by keeping us^ here, but blows and 
bloodshed ? For which, believe me, we are much 
better provided than you can pretend tb be. The 
point is a plain one*— you are desirous to be rid 
of us— we are desirous to be gone. Let us huve 
the means of departure, and we leave: you in« 
stantly."" 

" Look ye. Captain," said the; Provost, " I 
thirst for no man^s blood. You are a poretty fel. 
low, as there were many among the buccaneers 
in my time — ^but there is no harm m "dishing you 
a better trade. You should have the stores and' 
wdcome, for your money, so you would make, 
these seas clear of you. But then, here lies tlie 
rub. The Halcyon frigate is eJcpecl^ here in 
these parts immediately ; when she bears of you 
she will be at you ; for there is nothing the 
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White Lapelle loves better than a rover— you 
are seldom without a cargo of dollars. Well, he 
comes down, gets you under his stem,^ — 

'' Blows us into the air, if you please,^ sidd 
Cleveland. 

^< Nay, that must be as you please, Captain,^ 
Sttd the Provost ; << but then, what is to come 
of the good town of Elrkwall, that has been 
packing and peeling with the King^s enemies ? 
The burgh will be laid under a round fine, and 
it may be that the Provost may not come off so 
easily.^ 

•* Well, then,'* sud Cleveland, " I see where 
your pinch lies. Now, suppose that I run round 
this island of yours, and get into the roadsteJEul 
at Stromness P We could get what we want put 
on board there, without Kirkwall or the Provost 
seeming to have any hand in it ; or, if it should 
be ever questioned, your want of force, and our 
superior strength, will make a sufficient apolo- 

«• That may be,** said th^ Provost ; « but if I 
suffer you to leave your present station, and go 
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elsewhere, I must have some security that you 
will not do harm to the country." 

** And we," said Cleveland, " must have some 
security on our side, that you will not detain us, 
by dribbling out our time till the Halcyon is on 
the coast. Now, I am myself perfectly willing to 
continue on shore as a hostage,| on the one side, 
providing you will give me your word not to be- 
tray me, and send some ma^sti^ate, or person of 
consequence, aboard the sloop, where his safety 
will be guarantee for mine." 

The Provost shook his head, and intimated it 
would be difficult to find a person willing to 
place himself as hostage in such a perilous con- 
dition ; but said he would propose the arrange- 
ment to such of the council as we9*e fit to be trust- 
ed with a matter of such weight. 
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CHAPTER ¥111. 


<^ I left'the piottgfa to go ploughing the deep V* 


WusN the Provost aiid Cleveland had return- 
ed into the public council-room^ the former re- 
tired a second time with sudi of his brethren as 
he thought proper to advise with; and, while 
they were eogiiged in discussing Cleveland'^s pro- 
posal, refreshments ware offered to him and his 
people. These the Captain permitted his people 
to partake of, but with the greatest precaution 
against surprisal, one party relieving the guard, 
whilst the others were at their food. 

He himself, in the meanwhile, walked up and 
down the apartment^ and conversed upon indif- 




' ■». 
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ferent sujby^cts with those present, like a penson 
quite at his ease. 

Amongst these individuals he saw, somewhat 
to bis surprise, TriptolemusYellowley, who, chan. 
cing to be at Kirkwall, had been summoned by 
the Hagistraties, as representative, in a certain 
degree^ of the Lord Chamberlain, to attend coun- 
cil on this occasion. Cleveland immediately re« 
newed the acquaintance which he had formed with 
the agriculturist at Burgh- Westra, and asked him 
his present business in Orkney. 

<^ Just to look after some of my little plans. 
Captain Cleveland. I am weary of fighting with 
wilci beasts at Ephesus yonder, and I just cam 
ower to see how my orchard was thriving, whilk 
I had planted four or five miles from Kirkwall, 
it ipay be an year bygane, and how the bees were 
thriving, whereof I had imported nine skeps, for 
the improvement of the country, and for the turn« 
ing of the heather-bloom into wax and honey.^ 

<* And they thrive, I hope,^ said Cleveland, 
wbo^ however little interested in the matter, sus* 
taii^ed the conversation, as if to break the chilly 
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and embarrassed silence which hung upon the 
company assembled. 

*^ Thrive r replied Triptolemus ; " they thrive 
like every thing else in this country, and that is 
the backward way." • • 

** Want of care, I suppose,* said Cleveland. 

** The contrary, sir, quite and clean the con- 
trary,^' replied the Factor ; " they died of ower 
muckle care, like Lucky Christie's chickens.—-! 
asked to see the skeps, and cunning and joyful 
did the fallow look who was to have taken care of 
them-—' Had there been ony body in charge but 
my sell,' he said, * ye might have seen the skeps, or 
whatever you ca' them ; but there wad hae been 
as mony solan-geese as flees in them, if it hadna 
been for my four quarters ; for I watched them 
so closely, that I saw them a' creeping out at the 
little holes one sunny morning, and if I had not 
stopped the leak on the instant with a bit day, 
the dell a bee, or flee, or whatever they are, 
would have been left in the skeps, as ye ca' them !' 
—In a word, sir, he had dagged up the hives, as 
if the puir things had had the pestilence, and my 
bees were as dead as if they had been smeaked-^ 
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and so ends my hope, generandi gloria mellis^ as 
Virgilius hath it.** 

" There is an end of your mead, then,^ re- 
plied Cleveland; ^^but what is your chance of 
cyder ?— How does the orchard thrive ?'* 

^^ O, Captain ! this same Solomon of the Or- 
cadian Ophir — I am sure no man need to send 
thither to fetch either talents of gold or talents 
of sense ! — I say, this wise man had watered the 
young apple-trees, in his great tenderness, with 
hot water, and they are perished, root and branch ! 
But what avails grieving ?— And I wish you would 
tell me, instead, what is all the din that these 
good folks are making about pirates ? and what 
for are all these ill-looking men, that are armed 
like so mony Highlandmen, assembled in the 
judgment-chamber ? — ^for I am just come from 
the other side of the island, and I have heard 
nothing distinct about it— And, now I look at 
you yoursell. Captain, I. think you have mair of 
these foolish pistolets about you than should suf- 
fice an honest man in quiet times ?^ 

<< And so think I too,^ said the pacific Triton, 
old Haagen, who had beeniui unwilling follower 
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of the daring Montrose ; ^ if you luwl been in the 
Glen of Edderachyllis, when we ^ere sae sair 

» 

worried by Sir John Wolrry— *-^ 

** You have forgot the whole matter, neighbour 
Haagen,^^ said the Factor; " Sir John Urry was 
on your side, and was taVn with Montrose ; by the 
same token, he lost his head V^ 

<« Did he P" said the Triton.—" I believe you 
may be right ; for he dianged sides mair than 
anes, and wha kens whilk he died for ? — But al» 
ways he was there, and so was I ;— a fight there 
was, and I never wish to see another !^^ 

The entrance of the Provost here interrupted 
their desultory conversation.—" We have deter- 
mined,^ he said, ^^ Captain, that your ship shall 
go round to Stromness, or Scalpa-flow, to take 
in stores, in order that there may be no more 
quarrels between the Fair folks and your seamen. 
And as you wish to stay on shore to see the Fair, 
we intend to send a respectable gentleman on 
board your vessel, to pilot her round the Main- 
land, as the navigation is but ticklish.^ 

" Spoken like a sensible and quiet magistrate, 
Mr Mayor,^ S£ud Cleveland, " and no otherwise 


^^mm^ 


THE PIRATE. 175 

than as I expected. — And what gentleman is to 
honour our quarter-deck during my absence ?^ 

*^ We have fixed that too. Captain Cleveland,^ 
said the Provost ; " you may be sure we were 
each more desirous than another to go upon so 
pleasant a voyage, and in sudi good company ; 
but being Fair time, most of us have some affairs 
in band— I myself, in respect of my office, can- 
not be well q)ared— the eldest Batllie^s wife is ly- 
ing-in—the Treasurer doesnot agree with,the sea 
—two Baillies have the gout— the other two are 
absent from town— and the other fifteen members 
of council are all engaged on particular business.*^ 

** All that I can tell you,** Mr Mayor, said 
Cleveland, raising his voice, ** is, that I ex- 
pect—'* 


« 


Amomenf s patience, if you please. Captain,*" 
said the Provost, interrupting him — *' So that 
we have come to the resolution that our worthy 
Mr Triptolemus Yellowley, who is Factor to the 
Lord Chamberlain of these islands, shall, in re- 
spect of his official situation, be preferred to the 
honour and pleasure of accompanyingyou.'' 
" Me V* said the astonished Triptolamus ; 
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<< what the devil should I do going on your voy- 
ages ? — ^my bu^ess is on dry land !^ 

** The gentlemen want a pilot,^ said the Pro- 
vost, whispering him, *^ and there is no eviting 
to give them one.^ 

*< Do they want to go bump on diore, then ?^ 
said the Factor— -^^ how the devil should I pilot 
them, that never touched rudder in my life ?** 

« Hush ! — ^hush !— be silent r said the Pro- 
vost ; " if the people of this town heard ye say 
such a word, your utility, and respect, and rank, 
and every thing else, is clean gone ! — ^No man is 
any thing with us island folks, unless he can hand, 
reef, and steer .'—besides, it is but a mere form ; 
and we will send old Pate Sinclair to help you. 
You will have nothing to do but to eat, drink, 
and be merry all day,'' 

*^ Eat and drink P'' said the Factor, not able to 
comprehend exactly why this piece of duty was 
pressed upon him so hastily, and yet not very 
capable of resisting or extricating himself from 
the toils of the more knowing Provost — " Eat 
and drink ! — ^that is all very well ; but, to speak 
truth, the sea does not agree with me any more 

15 
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than with the Treasurer ; and I have always a 
better appetite for eating and drinking ashore."" 

** Hush, hush, hush V agsdn s^dd the Provost, 
in an under tone of earnest expostulation ; ^^ would 
you actually i^uin your character out and out ?— - 
A Factor of the High Chamberlain of the Isles 
of Orkney and Zetland, and not like the sea !— 
you might as well say you are a Highlander, and 
do not like whisky !^^ 

^^ You must settle it somehow, gentlemeii,^^ said 
Captain Cleveland ; ^^ it is time we were Under 
weigh — Mr Triptolemus Yellowley, are tire to be 
honoured with your company F^ 

*• I am sure. Captain Cleveland,'' stammered 
thd Factor, ^^ I would have no objection to go 
any where with you— only "^ 

*• He has no objection,'' said the Provost, catch- 
ing at the first limb of the sentence, without await- 
ing the conclusion. 

** He has no objection,^ cried the TreasUi^r. 

<^ He has no objection," sung out the whole 
four Bailies together ; and the fifteen Councillors, 
all catching up the same phrase of assent, repeated 
it in chorus, with the additions of-«^^ good man" 
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»— "public 3pirited''-*<< honourable geuUecaau^ 
— " burgh eternally obliged^-^" where will you 
find such a worthy Factor ?" and so forth. 

Astonished and confused at the praises with 
which he was overwhelmed on all sides, and in 
no shape understanding the nature of the trans- 
action that was going forward, the astounded and 
overwhelmed agriculturist became incapable of 
resisting the part of the Kirkwall Curtfus thus 
insidiously forced upon him, and was delivered 
up by Captqin Cleveland to his party, with the 
strictest injunctions to treat him with honour jEind 
attention. Goffe and his companions began now 
to lead him off, amid the applauses of the whole 
.meeting, after the manner in which the victim of 
ancient days was garlanded and greeted by shouts, 
when consigned to the priests, for the purpose of 
being led to the altar as a sacrifice for the com- 
monweal. It was while they tllus conducted, and 
in a manner forced him out of th^ oouncil*cbam- 
ber, th^t poor Triptolemus, much alarmed at find- 
ing that Cleveland, in whc»n he had sope confi- 
dence} was to remain behind the party, tried, when 
just going out at the dooi*, t)i^; (^ffect qf one re- 
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monstrating bellow.—** Nay, but, Prdvoat !— »- 
Captain ! — Baillies !-^Treastti?er !-*-Couilcillors ! 
— -if Captmn Cleveland does not go aboard to pro- 
tect me, it is nae bargain, and go I will not, un- 
less I am trailed with cart-ropes r 

His protest was, however, drowned in the una^- 
nimous chorus of the Magistrates and Councillors 
returning him thanks for his public spirit->-wish*- 
Ing him a good voyage— 4ind praying to Heaven 
for his happy and speedy return. Stunned and 
overwhelmed, and thinking, if he had any dis- 
tinct thoughts at all, that Remonstrance was vain, 
"where friends and strangers seemed alike deter- 
mined to carry the point against him, Triptol^ 
mus, without further resistance, suffered himself 
to be conducted into the street, where the pi- 
rate^s boat's crew, assembling around him, began 
to move slowly towards the quay, many of the 
townsfolks following out of curiosity, but with- 
out any attempt at interference or annoyance; 
for the pacific compromise which the dexterity 
of the first magistrate had achieved, was unani- 
mously approved of as a much better settlement 
of the disputes betwixt them and the strangerSf, 
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than might bare been attained by the dubious 
issue of an appeal to arms* 

Meanwhile, as they went slowly along, Tripto- 
lemus had time to study the appearance, counte- 
nance, and dress of those into whose hands he bad 
been thus deUvered^ and began to imagine that he 
read in their looks not only the general expres- 
sion of a desperate character, but some »nister 
intentions directed particularly towards himself* 
He was alarmed by the truculent looks of Goffe, 
in particular, who, holding his arm with a gripe 
which resembled in delicacy of touch' the com- 
pression of a smi&V vice, cast on him from the 
outer comer of his eye oblique glances, like those 
which the eagle throws upon the prey which she 
has clutched, ere yet she proceeds to plume it 
At length Yellowley^s fears got so far the better 
of his prudence, that he fairly asked his terrible 
conductor, in a sort of crying whisper, ** Are you 
going to murder me, Captain, in the face of the 
laws baith of God and man f^ 

** Hold your peace, if you are wise," said Goffe, 
who had his own reasons for desiring to increase 
the panic of his captive ; ^^ we have not murder- 
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ed a man these three months, and why should 
you put us in mind of it ?^ 

^^ You are but joking, I hope, good worthy 
Captain,^ replied Triptolemus. ^* This is worse 
than witches, dwarfs, dirking ci whales, and 
cowping of cobles, put ail together J— this is an 
away-gaaging crop, with a vengeance !— What 
good, in Heaven^s name, would murdering me 
do to you ?** 

^< We might have some pleasure in it, at least,^ 
said Goffe. — <^ Look these fellows in the face, 
uid see if you see one among them that would 
not rather kill a man than let it alone ?— -But we 
will speak more of that when you have first had 
a taste of the bilboes-sunless, indeed, you come 
down with a handsome round handful of Chili 
boards* for your ransom.^ 

" As I shall live by bread. Captain,*" answer- 
ed the Factor, <> that misbegotten dwarf has car- 
ried off the whole hornful of rilver !" 


* Commonly called by landsmen Spanish dollara. 
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. <*A cat-and-nioe-tails will make you find it 
agidn,^ said Groffe, gruffly ; << flogging and pickling 
is an excellent receipt to bring a man^s wealth into 
bis mind— twiBting a bow-string round bis skull 
till the eyes start a little is a rery good way too.^ . 

" Captain,^ replied YeUowley, stoutly, " I 
have no money-— seldom can improvers have.— i- 
We turn pasture to tillage, and barley into aits> 
and heather into greensward, and the poor yarr 
piOf as the bemghted creatures here call their 
peat^bogs, into baittle grass-land ; but we seldom 
make any thing of it that comes back to our aii^ 
pouch.— The carles and the cart-avers make it 
aU, and the carles and the cairt-avers eat it all^ 
and the de^il chnk doun with it r 

<« Well, well,^ said Goffe, " if you be really 
a poor fellow, as you. pretend, 1^11 stand your 
firiend;^ then inclining his head so as to touch 
the ear of the Factor, who stood on tip-toe with 
anxiety, he said, ^^ If you love your life, do not 
enter the boat with us 1^^ 

•* But how am I to get away from you, while 
you hold me so fast by the arm, that I could not 
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get off if the whole year's crop of Scotland d^ 
pended on it ?^ 

" Harkye, you gudgeon,** said Goffe, " just 
when you come to the water^s edge, and when 
the fellows are jumping in and taking their oars, 
slue yourself round suddenly to the larhoard— • 
I will let go your amir-^nd then cut and run 
for your life !" 

Triptolemus did as he was desired, Go^Te^s wilt- 
ing hand relaxed the grasp as he had promised, 
the agriculturist trundled off like a foot«ball that 
has just received a strong impulse from the foot 
of one of the players, and, with celerity which 
surprised himself as well as all beholders, fled 
through the town of Kirkwall. Nay, such was 
the impetus of his retreat, that, as if the grasp of 
the pirate was still open to pounce upon him, he 
never stopped till he had traversed the whole town, 
and attained the open country on the other side. 
They who had seen him that day — ^his hat and 
wig lost in the sudden effort he had made to bolt 
forward, his cravat awry, and his waistcoat un- 
buttoned,-^-4ind who bad an opportunity of com- 
paring his. round spherical form and short legs 
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with the portentous speed at which he sooured 
through the streets, inight well say, that if Fury 
ministers arms, Fear confers wings. 

There was no pi^rsuit after the agriculturist ; 
and though a musket or two were presented, for 
purpose of sending a leaden messenger after him, 
yet Goffe, turning peace-maker for once in his { 

life, so exaggerated the dangers which would at* 
tend a breach of the truce with the people of 
Kirkwall, that he prevailed upon the boat^s crew 
to forbear any active hostilities, and to pull off 
for their vessel with aU dispatch. i 

The burghers, who regarded the escape of 1 

Triptolemus as a triumph on their side, gave the 
boat three cheers, byway of an insulting farewell ; 
while the Magistrates, on the other hand, enter- 
tained great anxiety respecting the probable con- 
sequences of this breach of articles between them 
and the pirates ; and, could they have seized upon 
the furtive very privately, instead of compliment- 
ing him with a civic feast in honour of the agility 
which he displayed, it is likely they might have 
delivered the run-away hostage once more into 
the hands of his foemen. But it was impossible to 
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set their face publicly to such on act of violence, 
and therefore they contented themselves vnth 
closely watching Cleveland, whom they deter- 
mined to make responsible for any aggression 
which might be attempted by the pirates. Cleve- 
land, on his part, easily conjectured that the 
motive which Goffe had for suffering the hostage 
to escape was to leave him answerable for all con- 
sequences, and, relying more on the attachment 
and intelligence of his friend and adherent Fre- 
derick Altamont, alias Jack Bunce, than on any 
thing else, expected the result with considerable 
anxiety, ^nce the Ma^strates, though they con- 
tinued to treat him with civility, plainly intimated 
they would regulate his treatment upon the beha* 
viour of the crew, though he no longer command- 
ed them. 

It was not, however, without some reason that 
he reckoned on the devoted fidelity of Bunce ; for 
no sooner did that trusty adherent receive from 
Goffe, and the boaf s crew, the news of the es- 
cape of Triptolemus, than he immediately con- 
eluded it had been favoured by the late Captain, 
in order that, Cleveland being either put to deatl^ 
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or consigned to hopeless imprisonment, Gt)ife 
might be called upon to resume the cmnmand of 
the vessel. 

<^ But the drunken old boatswain shall miss 
his mark,^ saidBunce to his confederate Fletcher; 
*< or else I am contented to quit the name of Al- 
tamont, and be called Jack Bunce, or Jack 
Dunce, if you like it better, to the end of the 
chapter." 

Availing himself accordingly of a sort of nau* 
tical eloquence, which his enemies termed slack-* 
jaw, Bunce set before the crew, in a most animated 
manner, the disgrace which thej all sustained 
by their Captain remaining, as he was pleased to 
term it, in the bilboes, without any hostage to 
answer for his safety, and succeeded so far, that, 
besides exciting a good deal of discontent against 
Goffe, he brought the crew to the resolution of , 
sdzing the first vessel of a tolerable appearance, 
and declaring that the ship, crew, and Cargo, 
should be dealt with according to the usage which 
Cleveland should receive on shore. It was judged 
at the same time proper to try the faith of the 
Orcadians, by removing from the road-stead of 
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Kirkwall, and going round to that of Stromness, 
where, according to the treaty betwixt Provost 
Torf and Captain Cleveland, they were to vic- 
tual their sloop. They resolved, in the mean- 
time, to entrust the command of the vessel to a 
council, consisting of Gofie, the boatswain, and 
Bunce himself, until Cleveland should be in a 
situation to resume his command«« 

These resolutions having been proposed and 
acceded to, they weighed anchor, and got their 
sloop under weigh, without experiencing any op- 
position or annoyance from the battery, which 
relieved them of one important apprehension in- 
cidental to their situation. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Clap on more sail, pursue, up with your fights. 
Give fire— she is my prize, or ocean whelm them alL 

SBAKESPEikaE. 


A VEEY handsome brig, which, with several 
other vessels, was the property of Magnus Troil, 
the great Zetland Udaller, had received on board 
that Magnate himself, his two lovelj daughters, 
and the facedous Claud Halcro, who, for friend- 
ship's sake chiefly, and the love of beauty proper 
to his poetical calling, attended them on their 
journey from Zetland to the capital of Orkney, 
to which Noma had referred them, as the place 
where her mystical oracles should at length re- 
ceive a satisfactory explanation. They passed 


THE PIRATE. 189 

at a distance the tremendous cliffs of the lonely 
spot of earth called the Fair Isle, whicb^ at an 
equal distance from either Archipelago, lies in 
the sea which divides Orkney from Zetland, and 
at length, after some baffling winds, made the 
Start of Sanda. Off the headland so named, they 
became involved in a strong current, well known 
by those who frequent these seas, as the Boost of 
the Start, which carried them considerably otit of 
their course, and, joined to an adverse wind, for- 
ced them to keep on the east side of the islai^ of 
StTonsa, and, finally, compelled them to lie bye 
for the night in Papa Sound, since the naviga^ 
tion in dark or thick weather, amongst so many 
low islands, is neither pleasant nor safe. 

On the ensuing morning, they resumed their 
voyage under more favourable auspices, and coast- 
ing along the island of Stroiisa, whose flat, ver- 
dant, and comparatively fertile shores, formed a 
strong contrast to the dun hills and dark cliffs of 
their own islands, they doubled the cape called 
the Lambhead, and stood away for Kirkwall. 

They had scarce opened the beautiful bay 
betwixt Pomona and Shapinsha, and the sister!^ 
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were admiring the massive church of Saint Mag- 
nus, as it was first seen to rise from amongst the 
inferior buildings of Kirkwall, when the eyes 
of Magnus and of Claud Halcro were attracted 
bj an object which thej thought more interest- 
ing« This was an armed sloop with her sails set, 
which had just left the anchorage in the baj, 
and was running before the wind by which the 
brig of the Udaller was beating in. 

'^ A tight thing that, by my ancestors bones,^ 
said the old Udaller ; *^ but I cannot make out of 
what country, as she shews no colours. Spanish 
built, I should think her.*" 

" Ay, ay," said Claud Halcro, " she has all 
the look of it. She runs before the wind that we 
must battle with, which is the wonted way of the 
world. As glorious John says, 

* With roomy deck, and guns of mighty strength. 
Whose low-laid mouths each mounting billow laves. 

Deep in her draught, and warlike in her length. 
She seems a sea- wasp flying on the wares^' " 

Brenda could not help telling Halcro, when 
he had spouted this stanza with great enthusi- 
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tusm^ ^^ that though thie description was inore like 
a first-rate than a sloop, yet the simile of the sea- 
wasp served but indiflfercntly for either," 

" A uea-wasp," said Magnus, looking with 
sooie surprise, as the sloop, shifting her course, 
suddenly bore down on then). ^^ Egad, I wish 
she may not shew us presently that she has a 
^ting.'' 

What the Udaller said in jest, was fulfilled in 
earnest ; for, without hoisting colours, or hail- 
ing, two shots were discharged from the sloop, 
one of which ran dipping and dancing upon the 
water, just a-head of the Zetlander^s bows, while 
the other went through his main-sail* Magnus 
caught up a speaking-trumpet and hailed the 
sloop, to demand what she was, and what was 
the meaning of this unprovoked aggression. 
He was only answered by the stern command, 
" Down top-sails instantly, and lay your main- 
sail to the mast*-you shall see who we are pre- 
sently/' i 

There was no means within the reach of pos- 
sibility by which cibedience could be evaded, 
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Inhere it il'ould instantly have been enforced by 
a broadside t and with much fear on the part of 
the sisters and Clalid Halcro, mixed with anger 
and astonishment on that of the Udaller, the brig 
lay-to tor await the commands of the captors. The 
sloopi immediately lowered a boat, with six armed 
hands, commanded by Jack Bunce, which ro'wed 
directly for their prize. As they approached her, 
Claud Halcro whispered to the Udaller, ** If what 
we hear of buccaneers be true, these men, with 
their nlk scarfs and rests, have the very cut of 
them.** 

** My daughters f my daughters T muttered 
Mi^us to himself, with such an agony as only 
a father could feel— ^^ Go down below^ and hide 
yourselves, girls, while I •" 

He threw down his speaking-trumpet, and 

seized on a handspike^ while his daughters, more 

afrud of the consequences of his fiery temper to 

himself than of any thing else, hung round him, 

and begged him to make no resistance. Claud 

Halcro united his entreaties, adding, ^^ It were 

best pacify the fellows with fair words.— They 
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roight,"^ he said, *^ be Dunkirkers, or hisdent 
man-of-war^s men on a frolic/*^ 

" No, no,'' answered Magnus, " it is the sloop 
which the Jagger told us of. But I will take 
your advice — I will have paUence for these girls' 
sakes; yet — 5—" 

He had no time to conclude the s^tence^ for 
Bunce jumped on board with his party, and 
drawing his cutlass, struck it upon the compa*^ 
nion-ladder, and declared the ship was theirs* 

^^ By what warrant or authority do you stop 
us on the high seas ?^ said Magnus« 

*' Here are half a dozen of warrants," said 
Bunce, shewing the pistols which were hung 
round him, according to a pirate-fashion already 
mentioned^ ^^ chuse which you like, old gentle- 
man, and you shall have perusal of it presently.'' 

** That is to say, yoii intend to rob us?" said 
Magnus.-^^^ So be it — we have no means to help 
it — only be civil to the women, apd take what 
you please firom the vessel. There is not much, 
but I will and can make it worth more, if you 
use us well." 
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^ Civil to the women T said Fletcher, who 
had also come on board with the gang — ^* when 
were we else than dvil to them ? ay^ and kind to 
boot ?— Look here, Jack Bunce ! — what a trim- 
going little thing here is ! — ^By Gr — , she shall 
make a cruize with us, come of old Squaretoes 
what will r 

He seized upon the terrified Brenda with one 
hand, and Insolently pulled back with the other 
the hood of the mantle in which she had muffled 
lierself. 

<^ Help, father !-— help, Minna !^ exclaimed the 
affrighted girl, unconscious at the moment that 
they were unable to render her assistance. 

Magnus agidn uplifted the handspike, but 
Bunce stopped his hand.— -^< Avast, father !^ he 
siud, ^* or you will make a bad voyage of it pre* 
gently-— And you, Fletcher, let go the girl !"* 

*• And d — ^n me ! why should I let her go ?'^ 
said Fletcher. 

^< Because I command you, Dick,^ said the 

other, << and because III make it a quarrel else. 

. -—And now let me know, beauties, is there one of 
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you bears that queer heathen name of Minna, foe 
whkh I have a certain sort of regard ?^ 

^^ Gallant sir !^ sud Halcro, ^< unquestionably 
k is because you have some poetry in your heart.**^ 

*^ I have had enough of it in my mouth in my 
time,^ answered Bunce ; <* but that day is by, 
old gentlexnan— however, I sliall soon find out 
which of these girls is Minna. — ^Throw back your 
inufllings from your faces, and don^t be afraid, 
my bright Lindamiras, no one here shall meddle 
with you to do you wrongi-^On my soul, two 
pretty wenches— -I wish I were at sea in an egg- 
shell, and a rock under my le&-boW) if I would 
wish a better leaguer-lass than the worst of them ! 
Hark you, my girls, which of you would like to 
swing in a roter^s hammock P— -you shbuld have 
gold for the gathering !^ 

The terrified girls clung close together^ and 
grew pale at the bold and familiar language of 
the deq>erate libertine* 

** Nay, daa\ be frightened," sud he ; "no one 
shall serve under the noble Altamont but by her 
own free choice.^-^There is no pressing amongst 
gentlemen of fortune. And do not look sd shy 
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upon me neither, as if I spoke of what you never 
thought of before. One of you, at least, has heard 
of Captmn Cleveland, the Rover.*^ 

Brenda grew still paler, but the blood mount- 
ed at onoe in Minna^s cheeks, on hearing the name 
of her lover thus unexpectedly introduced ^ for 
the scene was in itself so confounding, that the 
idea of the vessePs being the consort of which 
Cleveland had spoken, at Burgh- Westra had oc- 
curred to no one save the Udallen 
• ^^ I see how it ist** said Bunce, with a familiar 
nod, " and I will hold my course accordingly. 
You need not be afrfiid of any injury, father/' 
he added, addressing Magnus familiarly ; ^^ and 
though I have made many a pretty girl pay tri- 
bute in my time, yet yours shall go asl>ore with., 
out either wrong or ransom.'' 

". If you will assure me of that," said Magniis, 
^^ you are as welcome to the brig and cargo as 
ever I made man welcome to a can of punch." . 

'^ Aiid it is no bad thing that same can of 
punch," said Bunce, ** if we had any one here: 
that could mix it well." 

" I will do it," said Claud Halcro, 5« with any 
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mail that ever squeezed lemon, — Erick Scambes- 
ter, the punch-maker of Burgh-Westra, being 
alone excepted." 

"And you are within, a grapnelPs length of 
him too," said the Udaller.— ** Go down below, 
my girls," he added, " and send up the rare old 
man and the punch-bowl " 

" The punch-bowl !" said Fletcher ; " I say 
the bucket, d— -n me ! — Talk of bowls in the 
cabin of a paltry merchantman, but not to gen- 
tlemen strollers — ^rovers, I would say," correpting 
liimself, as he observed that Bunce looked sour 
at the mistake. 

** And I say these two pretty girls shall stay 
on deck and fill my can,^ said Bunce ; ^' I de- 
serve some attendance at least for all my genero- 
sity.** 

"And they shall fill mine too," said Fletcher 
•— •* they shall fill it to the brim, and I will have 
a kiss for every drop they spill — ^broil me if I 
won't!" 

" Why then I tell you you shan't !" said 
Bunce ; " for I'll be d— d if any one shall kiss 
Minna but one^ and that's neither vou nor I ; and 
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her other little bit of a consort shall ^scape for 
•company ;— thete are jdenty of willing wendiea 
in Orkney. And so, now I think on it, these ^Is 
shall go down below and bolt themselves into the 
cabin, and w^ wlU have the punch up here on 
deck cijrescoy as the old gentleman proposes.^ 

" Why, Jack, I wish you knew your owol 
mind,^ said Fletcher; <^ I have been your mess- 
mate these two years, and I love you ; and yet 
flay me like a wild bullock, if you have not as 
many humours as a monkey ! — ^And what shall 
we have to make a UtUe fqn pf, ttnce you have | 

sent the girls down below P^ 

*^ Why, we will have Master Punch-maker 
here^* answered Bunce, ^* to give us toasts and 
sing us songs— And in the meantime, you there, 
stand by sheets and tacks, and get her under way \ 
«— and you, steerpmKn^ as you would keep your 
brains in your skull, keep her under the steru 
pf th^ slpop.' If you attempt to play us any 
trick, I will s[cutt|e your sconce as if it were an 
old calabash P 

The vessel was accordingly got under way, 
and moved slowly on in the wake of the sloop, 
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which, as had been {ureTiousIj agreed upon, held 
her course not to return to the Bay of Kirkwall, 
but for an excellent roadstead called Inganess 
Bay, fonned by a promontory which extends to 
the eastward two cm* three miles from the Orca- 
dian metropolis, and where the vessels might con- 
veniottly lie at anchor, while the rovers maintain- 
ed any communication with the Magistrates which 
the new state of things seemed to require. 

Meantime Claud Halcro had exerted his ut- 
most talents in compounding a bucket-full of 
punch for the use of the pirates, which they drank 
out of large cans ; the ordinary seamen, as well 
as Buace and Fletcher, who acted as officers, dip- 
ping them into the budget with very little cere- 
mony, as they came and went upon their duty* 
Magnus, who was particularly i^pprehensive that 
liquor nught awaken the bri^tal passions of these 
desperadoes, was yet so much astonished at the 
quantities which he saw them drink, without 
produdmg any visible ^ect upon their reason, 
that he could not help expressing his sinprise to 
Bunce himself, who, wild as he was, yet appear- 
ed by far the most civil and conversable of his 
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party, and whom he was, perhaps, desirous to 
conciliate, by a compliment of which all boon 
topers know the value. 

*< Bones of Saint Magnus r said the I3daller, 
*< I used to think I took off my can like a gentle- 
man ; but to see your men swallow. Captain, one' 
would think their stomachs were as bottomless 
as the hole of Laifell in Foula, which I have' 
sounded myself with a line of a hundred fa-' 
thoms.'* 

** In our way of life, sir,*^ answered Bunce, 
<< there is no stint till the duty calls, or the 
puncheon is drank out^ 

** By my word, sir," swd Claud Halcro, ** I 
believe there is not one of your people but could 
dri^ik out the micUe bicker of Scapa, which was 
always offered to the Bishop of Orkney brimful 
of the best bumnipck that ever was brewed." 

** If drinking could make them bishops," said 
Bunce, " I should have a reverend crew of them; 
but, as they have no other clerical qualities about 
them, I do not propose that they shall get drunk 
to-day ; so we will cut our drink with a song." 

<< And ni sing it, by !^ said or swore 

11 
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Dick Fletcher, and instaatly struck up the old 
diUy— 

'* It was a ship, and a ship of fame, 
Launch'd off the stocks, bound for the main, 
With a hundred and fifty brisk youpg men^ 
All picked and chosen every one." 

'^ I would socmer be keel-hauled than hear 
that song over again/^ said Bunce ; ^f and con* 
found jour lantern jaws, you can squeeze nothing 
else out of them."^ 

*f By , ^ said Fletcher, " I will sing my 

song, whether you like it or no ;"" and again he 
sung, with the doleful tone of a north-easter 
whistling through sheet and shrouds, 

*' Captain Glen was our captain's name, 
A very gallant and brisk young man ; 
As bold a sailor's e'er went to sea. 
And we were bound for High Barbary^" 


<i 


I tell you agjun,'^ said Bunce, " we will have 
none of your screech-owl music here ; and Til 
be d«— d if you shall sit here and make that in-; 
femal noise.^ 

« Why then, I'll tell you what," said Fletcher, 
getting up, ^^ I'll sing when I walk about, and 
I hope there is no harm in that, Jack Bunce.*^' 
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And so gettinf( up from bis seat, he began to 
walk up and down the sloop, croaking out bis 
long and disastrous ballad. 

^* You see how I manage them,^ said Bunce, 
with a smile of self-a^^lause— ^' allow that fel« 
low two strides on his own way, and you make 
a mutineer of him for life. But I tie him strict 
up, and he follows me as kindly as a fowWs 
spaniel, after be has got a good beating.— And 
now your toast and your song, sir,^ addressing 
Halcro; " or rather your song without your 
toast. I have got a toast for myself. Hete is 
suecess to all roving blades, and confuBAon to all 
honest men !^ 

^^ I should be sorry to drink that toast, if I 
could help it,*^ said Magnus TroiL 

^^ What, you reckon yourself one of the ho- 
nest folks, I warrant,'* ssad Bunce. — " Tell me 
your trade, and Fll tell you what I think of it. 
As for the punch-maker here, I knew him at first 
glance to be a tailor, who has, tlier^ore, no more 
pretensions to be honest than not to be maogy. 
But you are some High Dutch skipper, I war- 
rant me, that tranqples on the cross when he is in 
Japan, and denies his religion for a day'^s gain.'*' 
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<< No,^ replied the Udaller, ^ I sm a gentle- 
man of ^etland.^ 

<< O, what,^ retorted the satirical Mr Bunce, 
<< you are come from the happy climate where 
gin is a groat a bottle, aod where there is day- 
light for ever ?^ 

^ At your service, Captain,^ said the Udaller, 
suppressing with much pain , some disposition to 
resent th^se jests on his <x>untry9 although under 
every risl^, and at all disadvantage. 

^ Atw^ serviqe T said Bunce— •** Ay, if there 
was a rope stretched from the wreck to the beach, 
you would be at my s^vice to cut the hawser, 
maikeJlqfUsome and Jetsome of ship and cargo, 
and well if you did not g^ve me a rap on the head 
with the back of the cutty-axe ; and you call 
yourself honest f But never mind— -here goes the 
aforesaid toast— and do you sing me a song. Mas- 
ter Fashioner ; and look it be as gpod as your 
punch.'' 

Halcro intemaUy praying for the powers of a 
new Timotheus, to turn his striun and check his 
pride, as glorious John had it, began a heai^ 
soothing ditty with the followmg lines : 
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" Maidens fresh as fairest rose. 
Listen to this lay of mine/* 

' *' I will hear nothing of maidens or roses,"' 
said Bunce ; ** it puts me in mind what sort 6F 

a cargo we have got on board ; and, by , I 

will be true to my messmates and my captain as 
long as I can. — And now I think on't, I'll ha^«e 
no more punch either-— that last cup made in- 
novation, and I am not tq play Cassio to-night 
^-and if I drink not, nobody else shall," 

So saying, he manfully kicked over the bucket, 
which, notwithstanding the repeated applications 
made to it, was still half full, got up from his 
«eat, shook himself a little to rights, as he ex« 
pressed it, cocked his hat, and walking the quar- 
ter-deck with an air of dignity, gave, by word 
and signal, the orders for bringing the ships to 
anchor, which were readily obeyed by both, 
Goffe being then, in all probability, past any 
rational state of interference. 

The Udaller, in the meantime, condoled with 
Halcro on their situation. •* It is bad enough," 
said the tough old Norseman ; " for these are 
rank rogue&-^and yet, were it not for the girls. 
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I should not fear them. That young vapouring 
fellow, who seems to command, is not such a 
bom devil as he might have been/^ 

*< He has queer humours, though,^ said Hal^ 
cro; **and I wish we were loose from him. • To 
kick down a bucket half full of the best punch 
ever was made, and to cut me short in the 
sweetest song I ever wrote, — I promise you, I do 
not know what he may do next— it is next door 
•to madness." 

Meanwhile the ships being brought to anchor, 
the valiant Lieutenant Bunce called upon Fletcher, 
and resuming his seat by his unwilling passeo* 
gers, he told them they should see what message 
he was about to send to the wittols of Kirkwall^ as 
tliey were something concerned in it. ^^ It shall 
run in Dick^s name,^ he said, *^ as well as in mine. 
I love to give the pooi^ young fellow a little coun* 
tenance now and then— -don'^t I, Dick, you d — d 
i^tupid ass ?*" 

** Why, yes, Jack BuncCj"* said Dick, *^ I 
can't say but as you do ; only you are always 
bullocking one about something or other too— 
but, howsomdever, d'ye s^< 
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*' Enough aaid—^idaj your jaw, Dick/^ said 
BuDce, and {iroceeded to write his epistle^ which, 
being read aloud, proved to be of the fiJlowing 
tenor : ^' For the Mayor and Aldennen of Kirk- 
wall.— ^Gkntlemen, As, contrary to your good 
faith given, you have not sent us on board a host- 
age for the safety of our Captain remaining on 
shore at yout request, these come to tell you, we 
are not thus to be trifled with. We have already 
in our possession a brig, with a family of dis* 
tincdon, its owners and passaigers ; and as you 
deal with our Captain, so will we deal with them 
in every respect. And as this is the iSvst, sa as- 
sure yourselves it shall not ^be the last damage 
which we will do to your town and trade^ if you 
do not send on board our Captain, and supply 
us with stores according to treaty. 

*^ Given on board the brig Mergoose of Burgh 
Westra, lying in Inganess Bay. Witness out 
hands, commanders of the Fortune^s Favourite, 
and gentlemen adventurers^^ 

He then subscribed himself Fredmek Alta- 
mont, and handed the letter to Fletcher, who 
read the said subscription with much difficulty ; 
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and admiring tbe sound of it very much, swore 
he would have a new name himself, and the ra- 
ther that Fletcher was the most crabbed word to 
spell and conster, he believed, in the whole dic- 
tionary. He subscribed himself accordingly Ti- 
modiy Tugmuttoo, 

^ Will you not add a few lines to the cox- 
combs ?^ said Bunce^ addresnng Magnus. 

^ Not I,^ returned the Udaller, stubborn in 
1m ideas of right and wrong, even in so formi- 
dable aa emergency. ^^ The Magistrates of Kirlo- 
wall know their duty ; and were 1 they—''* But 
here. the. recollection that bis daughters were at 
the mercy of these ruffians, blanked the bold 
visage of Magnus Troil, and checked the de&. 
aace which was just about to i3sue firom hia 
lips. 

"D— n me," s«d Bunce, who eadlly conjec- 
tured what was passing in the mind of his pri* 
soner— <^ that pause would have told well on the 
stage — ^it would have brought down pit^^tK^r^ 
and gallery, egad^ as Bayes has it.^ 

** I will hear nothing of Bayes," said Claud 
Halcro> (himself a little elevated,) ^^ it is an im^ 
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fHident satire on glorious John ; but he tickled 
Buckingham off for it— 

* In the first rank of these did Zimri stand; 
A man so varions- 


• >« 


'^ Hold your peace,^ siud Bunce, drowhmg the 
voice of the admirer of Dryden in louder and more 
vehement asseveration, *^ the Behearsal is the best 
faree ever was written— and Fll make hiiA kiss 
the gtinner^s daughter that deniei^ it D-hi me, 
I was the best Prince Prettyman ever walked the 
boardi^— > 

' Sometimes a fisher's sbn^ sometimes a prince.. 

But let us to business^*— Hatk ye, old gentleman, 
(to Magnus,) you have a sort of sulkzne^ about 
you, for which some of my profession would cut 
^Hir ears out of yourheadvand broil them foryour 
dinner with ted pepper* I have known Goffe do 
so to a poor devil, for looking sour and dangerousi 
l^hen be saw bis sloop go to Davy Jones^ locker 
with his only son on board. But I'^m a spirit of 
luaoChcr sort ; and if you or the ladies are ill used, 
it shall be the Kirkwall peopVs fault, and not 
mine, and thaf s fair ; and so you had better let 
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them know your oonditiod, and yotir drcQixii. 
stances, and so fortb,*---and that'^s fair too.*** 

Magnus, thus exhorted, took up the pen, and 
attempted to write ; but his high spirit so strug* 
gled with his paternal anxiety, that his band re* 
fused its office. ** I cannot help it,^ he said, afl 
ter one or two illegible attempts to write*^^^ I 
cannot fonn a letter, if all our lires depended 
upon it*** 

And be could not, with his utmost efforts, so 
suppress the convulsing emotions which be ex»^ 
perienced, but that they agitated his whole 
frame. The willow which bends to the tempest 
often escapes better than the oak which resists 
it ; and so, in great calamities, it sometimes hap** 
pens, that light and frivolous spirits Recover their 
elasticity and presence of mind sooner than those 
of a loftier character. In the present case, Claud 
Halcro was fortunately able to perform the task 
which the deeper feelings of his friend and patron 
refused. He took the pen, and, in as few words 
as possible, explained the situation in which they 
were placed, and the cruel risks to which they 

VOL. III. 
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were exposed, inttnuating, at the same time, as 
delicately as be oould express it, that, to the ma- 
gistrates of the country, the life and honour of its 
citiaens should be a dearer object than even the 
apprehension or pimishment of the guilty ; ta- 
king (^e, however, to qualify the last expression 
as much as possible, for fear of giving umbrage 
to the pirates. 

Bunce read over the letter, which fortunately 
met his approbation ; and, on seeing the name of 
Claud Halcro at the bottom, he exclaimed, in 
great surprise,andwith moreenergeticexpressions 

* 

of asseveration than we chuse torecord-^^^ Why, 
you are the little fellow that played the fiddle to 
old Manager Gadabouts company, at Hogs Nor- 
ton, the first season I came out there I I thought 
I knew your catch- word of glorious John.**^ 

At another time this recognition might not 
have been very grateful to Halcro^s minstrel 
pride ; but, as matters stood with him, the dis- 
covery of a golden mine could not have made 
him more happy. He instantly remembered the 

very hopeful young performer who came out in 

3 
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Don Sebastian^ and judiciously added, that the 
muse of glorious John had never received such 
excellent support during the time that he was 
first (he might have added^ and only) violin to 
Mr Gadabout^s cofnpany. 

" Why, yes," said Bunce, " I believe you are 
right — I think I might have shaken the scene as 
well as Booth or Betterton either. But I was 
destined to figure on other boards, (striking his 
foot upon the deck,) and I believe I must stick 
by them, till I find no board at att to support 
me. But now, old acquaintance, I will do some- 
thing for you— slue yourself this way a bit— I 
would have you solus.'' They leaned over the 
taffrail, while Bunce whispered with more seri- 
ousness than he usually shewed, <^ I am sorry 
for this honest old heart of Norway pine — blight 
me if I am not— and for the daughters too — be- 
»des, I have my own reasons for befriending one 
of them. T can be a wild fellow with a willing 
lass of the game ; but to such decent and inno- 
cent creatures— d—n me^ I am Scipio at Numan- 
tia, and Alexander in the tent of Darius. You 
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remember how I toudi off Alexander, (here he 
started into heroics.) 

* Thus firmn the grsTe I rise to save my lore ; 
All dnw your swords^ with wings of lightning niofe* 
When I niflh on, sure none wiU dsre to stay—- 
Tis beauty csUs^^sBd gbry ghews the way/ " 

Claud Halcro failed not to bestow the neces- 
sary commendations on hisdeclamation> declaring 
that, in his c^inion as an honest man, he had al- 
ways thought Mr Ahamonf s giving that speech 
far superior in tone and energy to Betterton. 

Bunoe, or Altamont, wrung his hand tenderly. 
^^ Ah, you flatter me, my dear friend,^ he said ; 
"yet, why had not the pubfic some of your 
judgment !-^I should not then have been at this 
pass. Heaven knows^^ mj dear Mr Halcro-*- 
heaven knows with what pleasure I could ke^ 
you on board with me, just that I might have one 
friend who loves as much to hear, as I do to re- 
cite, the choicest jneces of our finest dramatic au- 
thors. The most of us are beasts— and, for the 
Kirkwall hostage yonder, be uses me, egad, as I 
use Fletcher, I think, and huffs me the more. 
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, the mote I do for him« But how deUghtful it 
WDidd be in a trapk night, when the ship was 
hanging on the breeee, with a broad and steady 
sail, for me to rdbearse Alexander, #ith you ftr 
my pit, hasij md gallery ! Nay, for you are a 
jEoUower of the muses, as I remember^ who knows 
but you and I might be the meai|s of inquiring, 
like Orf^eus and Eurydke, a pure taste into our 
oon^pamons, and softening their mannerS) while 
we excited their bett^ fedings ?** 

Tins W|» spoken with so much unotiou, that 
Claud Halcro began to be afraid he had both 
made the actual punch oyer potent^ and mixed 
too many bewitching ingredients in the cup of 
flattery which he had administered ; and that, 
under the influence of both potions, the senti- 
mental {Mrate might detain him by fcoroe, merely 
to realize the scenes which his imagination, pre* 
sented. The conjuncture was, however, too deli- 
cate to admit of any active efibrt, on Halcro^s 
part, to redeem his blunder, and therefore he 
only returned the tender pressure of his friend^s 
hand, and uttered tlie interjection, ^^ alas,^ in as 
pathetic a tone as he could. 
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Bunce immediately resumed : *^ You are right, 
my friend, these are but vain visions of felicity, 
and it remains but for the unhappy Altamont to 
serve the friend to whom he is now to bid fare- 
. well. I have determined to put you and the two 
girls ashore^ with Fletcher for your protection ; 
and so cdll up the young women, and let them 
be gone before the devil get aboard of me, or of 
some one else. You will carry my letter to the 
magistrates, and second it with your own elo- 
quence, and assure them, that if they hurt but 
one hair of Cleveland's head, there will be the 
devil to pay, and no pitch hot^ 

Relieved at heart by this unexpected termina* 
tion of Bunce's harangi|e/:]^iJi;ro descended the 
companion ladder two steps at a time, and knock- 
ing at the cabin door, could scarce £nd intelligi- 
ble language enough to say his errand. The As- 
ters hearing, with unexpected'joy, that they were 
to be set ashore, muffled themselves in their 
cloaks, and when they learned that the boat was 
hoisted out, came hastily on dieck, where they 
were apprized, for the first time, to their great 
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horror^ that their father was still to remain on 
board of the pirate. 

<< We will remain with him at every rkk,** 
said Minna — ^^ we may be of some asnstance to 
him, were it but for an instant— %e will live and 
die with him.'* 

** We will aid him more surely,** said Brenda, 
who comprehended the' nature of their situa- 
tion better than Minna, *^ by interesting the 
people of Kirkwall to grant these gentlemen's 
demands.^ 

*^ Spoken like an angel of sense and beauty," 
said Bunee; •* and now away with you; for, 
d—n me, if this is not like having a Hghted Kn- 
stock in the powder-room— -if you speak another 
word more, confound me if I know how I shall 
bring myself to part with you,** 

" Go, in €rod's name, my daughters,'* said 
Magnus. ^^ I am in Grod's hand ; and when you 
are gone I shall care little for my self— and I shall 
think and say, as long as I live, that this good 
gentleman deserves a better trade.— Go— ^o—> 
away with you***— for they yet lingered in unwilr 
lingttess to leave Inxfi. 
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^ SUy QOt to Mim^"^ md Bunoe, '< for fear I 
be tempted to ask my share.. Joto the boat with 
jdu^yet stop an insttnt.'^ He drew tb^ three 
captives apart*^^^ fletpberr wd he» << will $x^ 
wwtr. for the jML of the feUow0^ md wiU see yoa 
safe off Uie sea-beach. But how to aiiswer fov 
Fletdier, I kpow not, aeept by trusting Mr 
Halcro with this little guarantee.^ 

He offered the minstrel a small doubleJbarrdU 
led pistd» which, he said, waa loaded with a brace 
of balls. Minna observed Halcro^s hand tranble 
as he stretched it out to take^the weapon. <* Give 
it to me, sir,^ she said, taking it from the ou^i 
law; ^' and trust to me for dtfendi^g my vster 
and myself*"* 

«* Bravo, bravo T shouted Bunce, «< TJiere 
spoke a wench worthy of Cleveland, the King of 
Roverp,^ 

<« Cleveland T repeated Minna, *• do you then 
know that Cleveland, whom you have twice na^ 
med?" 

« 

<' Know him ! Is there a man alive,"* said 
Bunce, << that knows better than I do the best 
and stoutest fellow ever stepped betwixt stem 
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aod fitern P When he is out of the bilboes, as 
pleiise Heaven he shall soon be, I reckon to see 
you come on board of us, and reign the queen of 
every sea we sail over.>*-*You have got the little 
guardian, I suppose you know bow to use it If 
Fletcher behaves ill to you, you need only draw 
up this piece of iron with your thumb, so-— and 
if he p^sts, it is but crooking your pretty fore- 
finger thus, and I shall lose the most dutiful 
messmate that ever man had— though, d— *n the 
dog« he will deserve his death if he disobeys my 
orders. And now, into the boat^-4)ut stay, one 
kiss for Cleveland'*s sake.^ 

Brenda, in deadly terror, endured his courte- 
sy, but Minna, stepping back with disdain, of- 
fered hisr band. Bunco laughed, but kissed, with 
a theatrical six, the fair hand which she extend- 
ed as a ransom for her lips, and at length the sis- 
ters and Halcro were placed in the boat, which 
rowed off under Fletcher^s command. 

Bunce stood on the quarter-deck, solUoquizing 
afterthemanner of his original profession. ^fWere 
this told at Port Royal now, or at the Isle of 
Providence, or in the Petits Guaves, I wonder 
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what they would say of me ? Why, that I was a 
good-natured milksop— -a Jack-a-lent«— an ass.-— 
Well, let them. I have done enough of bad to 
think about it ; it is worth while doing one good 
action, if it were but for the rarity of the thing, 
and to put one in good humour with one^s self.^ 
Then turning to Magnus Troil, he proceeded — 
M By — ..-. these are bona robas, these daughters 
of yours. The eldest would make her fortune on 
the London boards. What a dashing attitude 
the wench had with her, as she seized the pistol— 
dr-^ me, that touch would have brought the 
house down. What a Roxalana the jade would 
have made ! (for, in his oratory, Bunce, like San« 
cho^s gossip, Thomas Cecial, was apt to use the 
most energetic word which came to hand, with- 
out accurately considering its propriety). *< I 
would give my share of the next prize but to hear 
her spout 

' Away, be gone, and give a whirlwind room. 
Or I will blow you up like dust. — Avaunt ! 
Madness but meanly represents my rage.' 

And then, again, that little, soil, shy, tearful 
trembler, for Statira, to hear her recite. 
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' He speaks the kindest words^ aud looks such thiagSj 
Vows with such passion^ swears with so much grace^ 
That 'tis a kind of heaven to be deluded by him.' 

What a play we might have run up ! — I was a 
beast not to think of it before I sent them off— 
I to be Alexander-— Claud Halcro, Lysimachus 
— this old gentleman might have made a Clitus, 
for a pinch. I was an ideot not to think of it !^ 
There was much in this effusion which might 
have displeased the Udaller ; but, to speak truth, 
he paid no attention to it. His eye, and, finally, 
his spy-glass, was employed in watching the re- 
turn of his daughters to the shore. He saw them 
land on the beach, and, accompanied by Halcro, 
and another man, (Fletcher doubtless,) he saw 
them ascend the acclivity, and proceed upon the 
road to Kirkwall, and he could even distinguish 
that Minna, as if considering herself as the guar* 
dian of the party, walked a little aloof from the 
rest, on the watch, as it seemed, against surprise, 
and ready to act as occasion should require. At 
length, as the Udaller was just about to lose sight 
of them, he had the exquisite satisfaction to see 
the party halt, and the pirate Jeave them, after a 
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space just long enough for a civil farewell, and 
proceed slowly back, on his return to the beach. 
Blessing the Great Bdng who had thus relieved 
him from the most agonizing fears which afather 
can feel^ the worthy Udallw , from that instant, 
stood resigned to his own fate, whatsoever that 
nu^tbe. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Over the mountains and vmder the wares, 
Over the fountains and under the graresy 
Over floods that are deepest. 

Which Nqitune ohe^. 
Over rocks that are steepest, 
Lore will find out the way. 

Old Sott^, 


The parting of Fletehar from Claud Halcra 
and the msters of Burgh-Westra, on the qpot 
where it took place^ was partlj occasioiied by a 
small party of armed men being seen at a di». 
tance in the act of advancing from Kirkwall^ an 
i^iparition hidden frcHn the Udaller^s spy-gksa 
by the swell of the ground^ but quite visible to 
the pirate^ whom it determined to consult las 
own safety by a qpeedy return to his boat. He 
was just turning away, when Minna occa»oned 

the shcKct delay ^j^d) her father had observed* 
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Stop,^ she said ; ** I command you !— Tell 
your leader from me, that whatever the answer 
may be from Kirkwall, he shall carry his vessel, 
nevertheless, round to Stromness; and, being 
anchored there, let him send a boat ashore for 
Captiun Cleveland when he shall see a smoke on 
the Bridge of Broisgar.^ 

Fletcher had thought, like his messmate Bunce, 
of asking k kiss, at least, for the trouble of es- 
corting these beautiful young women ; and, per- 
haps, neither the terror of the approaching Kirk- 
wall iiTcn, nor of Minna^s weapon, might have 
prevented his being insolent. But the name of 
his Captain, and still more, the unaj^uJled, dig- 
nified, and commanding manner of Minna Troil, 
overawed him. He made a sea-bow, promised 
to keep a sharp lookout, and returning to his 
boat, went on board ^th his message. 

As Halcro and the sisters proceeded to- ad- 
vance towards. the party whom they saw on the 
Kirkwall road, and who, on their part, had halt- 
^ as if to observe them, Brenda, relieved from 
the fears of Fletcher's presence, which had hither- 
to- kept her silent, excliumed, ^^ Merdful Hea- 
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yen !— ^Minna^ in what hands have w^ led our 
dear father ?" 

^^ In the hands of brave men,^ said Minna^ 
steadily—" I fear not for him*''' 

" As brave as you please," stud Claud Halcro, 
" but very dangerous rogues for all that. — I know 
that fellow Altamont, as he calls himself, though 
that is not his right name neither, as deboshed a 
dog as ever made a bam ring with blood and 
blank verse^ He began with Barnwell, and every 
body thought he would end with the gallows, 
like the last scene in Venice Preserved.'' 

•* It matters not,'* said Minna—" the wilder 
the waves, the more powerful is the voice that 
rules them. The name alone of Cleveland ruled 
the mood of the fiercest amongst them.'' 

•* I am sorry for Cleveland," said Brenda, 
" if such are his companions, — but I care little 
for him in comparison to my father." 

^* Reserve your compassion for those who need 
it," said Minna, " and fear nothing for our fa* 
ther.— God knows^ every silver hair on his head 
is to me worth the treasure of an unsunned mine ; 
but I know that he is safe while in yonder vcs- 
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9el, and I know that he will be socm mfe an 
shore." 

** I would I could see it,^ said Claud Halcro ; 
<< but I fear the Kirkwall people, suppoMi^ 
Cleveland to be suck as I dread, will not dare to 
exdiange him against the Udaller. The Scots 
have very severe laws against theft-boot, as thqr 
caHit.'' 

^ But who are those on the road before us f* 
said Brenda ; ** and why do they bait there so 
jealously ?*• 

<* They are a patrole c£ the miKtia,^ answered 
Halcro. << Glorious John touches them off a 
little sharply,— but then John was a Jacobite. 


' Mouths without hands>inaintain'd at vast ezpenoe. 
In peace a charge, in wsr a weak defence; 
Stout oDoe a month, they march^ a hlustering hand^ 
And eyer^ but in time of need^ at hand.' 

I fancy they halted just now, taking us, as they 

ft 

saw us on the brow of the hill, for a party of the 
sloop^s men, and, now they can distinguiaii that 
you wear petticoats, they are moving on again.* 
They came on accordingly, and proved to be, 
as Claud Halcro had suggested, a patrole sent 
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out to watch the motions of the pirates, and to 
prevent their attempting descents to damage the 

country. 

They heartily congratulated Claud Halcro, 
who was well known to more than one of them, 
upon his escape &om captivity; and the com- 
mander of the party, while offering every assist- 
ance to the ladies, could not help condoling with 
them on the circumstances in which their father 
stood, hinting, though in a delicate and doubt- 
ful manner, the difficulties which might be in 
the way of his liberation. 

When they arrived at Kirkwall, and obtained 
an audience of the Provost and one or two of 
the Magistrates, these difficulties were more 
plainly insisted upon.-— ^^ The Halcyon frigate 
^s upon the coast,** said the Provost ; ** she was 
seen off Duncansbay-head ; and though I have 
the deepest respect for Mr Troil of Burgh-Wes- 
tra, yet I shall be answerable to law .if I release 
from pirisoa the Captain of this suspicious vessel, 
on aceoiint'of the safety of any individual who may 
be Unhappily endangered by his detention. This 
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{, man is now Jqhowii to be the hemrjt apd fioul pf 

these buficaneeiB, and aw I at Uhorty to sfNid him 
aboard, that he may plunder the country^ or {ler- 
rhiqps go fight the King's diip ?— *^ he has4iDpu- 
. denoe enough for any thing.^ 

^< Courage enough for my thing, you mean, 
Mr Provost,'' said'Minna, unaUe to restrain her 
displeasure. 

^ Why, you may call it as you please. Miss 
Tn»l,^ said the wwthy Magistrate ; ^< but, in 
my opinion, that sort of courage which proposes 
to fight fflngly against two is little better than a 
kind of jaractical impudence.^ 

^* But our father P^ said Brenda, in a tone of 
;bhe most eacnest entreaty-*-^^ our father-^tbe 
i^eiid, I may say the &ther, of his ooMntry--^4o 
whom ^ 9Uiay look fpr kindness, and so ma^ 
foor actual support—whose loss would be the 
K ei^inction of a beiacoii in a stormf-rHwill you in- 

deed weigh the risk whidi hp runs, aga^ist such 
a trifling thiitg as letting an un&rtunate man 
from prison, rto sedc his upbi^py fate els^ 
where ?^ 
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^^ Miss Brenda is right,'' said Claud Halcro ; 
^^ I am for let-a/-be for let-a-be, as the boys say ; 
and never fash about a wart^mt of libemtion, 
Provost, but just take a fooPs counsel, and let 
the goodman of the jail forget to draw his bolt 
on the tvioket, or leave a chink of a window open, 
or the like, and we will be rid of the rover, and 
h£Are the one best honest fellow in Orkney or 
Zetland on the lea-side of a bowl of punch with 
us in five hours.'' 

The Provost replied in Hiearly the same terms 
as bef(»*e, that he had the highest respect for Mr 
Magnus Troil cS Burgh«Westra, but that he 
coiild not suffer his consideration for any incUiii- 
dual, however respectable, to interfere with the 
discharges of .his duty. 

Minna then addressed her sister in a tone cH 
cahn and sarcastic displeasure.—" You forget," 
she said, " Brenda, that you are talking of th^ 
safety of sL pooir inidgnificant Udaller of Zetland 
to no less a person than the Chief Magistrate of 
the metropolis of Orkney— can you expect so 
great a person to condescend to such a trifling 
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subject of conaderation ? It will be time enough 
for the Provost to think of complying with the 
terms sent to him — ^for comply with them at 
length he both must and willr--when the Church 
of Saint Magnus is beat down about his ears.*^ 

*• You may be angry with me, my pretty young 
lady,^ said the good humoured Provost Torfe, 
<^but I cannot be offended with you. The 
Church of Saint Magnus has stood many a day, 
and I think will outlive both you and me, much 
more yonder pack of unhanged dogs. And besides 
that your father is half an Orkneyman, and has 
both estate and friends among us, I would, I 
give you my word, do as much for a Zetlander 
in distress as I would for any one, excepting one 
pf our pwn native Kirkwallers, who are doubtless 
to be preferred. And if you will take up your 
lodgings here with my wife and myself, we will 
endeavour to shew you,'' continued he, ** that 
you are as welcome in Kirkwall as ever you could 
be in Lerwick or Scalloway." 

Minna deigned no reply to this good humour- 
ed invitation, but Brenda deplined it in civil 
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terms, pleading the necdssity of taking up their 
abode with a wealthy widow of Kirkwall, a rela« 
tion, who already expected them. 

Halcro made another attempt to move the 
Provost, but found him inexorable.—" The 
Collector of the Customs had already threaten- 
ed,^ he said, " to ihform against him for enter- 
ing into treaty, or, as he called it, packing and 
peeling with those strangers, even wheii it seemed 
the only means of preventing a bloody affiray in 
the town ; and, should he now forego the advan- 
tage afforded by the imprisonment «f Cleveland 
and the escape of the Factor, he might incur 
something worse liian censure.**^ The burthen of 
the whole was,'^ that he was sorry fortheUdallerj 
he was sorry even for the lad Cleveland, who had 
some sparks of honour about him ; buthis duty waH 
imperious, and must be obeyed."^ The Provost 
then precluded further argument^ by observing, 
that another affair from Zetland called for his 
immediate attention. A gentleman liamed Mer* 
teun, residing at Jarlshoff, had made complaint 
against Snaelsfoot the Jagger for having assisted 
a domestic of his in embezzling some valuable 
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arUd^ whicb had been deposited m bis custody, 
and he was about to take eYanrnatioog on the 
subject, and cause them to be restored to Mr 
Mertoun, who was aoooiwtable for them to. the 
light owner. 

In all this infbnnation^ there was: nothing 
which seemed interesting^ to the sisters exceptiijg 
the word Motoun, which went like a dagger to 
the heart of Minna, when she recollected the cir*- 
cumstances under which Mordaunt Mertoun had 
disappeared, and which, with lui emotion less 
pain&l, thoi^hstillof a melancholy nature, call- 
ed a faint blush into Brenda*s cheek, and a slight 
d^ree of mcnsture into her eyai But it was soon 
evident that the Magistrate spoke not of Mor- 
daunt, but of his father ; and the daughters of 
Magnus, little interested in his detail, took leave 
of the Provost to go to then* own lodging!^* 

When thq^ arnved at thmr relation^ Minna 
made it her business to learn, by such inquiries, 
as she could make without excitii^ suspicion, 
what was the situation of the unfortunate Cleise- 
land, which she soon discovered to be exceed* 
ingly precarious. The Provost had not, indeed. 
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committed him to c\om custody, fp Ckud HaU 
C9-0 had anticipated, reeollectitfg, periiftps, the 
favoui'able drcumstanoes mukr viikuM h^ had 
surrendered himself, and liodi, till the momignt of 
the last neces^ty, altogether to break faith with 
him. But although left apparently at larger her 
ti^ls strictly watched by per^sonsr well armed a&d^ 
appointed for the purpose, who had diiiectiottiy 
to detain him by force, if he att^^mpted to pasir 
certain narrow predncts whidi wete allotud'to 
him* He jras quartered^ in a< strong room^ with-t> 
in what is called the EingV GaMthi and at night 
his chamber dodi^ Was' locked oil the ontade, and' 
a sufficient guatd mounted to prevent his escape. 
He therefbre enjoyed ofAy the degi^ of liberty 
which the catkin 'hef' cruel sporty is'Som^illies plea^ 
sed to permit totbemodse which she has clutdi^; 
and yet, sudh was^the terror of the resources, the 
bourage, afifd feroaty of the pirate Cafit^n^ that 
the Provost was blamed by the Gdlector, and 
many other sage citizens of Ejrkwall, for "petniiu 
ting him to be at lai^ upon *aily oondkions; 

It may be welt believed ^that, liflder such cir^ 
cumstanc^^eSj Clevel^md bad no desire to secfc any 
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place of pub^ resort, conscious that he was the 
' object of a mixed feeling of curiosity and terror. 
His favourite place of exercise, therefore, was 
the external aisles of the Cathedral of Saint 
Magnus, of which the eastern end alone is fitted 
up for puUic worship. This solemn old edifice, 
having escaped the ravage which attended the 
first c(«vulsions of the Reformation, still retldns 
some appearance of episcopal dignity. This place 
of worship is separated by a screen from the nave 
and western Umb of the cross^ and the whole is 
preserved in a state of deanliness and decency, 
which nught be well proposed as ab example to 
the proud piles of Westminster and Saint Paulas. 
It was in this exterior part of the Cath^ral 
that Cleveland was permitted to walk, the rather 
that his guards, by watchkig the single open en- 
trance, had the means, with very little inconve- 
nience to themselves, of prevenUng any pos^ble 
attempt at escape. The place itself was well 
suited to his melancholy circuiAstances. The lofty 
and vaulted roof rises upon ranges of SaxOn pil- 
lars, of massive size, four of which, still larger 
than the rest, orice supported the lofty spire, > 
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which, long since destroyed by accident, has been 
rebuilded upon a dispropdrtioned and truncated 
plan. The light is admitted at the eastern end 
through rflofty, well proportioned, and richly or- 
nametited Gothic window, and the pavement is 
covered with inscriptions, in different languages, 
distinguishing the graves of noble Orcadians, who 
have at different times been deposited within the 
sacred precincts. 

Here walked Cleveland, musing over the events 
of a mis-spent life, which it seemed probable might 
be brought to a violent and shameful dose^ while 
he was yet in the prime of youth. •* With thes6 
dead,^ he said, looking on the pavement, ^^ will 
I soon be numbered— but no holy man will speak 
ablessing-— nofriendlyhandregisteraninscription 
—no proud descendant sculpture armorial bear- 
ings over the grave of the pirate Cleveland. My 
whitening bones will swing in the gibbet-irons on 
some wild beach or lonely cape, that will be esteem- 
ed fatal and accursed for my sake. The old ma- 
riner, as he passes the sound, will shake his head, 
and tell of my name and actions as a warning to 
his younger comrades.— But Minna ! — Minna ! — 


I 
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iriiatwill be thy thoughts when tlie news teaefaes 
thce^^Woold to God the tidings were diowned 
in the deepest whiilpool betwixt Kiricwall and 
Bin^gh-Westro eie they came tbhor &r !•— «nd 
O, would to Heaven that we had never inet,*8inee 
we ocffer can meet again P 

Re lifted up his eyes as he spoke^ and Mbma 
Troil stood before him* Her face was pale, and 
her hair dishevelled, but her look was composed' 
and firm, with its usual expression of higlMnitod^ 
ed mabmcholy. Sbe was still ehroaded in the 
large mantle whioh she bad assumed on leavii^ 
tbevesseL Clevdbmd^s first emotion wasustonisfa- 
ment, his next was joy^ not unmixed' with* awe; 
He wonld have exdidmed-Jhe wonldllsive thrown 
himsdf at her feet, but she imposed at once a* 
lenoe and composure on bun, by raising her fin- 
ger, and saying, in a low but oommasiding ac- 
cent— << Be cautious—* we are observed— there 
are men without-^— they let me enter with diffi- 
culty. I dare not remain long^^they would 
think— -they might believe— O, Cleveland! T 
have hazarded every thing to save you !** 

19 
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'* To save me ?— -iidas ! poor Minna} !^ aairw^r* 
ed Cleveland:; *' to.save mei8iinpo88ible..^iiougb 
that I have seen you onoe more, were it bidr.to 
say, for ever farewell !^ 

<^ We must indeed say farewell,^ 3aid Minaa; 
^^ for fate andl your guilt have divided ua for 
ever.«»>Cl6ve!and^ I have seen your assoeiate^f*-" 
need I tell you more^^need I say that I know 
now what a pirate is P^ 

<' You have been in the ruffians^ power r^awi 
Cleveland, with a start of i^oiqr'--^^ Did.tfaey 
presume——'* 

^^ Cleveland,^ replied Minna, ^ the^^ presumed 
nothing— your name was a spell over them ; by 
the power of that spell over these ferocious ban* 
ditti, and by that akme, I was reminded of the 
qualities I onee tbougfat my Cleveland's r ^^'^' 

" Yes," said Cleveland, proudly, " my name , 
has and shall have powo* over them, when they 
are at the wildest ; and had thcgr banned you 
by one rude word, they should have found-««Yet 
what do I rave about«*I am a prisoner f* 

^^ You diall be so no longer,^ said Minna.— ^ 
" Your sa£sty-^the safety oi my dear father, all 
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demand your instant freedom. I have formed n 
scheme for your liberty, which, boldly executed, 
cannot fail. The light is failing without— muffle 
yourself in my cloak, and you will easily pass 
the guards— I have given them the means of ca- 
rouang,and they aredeeply engaged. Haste to the 
Loch of Stennis, and hide yourself till day dawns; 
then make a smoke omthe point where the land, 
stretching into the lake on each side, divides it 
nearly in two at the Bridge of Brois^;ar. Your 
vessel, which lies not far distant, will send a boat 
ashore— -Do not hesitate an instant.*** 

<< But you, Minna ! — should this wild sciieme 
succeed,^ said Cleveland— <^ what is to become 
of you ?" 

*^ For my share in your escape,'' answered the 
maiden, " the honesty of my own intention — the 
Jionesty of my intention will vindicate me in the 
sight of Heaven, si^d the saf(sty of my father, 
whose fate depends on yours, will be my excuse 
to man." 

In a few words, she gave him the history of their 
capture, and its consequences. Cleveland cast up 
his eyes and raised his hands to h^vtn, in thanks 
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fulness for the escape of the sisters from his evil 
companionsy and then hastily added, ^^ But you 
are right, Minna, I must fly at all rates— -for your 
father^s sake I must %. Here, then, we part- 
yet not, I trust, for ever.'*' 

" For ever !^ answered a voice, that sounded 
as from a sepulchral vault. 

They started, looked around them, and then 

. gazed on each other. It seemed as if the echoes 

of the building had returned Cleveland's last 

words, but the pronunciation was too emphati- 

.cally accented. • 

" Yes, for ever.!'' said Noma of the Fitful- 
head, stepping forward from behind one of the 
massive Saxon pillars which support the roof of 
the Cathedral— -^^ Here meet the crimson foot 
and the crimson hand — well for both that the 
wound is healed whence that crimson was derived 
—well for both, but best for him who shed it- 
Here, then, you meet — and meet for the last 
time!" 

" Not so," said Cleveland, as if about to take 
Minna^shand—^^ to separate me from Minna, while 
I have life, must be the work of herself alone," 
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<< Away I^ said Noma, atepping betwixt tiMii, 
^< awfly with such yain folly !->-«iounBh no T&a 
dreams of future meetnigs-*y4iii part here, and 
you part fbr ever. The iuiwk pairs not with the 
dove— guilt matches tiot with iniiooEtateb Mifiiia 
Troil) you look for the last time on tU s bdid and 
criminal man — Cleveland, yon bebdd Minna for 
the last time r 

^^ Aftd dream you,^ said Cleveland, indignant- 
iy^ ^ that your mummeiy imposes on me, and 
that I am among the fook who see more tfa^n 
trick in your pretended art ?^ 

^ Forbear, Cleveland^ forbear,^ said MiAna, 
her bereditaiy awe of Noma augmented by die 
drcumstanoe of her aiidden af^peanmce. ^< O, 
fiorbear— -she is pow^ui-^-Hsiie is but too power- 
ful. And do you, O Noma, remember my fa- 
ther'k safety is linked with Cleveland's.'' 

<< And it is wdl for Clevekuid that I do re- 
member it,*' veplied the Pythoness—^* and that, 
for the sake of one, I am here to aid both— ycm 
with your childish purpose of passing one of his 
bulk and staturs und^ the disguise <^ a few pal- 
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ixy folds of wadmaal-*A¥hat would your device 
have procmied imn but instant restraaiit with bolt 
9Skd ahadkle ? I wiUTsave him— ^I will place bim 
in security on board his hark. But let him re- 
nouBce these shares for ever, and carry elsewhere 
the terrors of his sable flag, and his yet UadLer 
name ; for if tlie sun rises twice, and finds him 
still at andior, his blood be on his own head«-^ 
Ay«-4ook to each otba:— -look the last look that 
I permit to Goal affection, and say, if ye can say 
it, Farewdl for even'' 

" Obey her,^ stammered Minna ; ^^ cemon- 
strate not, but obey her.^ 

Clevelaad, graspbg her ha»d, aod kiawg it 
ardently, said, but so low that she icndy could 
hear it, ^^ Farewell, Minna, but not tor ever J" 

^^ And now, maiden, begone,^ said Norna, 
^^ and leave the rest to the Beimkeuiar.^ 

^ One word more,^ said Minna, ^< and I obey 
you— tell me but if I have caught aright your 
meaning'^p-Is Mordauat Mertoun safe and reco- 
vered ?** 
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** Recovered, and safe/' said Noma, ^' else 
woe to the hand that shed his blood T 

Minna slowly sought the door of the Cathe- 
dral, and turned back from time to time to lock 
at the shadowy form of Noma, and the stately 
and military figure of Cleveland, as they stood 
together in the deepening gloom of the ancient 
cathedral. When she looked back a second time, 
they were in motion, and Cleveland followed the 
matron, as with a slow and solemn step she gli- 
ded towards one of the side aisles. When Min- 
na looked back a third time, their figures were 
no longer visible. She collected herself, and walk- 
ed on to the eastern door by which she had en- 
tered, and listened for'ao instai^i to the guard 
who talked together on the .outside. 

^^ The Zetland girl stays a long time with this 
pirate fellow,^ said one. ^^ I wish they have not 
more to speak about than the ransom c^ her fa- 
ther." 

" Ay, truly,'' answered another, *' the wendies 
will have more sympathy with a handsome yonng 
pirate than an old bed-ridden burgher." 

12 


THE PIRATE. 841 

Their discourse was here interrupted by her 
of whom they were speaking ; and, as if taken in 
the manner, they pulled off their hats, made their 
awkward obeisances, and looked a little confu- 
sed. 

Minna returned to the house where she lodged, 
much affected, yet, on the whole, pleased with the 
result of her expedition, which seemed to put her 
father out of danger, and assured her at once of 
the escape of Cleveland and of the safety of 
young Mordaunt. She hastened to communi- 
cate both pieces of intelligence to Brenda, who 
joined her in thankfulness to heaven, and was 
herself well nigh persuaded to believe in Norna'*s 
supernatural pretensions, so much was she plea- 
sed with the manner in which they had been em^ 
ployed. Some time was spent in exchanging their 
mutual congratulations, and mingling tears of 
hope, mixed with apprehension, when, at a late 
hour in the evening, they were interrupted by 
Claud Halcro, who, full of a fidgetting sort of 
importance, not unmingled with fear, came to ac- 
quaint them, that the prisoner, Cleveland, had 

VOL. III. a 


A 


' {^'~ ■- '«■ " '»' \' " ' - 


S4A THK PIKATK. 

disappeared from the Cathedral, in which he had 
been permitted to walk, and that the Provost, 
having been informed that Minna was accessarj 
to his flight, was coning in a mightj quandary 
to make inquiry into the circumstances. 

When the worthy Magistrate arrived, Minna 
did not conceal from him her own wish that Ckve^ 
land should make bis escape, as the only means 
which she saw of redeeming her father from im- 
minent danger. Bat that she bod any actual ac^ 
cesHon to bis flight she positively denied, and 
stated, ^^'that site had parted from Cleveland ift 
the Cathedral, more than two hours since, and 
then left him in company with a third person, 
whose name she did not conceive herself oUiged 
to communieate.^ 

<< It is not needful. Miss Minna Troil,'* an-, 
swered Provo$t Torfe ; **for although no person 
but this Captain Cleveland and yourself was seen 
to enter the kirk of Saint Magnus this day, we 
know well enough that your cousin, old Uila 
Troil, whonoi you Zetlanders call Noma of Fit- 
fulhead, has been cruizing up and down, upon 


sea and land, and air, for what I know, in boats 
and ponies, and it may be on broomsticks | and 
here has been her dumb Drow, too^ coming and 
going, and playing the spy on every one. And a 
good spy he is, for he can hear every things and 
tells nothing again, unless to his mistress. And 
we know, bendes, that she can enter the kirk 
when all the doors are fast, and has been seen 
there more than once, God save tis from the evU 
one. And so, without farther questions asked, t 
conclude it was old Noma whom you left in the 
kirk with this slashing blade | and if so^ they 
may catch them again that can. I cannot but 
say, however^ pretty Mistress Minna, that you 
Zetland folks seem to forget I)oth law and gospel^ 
when you use the help of witchcraft to fetch de* 
linquents out of ^egal prison ; and the least that 
you, or your cousin, or your father, can do, is to use 
influence with this wild fellow to go away as soon 
as possible, without blurting the town or tradc^ 
and then there will be little hefm in what has 
chanced ; for, heaven knows, I did not seek die 
poor lad*s life, so I could get my hands free 


£44 THS PIKAT£. 

of him without blame ; and far less did I wish 
that through his imprisonment any harm should 
come to worthy Magnus Troil of Burgh Wes- 
tra."" 

^ I see where the shoe pinches you^^ Mr Pro« 
▼ost,^ said Claud Halcro, ^' and I am sure I can, 
answer for my friend Mr Troil^ as well as for my. 
self, that we will say and do all in our power with 
this man Cleveland, to make him leave the coast 
directly.^ 

^* And I,^ said Minna, " am so convinced that 
what you recommend is best for all parties, that 
my sister and I will set off early to-morrow morn- 
ing to the House of Stennis, if Mr Halcro will 
give us his escort, to receive my father when he 
comes ashore, that we may acquaint him with 
your wish, and to use every influence to induce 
this unhappy man to leave the country.^ 

Provost Torfe looked upon her with some sur- 
prise. " It is not every young woman,^ he said, 
*^ would wish to move eight miles nearer to a 
band of pirates,^ 

" We run no risk,^ said Claud Halcro inter- 
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fering. '^ The House of Stennis is strong ; and 
my cousin, whom it belongs to, has men and arms 
within it — the young ladies are as safe there as 
in Kirkwall, and much good may arise from an 
early communication betwixt Magnus Troil and 
his daughters. And happy I am to see that in 
your case, my good old friend— ^is glorious John 
says, 

' After much debate^ 
The man prevail above ihe magistrate. 


> tt 


The Provost smiled, nodded his head, and in- 
dicated, as far as he thought he could do so with 
decency, how happy he should be if the Fortune^s 
Favourite, and her disorderly crew, would leave 
Orkney without further interference or violence 
on either side. He could not authorize their being 
supplied from the shore, he said ; but, either for 
fear or favour, they were certain to get provisions 
at Stromness. This pacific magistrate then took 
leave of Halcro and the two ladies, who propo- 
sed the next morning to transfer their residence 
to the House of Stennis, situated upon the banks 
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of the fialUwater lake of the same name, and about 
four oules by water from the Road of Stromnesa, 
where the rover^s vesael was lying* 
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CHAPTER XI. 


PI/, Fleaikce, fly !•— Thoa uay^ etdfq^ 

Macbeth. 


: It was one briuich of the various arts by which 
Noma ettdeftvoured to maintdin her preteneioos 
to supernatural powers, that she made herself fa- 
miliarly and practically acquainted with all th 
secret passes and recesses, whether natural or ar- 
tificial, which she could hear of, whether by tra^ 
dition or otherwise, and was, by such knowledge, 
often enabled to perform feats which were oth^* 
wise unaccountable. Thus, when she escapedfrom 
the tabernacle at Burgh Westra, it was by a sUding 
board which covered a secret passage in the wall, 
known to none but herself and Magnus, who, she 
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was well assured, would not betray her. The pro- 
fusion also, with which she lavished a considerable 
income, otherwise of no use to her, enabled her 
to procure the earliest intelligence respecting 
whatever she desired to know, and, at the same 
time, to secure all other assistance necessary to 
carry her plans into effect. Cleveland, upon the 
present occasion, had occasion to admire both her 
sagacity and her resources. 

Upon! her applying some means of forcible 
pressure, a door, which was concealed under 
some rich wooden sculpture in the screen which 
divides the eastern aisle from the rest of the 
Cathedral, opened, and disclosed a dark narrow 
winding passage, into which she entered, tell- 
ing Cleveland, in a whisper, to follow, and be sure 
he shut the door behind him. He c^yed, and 
followed her in darkness and silence, sometimes 
descending steps, of the number of which she al- 
ways apprized him, sometimes ascending, and of- 
ten turning at short angles. The air was more 
free than he could have expected, the passage 
being ventilated at different parts by unseen and 
ingeniously contrived spiracles, which commu- 
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nicated with the open air. At length their 
long course ended, by Noma drawing aside a 
sliding pannel, which, opening behind a wooden, 
or box-bed, as it is called in Scotland, admitted 
them into an ancient, but very mean apartment, 
having a latticed window, and a groined roof. 
The furniture was much dilapidated ; and its 
only ornaments were, on the one side of the wall, 
a garland of faded ribbands, such as are .used to 
decorate whale vessels ; and on the other, an es- 
cutcheon, bearing anEarPs arms and coronet, sur- 
rounded with the usual emblems of mortality. 
The mattock and spade, which lay in one comer, 
together with the appearance of an old man, who, 
in a rusty black coat, and slouched hat, sat read- 
ing by a table, announced that they were in the 
habitation of the church-beadle, or sexton, and 
in the presence of that respectable functionary. 
When his attention was attracted by the noise 
of the sliding pannel, he arose, and testifying 
much respect, but no surprise, took his shadowy 
hat from his thin grey locks, and stood uncover- 
ed ip the presence of Noma, with an air of pro- 
found humility. 
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^* Be faithful,"^ said Noroa to the old idad, 
*^ and beware you shew not to ^ny living mortal, 
the secret path to the Sanctuary.^ 

The old man bowed in token of obedienoe, 
and of thanks, for she put money in his hand as 
she spoke. With a faulteriog yoice, he express- 
ed faiis hope that she would remember his 9on, 
who was on the Greenland yoyage> that he might 
;re(um fortunate and safe, as he had done last 
year, when he brought baek the gariwid, point- 
ing to that upon the wall. 

** My cauldron shall boil, and my rhyme shall 
be said in hV» behalf,^ answered Nonuu ^^ Waits 
Pacplet without with the horses ?^ 

The old sejLt<m assented, and the Pythoness, 
commanding Cleveland to follow her, went 
through a back door of the apartment into a 
small garden, corresponding, in its desolate ap- 
pearance, to the habitation they had just quitted. 
The low and broken wall easily permitted them 
to pass into another and larger garden, though 
not much better kept, and a gate, which was up- 
on the latch, let them into a long and winding 
lane, through which, Noma haying whispered 
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to her companion that it was the only dangerous 
place on their road, they walked with a hasty pace. 
It was now nearly dark, and the inhabitants of 
the poor dwellings, on either hand, had betaken 
themselves to their houses. They saw only one 
woman, who was looking from her door, but 
blessed herself, and retired into. her house with 
precipitation, when she saw the tall figure <£ 
Noma stalk past her with long strides. The lane 
conducted them into the country, where the dumb 
dwarf of Noma waited with threehorses, ensconced 
bdiind the wall of adeserted shed. On one of these 
Noma instantly seated herself, Cleveland mount- 
ed another, and, followed by Pacolet on the third, 
they moved sharply on through the darkness ; 
the active and s^urited animals on which they 
rode being of a breed rather taller than those 
reared in Zetland. 

After more than an bourns smart riding, in 
which Noma acted as guide, they stopped be- 
fore a hovel, so utterly desolate in. appearance^ 
that it resembled rather a cattle-shed than a cot- 
tage. 
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^* Here you must remain till dawn, when 
your signal can be seen from your vessel,^ said 
Noma, Gonsigning the horses to the care of Fa- 
colet, and leading the way into the wretched ho- 
vel, which she presently illuminated by lighting 
the small iron lamp which she usually carried 
along with her. <* It is a poor,^ she said, <^ but 
a safe place of refuge ; for were we pursued hither, 
the earth would yawn and admit us into its re- 
cesses ere you were taken. For know, that this 
ground is sacred to the Gods of old Valhalla.—- 
And now say, man of mischief and of blood, are 
you friend or foe to Noma, the sole priestess of 
these disowned deities ?^ 

^^ How is it possible for me to be your enemy ?^ 
said Cleveland— ^^ common gratitud e ^ 

'* Common gratitude,^ said Noma, interrupt- 
ing him, *^ is a common word— ^and words are the 
common pay which fools accept at the hands of 
JLnaves ; but Noma must be requited by acticms 
—by sacrifices.^^ 

*' Well, mother, name your request.". 

*' That you never seek to see Minna Troil 
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again, and that you leave this coast in twenty- 
four hours,'' answered Noma. 

" It is impossible,'' said the Captain ; " I can- 
not be soon enough found in the sea-stores which 
the sloop must have.*" 

** You can. I will take care you are fully sup- 
plied ; and Caithness and the Hebrides are not 
far distant — ^you can depart if you will." 

" And why should I," said the Captain, " if 
I wUl not ?" 

*' Because your stay endangers others," said 
Noma, " and will prove your own destruction. 
Hear me with attention. From the first moment 
I saw you lying senseless on the sand beneath 
the cUffs of Sumburgh, I read that in your coun- 
tenance which linked you with me, and those who 
were dear to me ; but whether for good or evil, was 
ludden from mine eyes. I aided in saving your 
life — ^in preserving your property. I aided in 
doing so, the very youth whom you have crossed 
in his dearest affections-— crossed by tale-bearing 
and slander.'* 

" I slander Mertbun!" exclaimed the Captain. 
^^ By heaven, I scarce mentioned his name at 
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Burgh Westra, if it b that which you meftn. Thtf 
pedling fellow Bryce, meaning, I helieve, to he 
my friend, because he found something eould be 
made by me, did, I have since beard, carry tat« 
tie or truth, I know not which, to the old man, 
which was confirmed by the report of the whole 
island. But, for me, I scarce thought of him aa 
a rival, else I had taken a more honourable way 
to rid myself of him.** 

'^ Was the point of your double-edged knife, 
directed to the bosom of an unarmed man, in- 
tended to carre out that more honourable way ?^ 
said Noma, sternly. 

Clereland was conscience-struck, and remain* 
ed s|Ient for an instant, ere he replied, *' There, 
indeed, I was wrong ; but he is, I thank hea* 
yen, recovered, and welcome to an honouraUe 
satisfaction.^ 

*< Cleveland,'' said the Pythoness, ** No ! The 
fiend who employs you as his im^dement is power- 
ful ; but with me he shall not strive. You are of 
that temperament which the dark Influencesdesire 
as the tools of their agency ; bold, haughty, and 
undaunted, unrestrained by principle, and halving 
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only in its room a wild sense of indomitable pride, 
which such men call honour. Such you are, and 
as such your course through life has been— on- 
ward and unrestrained, bloody and tempestuous. 
By me, however, it shall be controlled,^ she con- 
cluded, stretching out her staff, as if in the atti- 
tude of determined authority—" ay, even al- 
though tlie demon who presides over it should 
even now arise in his terrors.** 

Cleveland laughed scornfully. ** Good mo- 
ther,'* he said, " reserve such language for the 
rude sailor that implores you to bestow him fair 
wind, or the poor fisherman that asks success to 
his nets and lines. I have been loner inaccessible 
both to fear and to superstition. Call forth your 
demon, if you command one, and place him be. 
fore me. The man that has spent years in com- 
pany with incarnate devils, can scarce dread the 
presence of a disembodied fiend." 

This was said with a careless and desperate 
bitterness of spirit, which proved too powerfully 
energetic even for the delusions of Noma's in- 
sanity ; and it was with a hollow and tremulous 

vcMce that she asked Cleveland—" For what, 
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then, do you hold me, if you deny the power I 
have bought so dearly ?'*' 

^^ You have wisdom, mother,*^ said Cleveland; 
^^ at least you have art, and art is power. I hold 
you for one who knows how to al^r upon the 
current of events, but I deny your power to 
change its course. Do not, therefore, waste 
words in quoting terrors for which I have no 
feeling, but tell me at once, wherefore you would 
have me depart .^^ 

*' Because I will have you see Minna no more,^ 
answered Noma — " Because Minna is the des- 
tined bride of him whom men call Mordaunt 
Mertoun — Because if you depart not with- 
in twenty-four hours, utter destruction awaits 
you. In these plain words there is no metaphy^ 
sical delusion— Answer me as plainly." 

" In as plain words, then,'* answered Cleve- 
land, ^^ I will not leave these islands — ^not, at 
least, till I have seen Minna Troil ; and never 
shall your Mordaunt possess her while I live.**' . 

" Hear him P' said Noma—" hear a mortal 

man spurn at the means of prolonging his life I 

-—hear a sinful— a most sinful being, refuse tb^ 
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time wbidi &ie yet affords' for mpenimce, and 
for the solva^A <tf aa ioranrtai soul !-««Beliold 
bun how he standa erect, bold and eoidUaot in 
his youthful- strength and courage ! My eyes, 
unused to t»ar»-«-eYeB asy qres, which hanre so 
fittle cause to weep foe him, are blinded willi 
sorrow, to tUiik what so hkt a fimn wiH: be eci 
the secodd su^ set T 

<< Motber,"" said Cknreland^ firmfy^ yet widi 
some touch of sonx^r itk UsiToioe,. ^^i in part 
undersold your tbreats. You know more than 
we do of the course of tbe Halcjimi — perhaps 
have the means (for I acknowledge you hanre 
shew^n wonderful skill of combination in sudi 
affairs) of directing h«r cruiza our wny; Be it 
so^-^I will not depart: front my purpose for thai 
risk. If the frigate comes hither, we faarre 
our shoal watcsr to tmst to«; aid I tlunk they 
aofuree cut us ouit with boals, as if we were a 
planish xebeck; I aal tberefone reaoivsd I wiM 
hoist once more the flitg under ^riiids I htm 
eruizeij^ apir^l onrsdves of the diousa^d chances 
which have helped us in grenter odtb^ aal at 
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the worst, fight the vessel to the very last ; and, 
wbeii mortal man can do no more, it is but snap- 
ping a pistol in the powder-room, and as we have 
lived, so will we die.**' 

There was a dead pause as Cleveland ended ; 
and it was broken by his resuming, in a solTter 
tone— ^* You have heard my answer, mother ; let 
us debate it no further, but part in peace. I 
would willingly leave you a remembrance, that 
you may not forget a poor fellow to whom your 
services have been useful, and who parts with 
you in no unkindness, however unfriendly you 
are to his dearest interests.-— -Nay, do not shun 
to accept such a trifle,^ he said, forcing upon 
Noma the little silver enchased box which had 
been once the subject of strife betwixt Mertouh 
and him ; ^^ it is hot for the sake of the metal, 
which I know you value not, but'simply ais a 
memorial that you have met him of whom many 
a strange tale will hereafter be told in the -seas 
which he has traversed.'" 

" I accept your gift^^ said Noma, " in token 
that, if I have in aught been accessary to your fate. 
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it was as the involuntary and grieving ag^t of 
other powers. Well did you say we direct not 
the current of the events, which hurry us for- 
ward, and render our utmost efforts unavailing; 
even as the wells of Tuftiloe* can #heel the 
stoutest vessel round and round, in despite of 
either sail or steerage.— Paoolet !^ she exclidmed, 
in a louder voice, ** what, ho !. Pacolet !^ 

A large stone, which lay at the dde of the 
wall of the hovel, fell as she spoke, and to Cleve- 
land's surprise, if not somewhat to his fear, the 
mishapen form of the dwarf was seen, like some 
overgrown reptile, extricating himself out of a 
subterranean passage, the entrance to which the 
stone had covered. 

Noma, as if impressed by what Cleveland had 
said on the subject of her supernatural preten- 


* A well, in the language o£ those seas, denotes one of 
those whirlpools^ or circular eddies^ which wheel and hoil 
with astonishing strength^ and are very dangerous. Hence 
the distinction, in old English, hetwixt wells and wapes, 
the latter signifying the direct onward course of the tide, 
and the former the smooth, glassy, oify-looking whirl- 
pools, whose strength seems to the eye almost irresistihle. 
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aons, 4ra8 so ftr friNai eodeiivouriiig to avail her<^ 
«elf of this epportumty to eiifef^ tbeai, that she 
htstened to etsplaiti the phenomenon he had mU 
nesaed. 

** Snob passages,^ she said, ^^ to which die en- 
trances are careftiilj oooceaied, are frequentljr* 
found in these iBland»-«tthe places of retreat of 
the ancient inhabitants, where they aoti||>ht re* 
fuge from the rage of the Normans, the pirates 
of that day. It was that you might avail your^ 
self of this, in case of need, that I brought you 
hither. Should yon observe signs of pursuit, ymx 
may either lurk in the bowels of the earth until 
it has passed by, or escape, if you will, thvougii 
the farther entrance near the lake, by which- 
Paoolet entered but now.-^And now faivweU ! 
Think on what I have said ; for as sure as you 
now move and breathe a living man, so surely is 
your doom fixed and sealed, unless, within four- 
and-twepty hours, you have doubled the Burgh- 
head.? 

*< Farewell, mother !'• said Cleveland, as she 
departed, bending a look upon hiiQ, in which, as 
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he could permre by ifae kttip^ sorrow was 
mingled with displeasure. 

The interview, which thus concluded, left a 
powerful efPect even upon the mind of Cleveland, 
accustomed as he was to imminent dangers and 
to hair^-breadth escapes. He in Tain attempted 
to shake off the impressioa left bjr the w^ds of 
Noma, which he felt the more impressive, because 
they were in a great measure divested of her wont* 
ei mystical tone, which he contemned. A thou- 
sand times he regretted that he had from time to 
time delayed the resolution, whteh he had long 
adopted, to quit his dreadful and dangerous 
trade ; and as often he firmly determined, that, 
could he but see Minna Troil once more, were it 
but for a last farewell, he would leave the sloc^, so 
soon as his comrades were extricated from their 
perilous situation, endeavour to obtain the bene- 
fit of the King^s pardon, and distinguish himself, 
if possible, in some meae honourable course of 
warfare. 

This resolution, to which he again and agmn 
pledged himself, had at length a sedative effect up- 
on bis mental perturbance, and, wrapt in his cloak. 
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he enjoyed, for a time, that imperfect repose which' 
exhausted nature demands as her tribute, even 
from those who are situated on the verge of the 
most imminoit danger. But, how far soever the 
guilty may satisfy his own mind, and stupify the. 
feelings of remorse, by such a condidonal repent- 
ance, we may well question whether it is not, in the 
sight of Heaven, rather a presumptuous aggra- 
vation, than an expiaticm of his sins. 

When Ckvdand awoke, the grey dawn was al* 
ready nmigUng with the twilight of an Orcadian 
night He found himself on the verge of a beauti-* 
f ul sheet of water, which, close by die place where 
he had rested^ was nearly divided by two tongues 
of land that approach each other fromtheopposing 
sides of the lake, and are in some d^ree united by 
the Bridge of Broisgar, a long causeway, contun- 
ing openings to permit the flow and reflux of the 
tide. Behind him^ and fconting to the Bridge, 
stood that remarkable semipdrde of huge upright 
stones, which has no rival in Britain, excepting 
the inimitable monument at Stohehenge. These 
immense blocks of stone, all of them above twelve 
leet,and several being even fourteen or fifteen feet 


THE PIBATE. ^63 

ia height, stood around the pirate in the grey 
light of the dawning, like the phantom forms of 
antediluvian giants, who, shrouded in the habi- 
liments of the dead, came to revisit, by this pale 
light, the earth which they had plagued by their 
oppression and polluted by their sins, till they 
brought down upon it the vengeance of long- 
suffering Heaven. 

Cleveland was less interested by this singular 
monument of antiquity than by the distant view 
of Stromness, which he could as yet scarce dis- 
cover. He lost no time in striking a light, by the 
assistance of one of his pistols, and some wet fern 
supplied him with fuel sufficient to make the ap. 
pointed signal. It .had been earnestly watched 
for on board the sloop ; for Groffe^s incapacity 
became daily more apparent ; and even his most 
steady adherents agreed it would be best to sub- 
mit to Cleveland''s command till they got back 
to the West Indies. 

Bunce, who came with the boat to bring off 
his favourite commander, danced, cursed, shout- 
ed, and spouted for joy, when he saw him once 
more at freedom. ^^ They had already ,^^ he s£ud. 
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^ jnaik some |KiDgre08ln vktiialliiig tbe fll^ 
thqr might faaTejnade more, but for thidb drunken 
old Bwtb Goffe, who minded Dothii^ but i^hdng 
the main-brace.'*' 

The boat^« crew were inspired with the none 
enthunasm, and jowed so hard, that, aithou^ 
the dde was against them, and the air of wind 
£uled, they soon placed ClevelaBd once more on 
the quarterdeck of the yessd which it was lus 
misfortune to command. 

The iSrst exercdse of the Captain^s power was to 
make known to Magnus Trail that he was at full 
freedom lo depart— 4hat he was wilBng to make 
him any oompensatinB m \o» power, for the inter*i 
raptiofi of his voyage to Kirfcwiall ; and that Cap^- 
tain CleTelaad was demous^ if agreeable to Mr 
Troil, to pay his respects to him on board his 
brig-«*4hank Um for former firours^ and apcdo* 
fpsui for the drcumstances attending his detration. 

To Bunce, who, as the mofit civilised of the 
crew, Cleveland had entrusted this message, the 
old plain^ealing UdaUer made the folbwing 
answer : — « Tell your Captain that I should be 
glad to think he bad never 5to[^fKd any cme up« 
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^1 the high sea, save such as have suffered as 
little as I hare. Say, too, that if we an^ to con* 
tifkue friends, we will be most so at a distance ; 
fc»r I like the sound of his cannon balls as little 
bj sea, as he would like the whistle of a bullet 
by land from my rifle-gun. Say, in a word, that 
I am sorry I was mistidcen in him, and that he 
would have done better to have reserved for the 
Spaniard the usage he is bestowing on his coun- 
trymen." 

**' And so that is your message, old Snap- 
cholerick ?^ said Bunce— '* now, stap my vitals 
if I have not a mind to do your errand for you 
over the left shoulder, and teach you more re- 
spect for gentlemen of fortune. But I wont^ and 
chiefly for the sake of your two pretty wenches, 
not to mention my old friend Claud Halcro, the 
very visage of whom brought back all the old 
days of scene-shifting and candle-snuffing. So 
good morrow to you. Gaffer SealVcap, and all 
is said that need pass between us." 

No sooner did the boat put off with the pirates, 
who left the brig, and now returned to their own 
vessel, than Magnus, in order to avoid reposing 
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unnecessary confidence in the honour of these 
gentlemen of fortune, as they called themselves^ 
got his brig under way ; and the wind coming 
favourably round, and increaong as the sun rose, 
he crowded all sail for Scalpa-flow, intending 
there to disembark and go by land to Kirkwall, 
whare he expected to meet his daughters and his 
friend Claud Halcro. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Now, Bimna, now the littt zeflectbn make. 
What thou wouldst follow, what thou must forsake. 
By OUT iU-omenM stars and adverse Heaven, 
No middle object to thy choice is given. 

Henry and Emma. 

Ths sun ^as high in heaven ; the boats were 
busily fetching oS from the shore the promised 
supply of provldoBS and water, which, as many 
fishing skiffs were employed in the service, were 
got on board with unexpected speed, and stow- 
ed away by the crew of the sloop, with equal 
dispatch. All worked with good will ; for all, 
save Cleveland himself, were weary of a coast 
where every moment increased their danger, and 
where, which they esteemed a worse misfortune, 
there was no booty to be won. Bunce and Der- 
rick took the immediate direction of this duty, 
while Cleveland, walking the deck alone, and in 
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V 

silenoey only interfered from time to time, to give 
some order which circumstances required, and 
then relapsed into his ovn sad reflecticms. 

There are two sorts of men whom dtuations 
of guilt, terror, and commotion, bring forward as 
prominent agents. The first are spirits so natu- 
rally moulded and fitted for deeds of horror, 
that they stalk forth from thekr lurkiBg^laces 
like actual demons, to work in their tiafive ele- 
ment, as the hideous appariticm c£ the Beaitled 
Man came forth at Versailles, on the memorable 
Sth October 1789» the delighted «eoiidoiier of 
the Victims deliTered up to him by ablood-thiarsty 
rabUe. But Cleveland bekmged to the second 
daas of these unfortunate beings^ ^h& ave in^- 
vol ved in evil rather by the concurrence 6f exter- 
nal circumstances than bj natural inclination, be- 
ing indeed one in whom Ms first engaging in this 
lawless mode of Hfe, as the follows of his father, 
nay > perhaps, even his pursuing it as hojiialhcsc's 
avenger, carried with it sooiethkigtof initigatiibn 
and apology ;— »one also who oft&a considered hb 
guilty situation with hoiror, and had made repeat- 
ed, though inefiectual, efforts to esci^ from it 
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Such thoughts of remorse were now rolling in 
his mind, and he may be for^ven, if recollections 
of Minna mingled with and aided them. He look- 
ed around) too, on his mates, and, profligate and 
hardened as he knew them tobe, he could not think 
of their paying the penalty of his obstinacy. ^^ We 
shall be ready to sail with the ebb tide,^^ he sud 
to himself-—^^ why should I endanger these men, 
by detaining them till the hour of danger, pre- 
dicted by that singular woman, shall arrive ? Her 
intelligence, howsoever acquired, has been always 
strangely accurate ; and her warning was as so« 
lemn as if a mother were to apprize an erring son of 
his crimes, and of his approaching punishment. 
Besides, what chance is there that I can agidn 
see Minna ? She is at Kirkwall, doubtless, and* 
to hold my course thither would be to steer right 
upon the rocks. No, I will not endanger these 
poor fellows — I will sail with the ebb tide. On 
the desolate Hebrides, or on the north- west coasts 
of Ireland, I will leave the vessel, and return bi^ 
ther in some disguise — ^yet, why should I return, 
innce it will perhaps be only to see Minna, the 
brideof Mordaunt ?— No— let the vessel i^ with 
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this ebb tide without me. I will abide and take 
my fate.'' 

His meditations were here interrupted by Jack 
BuncC) who, hailing him noble Captain, said they 
were ready to sail when he pleased. 

<' When you. please, Bunce ; for I shall leave 
the command with you, and go ashore at Strom- 
nesfl^** said Cleveland. 

<< You shall do no such matter, by Heaven !"* 
ffiisweredBunce. *' The cmnmand with me, truly ! 
and how the devil am I to get the crew to obey 
me ? Why, even IHck Fletcher rides rusty on 
me now and then. You know well enough that 
without you, we shall be all at each other's throats 
in half an hour ; and if you desert us, what a 
rope's end does it signify whether we are destroy- 
ed bythe king's cruissers, or by each other? Come, 
come, noble Captain, there are black-eyed girls 
enough in the world, but where will you find so 
tight a sea-boat as the little Favourite here, 
manned as she is with a set of tearing lads, 

' Fit to disturb the peace of all the worlds 
And rule it when 'tis wOdest !* " 
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<< You are a predous fool» Jack Bunce,^ said 
Cleveland, half angry, and, in despite of himself, 
half diverted by the false tones and exaggerated 
gesture of the stage-struck pirate. 

^< It may be so, noble Captain,^ answered 
Bunce, ^* and it may be that I have my comrades 
in my folly. Here are you, now, going to play 
All for Love, and the World well Lost, and yet 
you cannot bear a harmless • bounce in blank 
verse— Well, I can talk prose for the matter, for 
I have news enough to tell— and strange news 
too— ay, and stirring news to boot'* 

'" Well, pr'ythee deliver them (to speak thy 
own cant,) like a man of this world.** 

*' The Stromness fishers will accept nothing for 
their provinons and trouble,** said Bunce—^^ there 
is a wonder for you !** 

** And for what reason, I pray ?** swd Cleve- 
land ; *^ it is the first time I have ever heard of 
cash being refused at a sea-port.** 

*^ True — ^they commonly lay the charges on as 
thick as if they were caulking. But here is the 
matter. The owner of the brig yonder, the father 
of your fair Imoinda, stands paymaster, by way of 
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tkttikB for the miUty with whiqb we tfe|ted his 
daughters, and that we may opt meet ouV due, 
as he calls it, on these shores.* 

<< It is like the fraokJiearted old UdaUsrr^ 
said Cleveland ; ** but is he then at Stronmess ? 
I thought he was to have crossed die island for 
KutwalL** 

<< He did so purpose,* said BiHice ; ^butinore 
folks than KingDuncan diange the course of their 
voyage. He was no sooner ashoie, than he was met 
withbya meddhngold witch of dieseparts^ who 
has her finger in everyman^spje^aiidbyber eoun- 
sel he changed bis purpose of going to Kirkwall, 
and lies at anchor for the present in yonder white 
house, that you may see with your glass up the 
lake yonder. I am told the old woman clubbed 
also to pay for the sloop^s stores. Why she should 
shell out the boards I cannot conceive an idea, 
except that she is said to be a witdi, and may 
befriend us as so many devils.* 

'^ But who told you all this ?* said Cleveland, 
without uung his ^y*glass, or seeming so much 
interested in the news as his oomvade had ex- 
pected. 
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** Why,** replied Bunce, ^ I miule a trip ashore 
thk raosning to the village, and had a can with 
an old acquaintance, who had been sent by M aa- 
ter Troil to look eSter matterfif, and I fished it all 
out of him, and more too than I am desirous o 
telling you, noble Captain,^ 

^^ And who is your intelligencer ?^ said Cleve- 
land ; '* has be got no n^me P'* 

'^ Why, he b an old, fiddling, foppish ac- 
qmntance of mine, caUed Halero, if you must 
kno^,"^ said Banoe. 

** Halcro !^ echoed Cleveland, his eyes spark* 
ling with surprise — " Claud Halcro ?— why, he 
went ashore at loganess with Minna and her 
sister-**Where are they i^ 

<< Why, that is just what I did not want to 
tell you,^^ replied the eonfidant^'^ yet hang me 
if I can help it, for I of^onot baulk a fine »tuation. 
•*<*Tfaat start bad a fioe e&ct-^O ay^ and the spy- 
glass is turned on the House of Stennis now. !*^ 
Well, yonder they are, it must be coi|fessed^-in« 
di&rendy well guarded top^ ^tme of the old 
witches people are oomje oy^ from that mountain, 
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of an island-— Hoy, as they call it ; and the old 
gentleman has got some fellows under arms him^ 
self. But what of all that, noble Captain ! — give 
you* but the word, and we snap up the wenches 
to-night— clap them under hatches—man the cap- 
stem by day-break— -up top-sails — and sail mUh 
. the morifing-tide.^ 

*< You sicken me with your -villainy,'' sud 
Cleveland, turning away from him. 

•* Umj»h .'—villainy, and sicken you I" sidd 
Bunce— " Now, pray, what have I said but what 
has been done a thousand times by gentlemen of 
fortune like ourselves t^ 

^* Mention it not again,'' said Cleveland ; then 
took a turn along the deck, in deep meditation, 
and coming back to Bunce, took him by the 
hand, and said, '^ Jack, I will see her once more." 
** With all my heart," said Bunce, sullenly. 
'* Once more will I see her, and it may be to 
abjure at her feet this cursed trade, and expiate 
my offence s " 

** At the gallows !" said Bunce, completing 
the sentence—" With all my heart !— confess 
and be hanged is a most reverend proverb." 
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<c Nay-«-but, dear Jack !^ said Cleveland. 

<< Dear Jack !^ answered Bunce, in the same 
sullen tone^** a dear sight you have been to dear 
Jack. But hold your own course — I havedone 
with caring for you for ever— I should but sick- 
en you with my villainous counsels.^ 

** Now must I sooth this silly fellow as if he 
were a spoiled child,^ said Cleveland, speaking 
at Bunce, but not to him ; <' and yet he has 
sense enough, and bravery enough too ; and one 
would think, kindness enough to know that men 
don^t pick their words during a gale of wind.*" 

^*Why, that's true, Clement,^ said Bunce, 
<^'and there is my hand upon it-— And, nov I 
think upon^t, you shall have your last interview, 
for it^s out of my line to prevent a parting scene ; 
and what signifies a tide— we can sail by to-mor- 
row's ebb as well as by this«^ 

Cleveland sighed, for Nomad's prediction rush- 
ed on his mind ; but the opportunity of a last 
meeting with Minna was too tempting to be re- 
ipgned either for presentiment or prediction. 

<^ I will go presently ashore to the place wha% 
they all are,^ said Bunce ; ^< and the payment of 
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these stores shall serve me for a pretext ; and I 
will carry any ktter or message from you to Min- 
na with the dexterity of a valet de chambre.^ 

*^ But they have armed men««>you may be in 
danger,^ said Cleveland. 

" Not a'whit-^not a whit,^ replied Bunce. ^^ I 
protected the wendbes when they were in my 
power ; I warrant their father will neither wroog 
me, ikor see me wronged.^ 

*< You say tru^,^ said Cleveland, << it is not in 
his nature* I will instantly write a note to Min- 
na.** And he ran down to the cabin for that pur- 
pose, where he wasted much paper, ere with a 
trembliag hand, and throbbing heart, he achieved 
such a lettef as he hoped might prevail on Min- 
na to permit him a farewell meeting on the suc- 
ceeding momiDg. 

His adherent, Bunce, in the meanwhile, sought 
out Fletcher, of whose support to second any mo- 
tion whatsoever, be accounted himself perfectly 
sure ; and, fblloiped^ by this trusty satellite, he ia- 
truded himself oD^lhe awful prest^nce of Hawkins 
the boatswain, agii Derrick the quarlsrp^master. 
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who were regaling themselYes with a can of rum- 
bo, after the fatiguing duty of the day^ 

'* Here comes he can tell us,^ said Derrick.-— 
^* So, Master lieutenant, for so we must call you 
now, I think, let us have a peep into your coun- 
sels—When will the anchor be a-trip ?^ 

*' When it pleases heaven. Master Quarter- 
master,^ answered Bunce, *^ for I know no more 
than the stero-posL^ 

" Why, d— n my buttons,^ said Derrick, " do 
we not weigh this dde ?^ 

^' Or to-morrow^s tide, at farthest ?^ said the 
Boatswain—** Why, what have we been slaving 
the whole company for, to get all these stores 
aboard ?^ 

** Gentlemen,^ said Bunce, ** you are to know 
that Cupid has laid our Captain on board, carried 
thevessel, and nailed down his witsunder hatches.^ 

« What sort of play-stuff is all this P"* said the 
Boatswain gruffly. ** If you have any thing to 
tell us, say it in a word, like a man.^ 

" Howsomdever," said Fletcher, " I always 
think Jack Bunce speaks like a man, and acts 
like a man too— and so, d^ye see- 
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*^ Hold your peace, dear Dick, best of bullj- 
backs, be silent,^ said Bunce— ^' Gentlemen, in 
one word, the Captain is in love.*" 

" Why, now, only think of that !*• said the 
Boatswain ; *^ not but that I have been in love 
as often as any man, when the ship was laid up." 

<< Well, but,^ continued Bunce, *^ Captain 
Cleveland is in love— Yes— Prince Volscius is in 
love ; and though thafs the cue for laughing on 
the stage, it is no laughing matter here. He ex- 
pects to meet the girl to-morrow, fqr the last 
time; and that, we all know, leads to another 
meeting, and another, and so on till the Halcyon 
is down on us, and then we may look for more 
kicks than halfpence.^ 

ft By — ," said the Boatswain, with a sound- 
ing oath, ^^ we^U have a mutiny, and not allow 
him to go ashore,— eh. Derrick?" 

" And the best way too," sdd Derrick. 

" What d'ye think of it, Jack Bunce ?" said 
Fletcher, in whose eurtf this counsel sounded 
very sagely, but who still bent a tdstful look 
upon his companion* 
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" Why, look ye, gentlemen," said Bunce, " I 
will mutiny none, and stap my vitals if any of 
you shaU."^ 

" Why then I won't, for one," said Fletcher ; 
** but what are we to do, since howsomdever— — " 

" Stopperyour jaw,Dick,willyou ?" said Bunce. 
— " Now, Boatswain, I am partly of your mind, 
that the Captain must be brought to reason by 
a little wholesome force. But you all know he 
has the spirit of a lion, and will do nothing un- 
less he is allowed to hold on his own course. 
Well, m go ashore and make this appointment. 
The girl comes to the rendezvous in the morning, 
and the Captdn goes ashore — ^we take a good 
boat's crew with us, to row against tide and cur- 
rent, and we will be ready at the signal, to jump 
ashore and bring off the Captain and the girl, 
whether they will or no. The pet-child will not 
quarrel with us, since we bring off his whirligig 
alongst with him ; and if he is still fractious, why, 
we will weigh anchor without his orders, and let 
him come to his senses at leisure, and know hi^ 
friends another time." 
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^ Whj this has a face with it. Master Der- 
rick,^ said Hawkins. 

<^ Jack Bunoe is always right,^ saidFletcb^; 
*' howBomdev^, the Captain will shoot some of 
us, that is certain.^ 

^ Hold your jaw, Didc,^ said Bunoe ; <' ptaj 
who the devil cares, do you think, whether you 
are shot <»r hung ?^ 

^ Why, it don'% much argufy tor the matter 
of that,^ replied Dick ; ** howsomdever— -— ^ 

*^ Be quiet, I tell you,^ said his inexorable pa- 
tron, ^^ and hear me out««-<We will take him at 
unaiwares, so that he shall neither have time to 
use cutlass nor pops; and I myself, for the dear 
.ove I bear him, will be the first to lay him on hit 
badk. There is a nice ti^t-going bit of a pin« 
naoe, that is a ccnsort of this chase of the Cap- 
tain'^s,-^if I have an opportunity, I'll snap her 
up on my own account.'" 

" Yes, yes,** said Derrick, " let you alone for 
ke^ung on the look«out for your own comforts.^ 

^< Faith, nay,^ said Bunce, ^^ I only snatch at 
them when they come fairly in. my way, or are 
purchased by dint of my own wit ; and none of 
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you could have fallen on such a plan as this. We 
shall have the Captain with us, head, hand, and 
heart and all, besides making a scene fit to finish 
a corned J. So I will go ashore to make the ap- 
pointment, and do you possess some of the gen- 
tlemen who are still sober, and fit to be trusted, 
with the knowledge of our intentions.^ 

Bunce, with his friend Fletcher, d^qMUrted ac- 
cordingly, and the two veteran pirates remained 
looking at each other in silence, until the Boat- 
swain spoke at last. <^ B— me. Derrick, if I like 
these two dafPadandilly young fellows ; they are 
not the true breed. Why, they are no more like 
the rovers I have known, than this sloop, is to a 
first-rate. Why, there was old Sharpe that read 
prayers to his ship^s company every Sunday, 
what would be have said to have heard it propo- 
sed to bring two wenches on board ?^ 

^* And what would tough old Black Beard 
have said,^ answered his companion, ^^ if they 
had expected to keep them to themselves P They 
deserve to be made to walk the plank for their 
impudence ; or to be tied back to back and set a 
diving, and I care not how soon.^ 
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<* Ay, but who is to oommand the ship then P^ 
said Hawkins. 

^ Why, what ails you at old Goffe ?^ answer- 
ed Derrick. 

'< Why, he has sucked the monkey so long 
and so ofiten,^ sud the Boatswain, << that the 
best of him is buff 'd. He is little better than an 
old woman whaoi he is sober, and he is roaring 
mad when he is drunk-— we have had enough of 
GoBfe.** 

<< Why then what d^ye say to yourself, or to 
me. Boatswain r* demanded the Quarter-Master. 
<^ I am content to toss up for it.^ 

<< Rot it, no,^ answered the Boatswain, after 
a mementos consideration ; ^^ if we were within 
reach of the tradeuwinds, we nngfat &tha ci us 
-make a shift ; but it will tidce all Cleveland's na- 
vigation to get us there ; and so, I thinky there 
is nothing Uke Bunce^s project for the f»:esent. 
Hark, he calls for the boat — I must go cm deck 
and have her lowered for his honbur,d — faiseyes.^ 
' The boat waslo#^ed accordingly, made its 
voyage up the lake with safety, and landed Bunce 
within a few hundred yards of. the old mansion* 
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house of Steiinis. Upon arriving in front of the 
house, he found that hasty measures had been 
taken to put it in a state of defence, the lower 
windows being barricaded, with places left for 
use of musketry, and a ship-gun being placed so 
as to command the entrance, which was besides 
guarded by two centinels. Bunce demanded ad- 
misaon at the gate, which was briefly and unce* 
remoniously refused to him, with an exhortation 
to him, at the same time, to be gone about his 
business before worse came of it. As he conti^ 
nued, however, importunately to insist on seeing 
some one of the family, and stated his business 
to be of the most urgent nature, Claud Halcro 
at length appeared, and with more peevishness 
than belonged to his usual manner, that admirer 
of glorious John expostulated with his old ac^ 
quaintance upon his perdnacious folly. 

'< You are,^ he said, ^^ like foolish moths flut* 
tering about a candle, which is sure at last to 
consume you.^ 

" And you,** said Bunce, " are a set of sting* 
less drones, whom we can smoke out of your de* 
fences at our pleasure, with half a dozen of handi« 
grenades.^ 
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<< Smoke a foors head T said Halcro ; ^^ take 
my adyice, and mind your own matters, or there 
will be those upon you will smdce you to pur- 
pose. Either begone, (Hr tell me in two words what 
you want; for you are like to reodve no welcome 
here save from a blunderbuss. .We are men 
enough of ourselves ; and here is young Mor- 
daunt Mertoun oome from Hoy, whom your 
Captain so nearly murdered.^ 

*< Tush, man,"" said Bunce, << he did but let 
out a little malapert blood.^ 

<< We want no such phlebotomy here,^ said 
Claud Halcro ; ^' and besides, your patient turns 
out to be nearer allied to us than either you or 
we thought of ; so you may think how little weU 
ctme the Captain or any of his crew are like to 
be here.^ 

*< Well{ but what if I bring money for the 
stores sent on board ?^ 

<< Ke^ it till it is asked of you,^ said Halcro. 
^' There are two bad paymasters— he that pays 
too soon, and he that does not pay at all.^ 

<* Well then, let me at least give our thanks 
to the donor,^ smd Bunce. 
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<< Keep them, too, till they ajre asked for,^' an* 
swered the poet. 

<< So this is all the welcome I have oi you 
for old acquaintance sake ?^ said Bunce. 

** Why, what can I do for you, Master Alta- 
montf^ stud Halcro, somewhat moved-— ^' If 
young Mordaunt had had his own will, he would 
have welccmied you with the red Burgundy, Num- 
ber a thousimd. For God^s sake begone, else 
the stage direction will be. Enter guard, and seize 
Altamont.^ 

^' I will not give you the trouble,^ said Bunce, 
'^ but will make my exit instantly* — Stay a mo^ 
ment^-«I bad almost forgot that I have a slip of 
paper for the tallest of your girls there— Minna, 
ay, Minna is her name. It is a ftrewell from Cap^ 
tain Clevelandi*-^you cannot refuse to give it her.^ 

" Ah, poor fellow !" md Halaro-^" I com* 
prebend — I comprehend-— Farewell, fair Ar»> 
i»idft— 

^ 'Mid pikes and mid bullets^ mid tempests and fire^ 
The danger is less than in hopeless desire. 

Tell me but this*— is there poetry in it P ^ 
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<* Choke full to the seal, with song, sonnet, and 
elegy,^ answered Bunoe ; ^^ but let her have it 
cautiously and secretly.* 

<< Tush, man .'—teach me to deliver a billet- 
doux I— -me, who have been in the Wits^ Coffee- 
house, and have seen all the toasts of the Kit-' 
Cat Club !— 'Minna shall have it then, for old 
acquaintance sake, Mr Altamont, and for your 
Captain^s sake too, who has less of the core of 
devil about him than his trade requires. There 
can be no harm in a farewell letter.* 

" Farewell then, old boy, for ever and a day," 
said Bunce ; and sizing the poef s hand, gave it 
so hearty a gripe, that he left him roaring, and 
shaking his fist, like a dog when a hot cinder has 
fallen on his foot 

Leaving the rover to return on board the ves- 
sel, we remain with the family of Magnus Troil, 
assembled at their kinsman^s mansion of Stennis, 
where they maintained a constant and careful 
watch against surprise. 

Mordaunt Mertoua had been received with 
much kindness by Magnus Troil, when he came 
to his assistance, with a small party of Noma's de- 
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pendants, placed by her under his command. 
The Udaller was easily satisfied that the reports 
instillied into his ears by the Jagger, in zealous 
desire to augment his favour towards his more 
profitable customer, Cleveland, by diminishing 
that of Mertoun, were without foundation. They 
had, indeed, been confirmed by the good Lady 
Glowrowrum,and bycommonfame, both of whom 
were pleased to represent Mordaunt Mertoun as 
an arrogant pretender to the favour of the sisters 
of Burgh- Westra, who only hesitated, sultan-like, 
on whom he should bestow the handkerchief. But 
common fame, Magnus considered, was a common 
liar, and he was sometimes disposed (where scan- 
dal wascodcemed) to regard the good Lady Glowr- 
owrum as rather an uncommon specimen of the 
same genus. He therefore received Mordaunt 
once more into full favour, listened with much sur- 
prise to the claim which Noma laid to the young 
man^s duty, and with no less interest to her in- 
tention of surrendering to him the considerable 
property which she had inherited from her fa- 
ther. Nay, it is even probable that, though he 
gave no immediate answer to her hints concern- 
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ing an union betwixt his eldest daughter and her 
heir, he might think sudi an alKanoe reoom- 
mended, as weU by the young maa^s personal 
merits, as by the chance it gare of retaining the 
very large estate which ha4.been divided betwixt 
his own father and that of Nonuu At all events, 
the Udaller received his young friend with much 
kindness, and he and the proprietor of the man* 
sion joined in ^trusting to him, as the youngest 
and most active of the party, the charge of com- 
mandiiig the night-watdi, and relieving the cen- 
tinels around the House of Stennis. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


or an outlawe, this u the lawe — 

That men him take and bind* 
Without pitie hang*d to be. 

And waive with the wind. 

The BaOad of the Nut Brown MaU. 


MoRDAUKT had caused the centinels who had 
been on duty since midnight to be relieved ere 
the peep of day ^ and having given directions that 
the guard should be agidn changed at sun-rise, 
he had retired to a small parlour, and placing his 
arms beside him, was slumbering in an easy chair, 
when he felt himself pulled by the watch-cloak 
in which he was enveloped. 

" Is it sun-iise,'" said he, " already ?** ai^ start- 
ing up, he discovered the first beams lying level 
upon the horizon. 
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^* Mordaunt T said a voice, every note of which 
thrilled to his heart. 

He turned his eyes on the speaker, and Bren- 
da Troil, to his joyful astonishment, stood before 
him. As he was about to address hex eagerly, 
he was checked by ohserv^ig the signs of sorrow 
and discomposure in her pale cheeks, trembling 
lips, and brimful eyes. 

*^ Mordaunt,^ she said, ^ you must do Minna 
and me a favour— you must allow us to leave the 
house quietly, and without alarming any one, in 
order to go as far as the Standing Stones of 
Stennis.'' 

, << What freak can thi» be^ dearesi) Brenda?^ 
said MordauBt^ much amaised at the TctfoeM^'*^ 
</ some Oroadia» obsev^anee of supejpstition, pei^ 
^I4ps ; but the time is too dongf itous, and n»y! 
charge from your father too stdct» that I sbouid 
permit you to pass without kiS' consent Cousin 
der, dearest Brenda, lam a soldi^eH dutyi»andi 
must obey orders.^ 

*< Mprdaunty^ said ^rendlEi^ ^^ fJbis' is no jestipg: 
matter— Minna^s reason, nay, Mifvia^^ life,^ dew 
pends on your giving us^.this permission.*" 


''}<>£ frt^ «i \€m kftcMr th^.''' 

shower of rifle-balls. Let me witbitr a' himdr^ 
yatt^^Ki^,'' he ^etedy^^^^ l^piief^, <' ^nd 
affi tli^ iiiis<Mef h^ Kail^dbil^ d^ S\A\ b^^bi&Iailo^dl 

HSr^md^ ; << and lie who ]ftiju¥^ Hfiklffi^ Bye^ffiM 
^ill never again fobt trpbir.'** 

^< This is madness — ^raving raa^Aie^r i^gkA 
Mordatint--^^' CiiiiMet jonf h6iK)»l«^>-k56lis?der 
^rdtfty." 

<^ I eah cofistdiE^]^ ndthi^^ but Millbfif% d^tf^ 
g^r,"" ^aM Brenda, iMark^iAt^^ fibdd of fe^Vr; 
^ her former ilh^s^ W^s HtfdlAtig tb th^ ^ate rft^ 
his b<Kefn ifif ail nfighfi. 91^ fcddb \!a h^ hknd> Ih^ 
letter, written vet chara^t^jTis^ of flri^^ i^atker fhatf^ 
6^ ink, ittfpWiilg'li^ t<<if me him f^^dUaiSt^ f^fe- 
^l^(, 89 i^ef wDdM sbV^ 2r tttli^ bbdy^ Md M' 
imtt^Hri iM>dI^pfedj^ttg hiM^^ fd# Aei' ilAlMj^r 
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and declaring' Ao power shall force him from the 
Coast till be has seen' her. — You must let us pass.*^ 

*^ It is impossible!^ repUed Mordaunt, in 
great perplexity^'^ This ruffianbaff imprecations 
enough, doubtless^ at his fingers^ ends, but what 
better pledge has he to offer ?— I cannot permit 
Minna to go.^ 

*^ I suppose,^ said Brenda, somewhat reproach- 
fully, while she dried her tears, yet still. con- 
tinued sobbing, ^' that there is something in what 
Noma spoke. of betwixt Minna and you; and 
that you are too jealous of this poor ?rretch. to at 
low him even to speak with her an instant before 
his departure."* 

^< You are unjust,*" siud Mordaunt, hurt, and 
yet somewhat flattered by her suspicions, << you 
are as unjust as you are imprudent. You know 
— ^you cannot but know — ^that Minna is chiefly 
dear to me asyoiir sister. Tell me, Brenda — and 
tell me truly — if I aid you in this foUy, have you 
no suspicion of the Firate^s faith ?" 

^^ No, none,^ said Brenda ; ^^ if I had any, do^ 
you think I would.urge you thus ?«— he is.wild.and 
unhappy, but T think we may in this trust, him.'*^. 
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<< Is the appointed place the Standing Stones, 
and the time day-break ?'^ again demanded Morr 
daunt. 

<< It is, and the time is come,*" said Brenda-— 
** for Heavetf s sake let us depart T 

" I will myself," said M<M:daunt, ** relieve 
the eentinel at the front door for a few minutes, 
and suffer you to pass — You will not protract 
this interview, so full of danger?"^ 

" We will not,'* said Brenda ; ** and you, on 
your part, you will not avail yourself of this un- 
happy man's venturing hither, to hfu'm or to 
seize him ?** 

" Kely on my honour,** said Mordaunt ; " he 
shall have no harm, unless he offers any;** 

'^ Then I go to call imy sister^** said Brenda, 
and tripped out of the apartment. 

Mordaunt considered the matter for an in- 
stant, imd then gmng to the eentinel at the front 
door, he told him to run instantly to the main- 
guard, and order the whole to turn out with their 
anii&-r'to see the order obeyed^ and to return 
when they were in readiness. Meantime, he 
himself, he said, would remain upon the post. 


Brenda appeared, muffled in their mantle^^ 7||^ 

ioiim99 }^<Md 49 tm Mtoir* 9i4 lMf>( h^r ^iu» 

bent on the giM^d* it Q9P ^ik» Ml l^l^ffM ef 
|)ii$( ji^p 8^A WHf^hTUt to tak^, JIfwdii «}sq pass- 

ji^ bfir IpY^ ii «ih^4^ h4tf Ai?« i^Niick iip^n 1^ 
« fenk ft gi!atil«>di wd nf fi^QP^ wMc^ 4§iifaMi 

if possible, his w^MfK^r *Wf tbffi? wfttjr, 

j|ka|; twi^ h«# htfA faifrt md &db^ Ik^ j^ 
erect her person, and to walk with a pmp fp ini 

«A M| «Wfti thai |breii4ib ¥f}W JW S9»f d»ffi- 

culty to ^p ^ i^h !wBi cjwW TOfcfcriiwi «fe 

S»Mtt»tHUI on ^^ ii]9j^4(^w 9^ hF^% ker 
spirits, and ex^Wflmg )^ &lf(^i )?y f^ ¥il)»fi^ 

'' ti^ ^( H)^. 1 9P w k^ ^Hk AfiA milt, n«i9 
^n qi|s t)i!9rah tl^^ 4fW»^Ui4 iptery^trt, I imM 

{)9|L hi^t giqy^wi^ /i.^|P^llW( l^ftd mdd^«fit^ 
Wl«*^^^\^ I was i^ yiW <9f Pile vhp ilWrtI 11^^ 

?f»Uy 4ff»» w 4WIW vipg pf ^s jpMt^ or Win mootu 


iP. ; p i|iviMp^n>T— -^ ^"\JfW%CllP " 7^ — '^^^^ — "•""" ' ■" '• '*- \^ 
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But yoa know, my dearest Brenda, and Cleve- 
kind iliidl also knbw, that the lore I bore to that 
niitmppy ufan, iras ds pufe «(t die riayS of that san, 
that is now Reflected 6h tlie Tiraves. And I dat-fe 
attest that gloridas stin, atid yonder blue Ireaven, 
to bear nfie witness, that, btit to urge him to 
change his unhappy coursfe olf life,' 1 had not, for 
all the teiTiptatiahs this fotind #oi:ld fioMi, ever 
consent^ to s6e him mo^e,^ 

A^ lihe ^pdkt thus, ih ^ toti^ #hil6h afi^tded 
ifl^Ii eonfideni^e t6 Brehdd, t^e mStei^ attained' 
the i^Mmif ti A risinjg ground, #Iiencb tKey ebiti- 
manded a full view of the Orcadian Stcmdienge, 
consisting of a huge ciMe and semi-circle of the 
Stahding Stoned, a^ th^ af e caHed, -^Mch already 
gHfliiftn^ a g^eyi^h white ih ffie tt£dg sM, and' 
pf^ej^^a^fak" to the ^n^^istwM their long gi^tic 
sfti^dws. At ^othex' tiiSe^ {he scene would htbve 
ap&tk'UA powerfully 6U th<6 ithii^native iditoid di 
Minna, and interest (He etMd^ty at le^ of h&t 
lesii si^Aaitive sister. 'Adt^ at this mdiiient; ilrither 
ita^ at Idi^re ib i^ceiVi^ the myplt^ssldii^ #faldt 
thiis firei]}ieiidousr ^olonhMeht oT aMSqtiify i^ i^ well 
calditated to ittitjpi^ess oti thd ^^Iihgj$ of (Hose who^ 
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behdd it ; for they saw, in the lower lake, be- 
neath what is termed the Bridge of Broi^ar, a 
boat well manned and armed, which had disem- 
barked one of its crew, who advanced alone, and 
wrapped in a naval cloak, towards that monu- 
mental circle which they themselves were about 
to reach from another quarter. 

<' They are many, and they are armed,^ said 
the startled Brenda, in a whisper to her sister. 

<< It is for precaution's sake,*" answered Min- 
na, ^* which, alas, their condition renders but too 
neoeasary. Fear no treachery from him^-^iiat, at 
least, is not his vice.^ 

As she spoke, or shortly aUberwards, she at- 
tained the centre of the circle, on which, in the 
miidst of the tall erect pillars of rude stcme that 
are raised around, lies one flat and prostrate, 
supported by short stone-pillars, of which some 
reliques are stiU viable, that had once served, 
perhaps, the purpose of an altar. 
. ** Herfs,^ she said, ** in heathen times (if we 
may believe legends^ whidi have cost me but too 
dear,) our ancestors pffisred sacrifices to heaths 
d^itiea-Hind here will I, from my soul, renounce, 
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abjure, and offer up to a better and a more mer-> 
ciful God than was known to them, the yain ideas 
with which my youthful imaginatiou has been se. 
duced."" 

She stood by the prostrate table of stone, and 
saw Cleveland advance towards her, with a ti-. 
mid pace, and a downcast look, as different from 
his usual character and bearing, as Minna^s high 
look and lofty demeanour, and calm contempla- 
tive posture, was distant from that of the love-lorn 
and broken-hearted maiden, whose weight had al- 
most borne down the support of her sister as she 
left the House of Stennis. If the belief of those is 
true, who assign these singular monuments exdu- 
siyely to the Dndds, Minna mighthave seemed the 
Haxa, or high priestess of the order, from whom 
somechampion of the tribe expected inauguration. 
Or, if we hold the circles of Gothic and Scandina- 
vian origin, she might have seemed a descended 
Vision of Freya, the spouse of the Thundering 
Deity, before whom some bold Sea-king or cham- 
pion bent with an awe, which no mere mortal ter- 
ror could have inflicted upon him. Brenda, over- 
ndielmed with inexpressible fear and doubt, re- 
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mained a pace or two bdiind, anxiously obser- 
ving the motions of Cleveland, and attending to 
nothing around, save to htm aidd to her mster. 

Cleveland approached within two yards of 
Minna, and bent his head to the grotmd. There 
was a dead pause, until Miuna said, in a firm 
but mdaneholy ton^ ^ Unhappy man, why didst 
thou seek this aggravadou of our woe P Depart 
in peace, and nuiy Heaven direct theefo abetter 
course than that which thy Me had yet faetd.^ 

** Heaven wiH not aid me,'' said CJerebmd, 
** excepting by yoor voite. I came hitber rode 
and w3d, scarce tnoowtng that my trade, my de»- 
perate trade, was more criminal m the siglit of 
man or of heaven, than that of ihos^ privateers 
whom your- law acknowledges. I y^ram bred in it, 
and, but for the wishes you bare erieouragecP «ie 
to ftmn, F shonfd hare peribtps fied^ i» if, despe^' 
rate and impenitent 0, db not Aroir mief f torn ' 
you— >let meda somiething to redeem what I have 
done amiss, and do not leave your own work half- 
anished r 

" Cleveland,'' said Minna, ^ I will not reproach 
you with abusing my inexperience, or with' avail- 




iag ff^uhrif i4 tboie Ma^»PiHs whiob the i^reiu^ 
ikf of mrly youib b^d Aapg 4irpuo4 910, mi 
,vhi«& led aw t^ ^ppf^^und jqhf jfaital 4HHlr^^ pf life 
wkliili«d9dbfifQiiirft%9i^tbero^ Ate,i«ii«»ii 

bull do »at ufibimi yi^ wkb i4« imviugeiust^ 

Go, Cleveland ; detach y^ii^^ffp^^i tkos^imix* 
fbj^ wpQlfibi^ mi^ li^b^m ]fW Are tMoc^liedft «nd 

¥9mm of dffBlingMiibing y^w nmi^ by i9m go^d 

lonely ymd»4 tJiQfi wlU IfOi^p M JSm^ fi^r'iOjfm 

•'^'rmw^f vm^ mw dd far ©oisr^w.'' 

«^ And U tim«^i^^ mi Clevelgnd; <^ aod mt^ 
I Dotbopey that if I extricate myself from mypa^ 

9SkhM ifik i&» rii^ «li I b»v0^ bean, too^^^fton to 
<«99 bMit:^f bflt^wg Jiodefi^^ 

'< N9v?ff, Qikvdmd» l^mi r «jMd 34»ili^ w«<& 

12 
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part for ever, and part without longer indulgence. 
Think of me as of one dead, if you continue as 
you now are ; but if, which may heaven gnmt, 
you change your fatal course, think of me then 
as one, whose morning and evening prayers will 
be for your happiness, though she has Idst h^ 
own — Farewell, Cleveland l^ 

He kneeled^ overpowered by his own bitter 
feelings, to take the hand which she held out to 
him, and in that instant, his confidant Bunce, 
starting from behind one of the large upright 
pillars, his eyes wet with tears, exdtdmed-i- 

*^ Never saw such a parting scene on any stage. 
But 111 be d— d if you make your exit as you 
expect^ 

And so saying, ere Cleveland could emplc^ 
either remonstrance or resistance, and indeed be- 
fore he could get upon his feet, he easily secured 
him by pulling him down on hi& back, so that 
two or three ofthe boaf screw sdzed him by the 
arms and legs, and began to hurry him towards 
the lake. Minna and Brenda shrieked^ and at- 
tempted to fly, but Derrick smatched up the for* 
mer with as much ease as a £Edcon pounces on a 
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pigeon ; while Bunce, with an oath or two, wluch 
were intaided to he oi a, consolatory nature, sei- 
zed on Brenda, and the whole party, with two or 
three of the other pirates, who, stealing frcHn the 
water-^de, had accompanied them on the ambu&» 
cade, began hastily to run towards the boat, which 
was left in charge of two of their number. Their 
course, however, was unexpectedly, and, for their 
criminal purpose, fatally interrupted. 

When Mordaunt Mertouahad turned out hi» 
guard in arms, it was with the natural purpose of 
watching over the safety of the two sisters. They 
had accordingly, closely observed the motions of 
the pirates, and when they saw so many of them 
leave the boat and steal towards the place of ren- 
dezvous as»gned to Cleveland, they naturally sus- 
pected treachery, and by cover of an old hollow 
way or trench, which perhaps had anciently been 
connected with the monumental drde, they, had 
thrown themselves unperceived between the pi- 
rates and their boat. At the cries of the BastevA, 
they started up and placed themselves in the way 
of the ruffians, presenting their pieces, which, 
notwithstanding, they dared not fire, for fear of 
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hiurting tbtf yomg kAes^ ssMfftd is thrf wiM 
ia the radi grwp of tbo fDiffaiid«#8< MilRliimt» 
l»w«irery odvanctd tritb tk^ ipoed nf a #i)ddbti 
on BoBOe^ wIkv loth toqt^ hii^pNPjr^yHftiMlll 
to dtCnMl hiMMif otkwrwiMr, tfttnnd to^ tllitf lUte 
AiA that dtemattfl J, ex^oug BMttdH to tbs bfowt 
ivhich Mbfdauflt oiBfred at hm Thia difl^Mef^ 
howvfva^ pnpi^dd HiTaivagMnfltflyaoch pc w mw 
ed of the lightM^fool moA ml9tt aatire biAid aiw 
hnbtni ift Zatlaactt toid aftat a faintt ot two^ Mor- 
dmmt bfongin the ipstmt' to Aa* gramd n^iih) • 

HfdnsaifMid^^^riiSKr Atthetamettiniribe^utaMl 
wt9e (Tiithai^ on ttthey Ada by thoK^iAa' wanr 
liabfe to* im stidh ctUMiifr of fbr^emiM^ add tha^ 
pirai66 ^)ya had hol^ df Clai<dlaadr dt&p^ M»r 
maturaty omttgb, to pi«¥i^ for thair OMU de-^ 
faiioi?ori%iraat Buttliejrotilyaddadtotiiefiiiim^ 
fael' of t6ei^ cM^irii^ $ fbl^ Cte^aad^ t)«i^Witt$f 
Miniii^ in life arms of Dei^ok, ^atdiad h^ frMtl 
tbemHaa #kh ^MAd^hatid^ and wilA tha odMt iihor 
bi»f dead on the Kpot^ l^troa^fbrfla-ifiofoof tha* 
picatas faH or wara fakaay tha test flad to the&^ 
boat, pushed 6% and^ fifed li^pi^tedly oii the Or* 
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cadiaa pttrty^ which th&j fetnnied, with little m« 
jury an either side» Meanwliile Movdmnty fan* 
viog first s^en that the nsters were at liberty ftnd 
in full flight towards tbe houses advanced en 
Cleveland with his cutlass drawn. The pirate pre« 
salted a piBtoi, and calling out at the same time, 
■^^^^ Murdaunt) I neivw missed my aim^ faefirtd 
it iato the air, and threw it into the lake; them 
drew bis ciitlas% brandished it loundhisheadf and 
flung that also as far aa his arm tfould send it^ iii 
the same (fire^on. Yet such was the uniTersai 
belief of his persottal strength andresouroes^ that 
Mordaunt stiU used precaaticnv asy advaadng en 
Cleveland^ he asked if he surrendered^ 

^< I smrrender to» no main,^ said the Pirates 
captain ; <^ but you may 9de I hwre tlH^owti awajF 
my weapoii&^' 

He was immediately seized by some of the 
Qtfcadians without his offering any itesislan^ ; 
but the instant ii^tference of McordauAt pre' 
vented hb being roagUytreatedy or boimdv Tho 
victors eonduetfid hksk to a weH^sccurtd upper 
apartment in the Hoiise of Stennia^ and piooed a 
centinel at the door. Bunce and Fletcher, both 
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of whom had been stretched on the field during 
the skirmiflhy were lodged in the same chamber; 
and two prisoners, who appeared of lower rank, 
were confined in a Tault belonging to the man- 


Without pretending to describe the joy of 
Magnus Troil, who^ when awakened by the noise 
and firing, found his daughters safe, and his ene^ 
my a prismier, we shall only say, it was so great, 
that he fcnrgot, for the time at least, to inquire 
what circumstances were those which placed them 
in danger; and that he huj^ed Mordaunt ta 
his breast a thousand times, as their preserver; 
and swore as often by the bones of hiis sainted 
namesake, that if he had a thousand daughters, 
so tight a lad, nod so true a friend, shoijd have 
the choice of them, let Lady Glowrowrum say 

what she would. 

A very different scene was passing in the prison- 
chamber of the unfortunate Cleveland and his as- 
sociates. The Captiun sat by the window, his eyes 
bent on the prospect of the sea which it present-^ 
ed, and was seemingly so intent on it, 'as to bf' 
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inBensible of the presence of th^ otiiers. Jack 
Bunce stood meditating some ends of verse, in 
order to make his advances towards a reconcili- 
ation with Cleveland ; for b^ bc^n to be sen- 
sible, from the coDsequ^Qc^^, tl)at the jMurt h^ 
had played towaixfe his Captltin ^ hoyr^y^r well i^ 
tended, was neither lucky in it^isisu^ por ^D^ely to 
be well taken. His admmr anii adher^l; lietcb^ 
-lay half aaieep, aa it wenijed, on a tnickle*be4 i^ 
the room, without the least attem.pt , to in^iexfere* ^ 

in theconversatioii which ensued* 

^< Nay, but spe^k to ^iqe, Clement,^ i^id th^ 
patent lieutenant, ^Viif ijt bie Jt>ut !to .swear ^ 
toe fcr my stv^idity.-**^ 

* What, not an oath ? — Nay, then the world goes hard. 
If Clifford cannot spare his friends an oath/ " 

*< I pr^ythee peace, and be goo^ T said Cleve- 
land ; *^ I have one boson^ &iend left yet, and 
you will make me bestow its contents. on you, or 
on myself.*' 

<* I have it t^ said Bunce, « I have it P and 
on he went, in <he vein <rf Jaffier-^ 

VOL. in. k V 
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^' Then, by the hell I merit. 111 not kftve thee. 
Till to thy fldf. at least thoa'nxecoaeiled, 
Howeyer thy resentment deal with me!' " 

<^ I pray you dnciB more to be dkfnt,^ said 
Clevdand— -<' Is it not enough that you have un- 
done me with your treachery, but you must stun 
me with your silly buffoonery ?«-^I would not 
have beheved you would have lifted a -finger 
against me. Jack, of any man or devil in ycmder 
unhappy ship.* » 

" Who, I r exclaimed fiunce, "I lift afliiger 
against you !— -And if I 'did, it was in pure love, 
and to make you the happiest fellow that ev«r 
trode a deck, with your mistress beside you,- qndF' 
fifty fine fellows at your command. Here is Dick 
Fletcher can bear witness I did, all for th^, bfsst, 
if he would but speak, instead of lolloping there 
like a Dutch digger laid .up to :be cfCrQened.— 
Get upi, Dick^ and speak for me, .won't you ?^ ' 

^ Why, yes. Jack Bunce,* answered Fletober, 
raisbg himself with difficulty, and speaking 
.feebly, " I will if I can — and I always knew you 
spoke and did for the bdst-^ut howsomdever, 
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dye see, it iias turned out for the worst for me this 
time, for I am bleeding to death, I think.^ 

*' You cannot be such an assP^ said Jack 
Bunce, springing to bis assistance, as did CleYeu 
land. But human aid came too late — ^he sunk 
back on the bed, and, turning on his face, ex- 
pired without a groan* 

<< I alwajTs thought him a d— d fool^* said 
BUnce, as he wiped a tear from his eye, ^' but 
never such a consummate ideot as to hop the 
perch so fiillQy.— -I have lost the best foUower—^ 
and.jbe again wiped his eye. 

Cleveland looked on the dead body, the rugged 
features of which had remamed unaltered by the 
death-pang — " A bull-dog,'' he said, *^ of the 
true British breeds and^ with a better counseUor, 
would have been a better man.**^ 

^* You tQay say that of some other folks too. 
Captain j if you are minded to do them justice,?' 
said Biince; 

« I may indeed^ and especiaUy of yourBelf,^ 
said Cleveland, in reply. 

" Why then, say, Jack^ IJbrgive yeu^ said 
Bunce ; '^ if s but & short word, and soon spoken.^ 
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'' *^ I forgive you from all my soul, Jftck,* said 
Cleveland, who had resumed his situation at the 
t»indow ; <* and the rather that your folly is of 
Htde consequence*— the morning 13 ci>me tbat 
isnxst bring nrin on us alL^ 
•' ** What, you are thinking of the 6^ woman'^s 
prophecy you spoke of ?^ said fiunee. 
- ** ft will soon be accomplished,,^ answefed 
C)evela!nd. << Come hither ; what do you take 
yon large square-rigged vessel for, that you see 
doubling the head-land on the east, and opening 
the Bay of Stromness F'* 

<* Why, I cBsstt make her well out,^ said 
Bunce, ^ but yonder is old Giofe, tafeesr her fbi 
a West Indiaman loaded with rum aod svgar, I 
€uppose, for d — ^n nie if he does not 8li|> cable, 
and stand out to her r 

* ^' Instead of running into the; shoal-water, 
wluch j^^as his only safety,^ said .Cievteknd— • 
<^ The fool ! the dotard ! the drivelling, drunken 
ideot'!<^-^e will get )iis liqW hot enpugb; for 
yon is the Halcyon — Se0, she hoists her c^Ioum 
and fires abroad-side! and there will isoon bean 
end of the Fortune^s Favourite ! 1 otily hope 
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they will fight her to tlie Ikst plank. The Boat- 
swain lised to be ^tatmch enough, and so is Goffe^ 
though 'an incarnate demon.'— Now she shoots 
AWay, with ^1 the sail' she! can spread, ahdthat 
shews some sense." • ' : 

^* Up goes the Jolly Hodge^ the old iimk &ig, 
with the death^s head and hour glass, udd thftt 
shews some spunk.'' 

" The hour glass is turned fdr us, Jadc^ few: 
this bout — our sand is running fast.**^Fii?e away 
yet^ my roving lads I The deep sfea or the Wu^ 
sky, rather tbah a rope and a yard-arm.''. . 

There was a moment of ahkious and dead m^ 
lence ; the sloop, though hard pressed^ bmm- 
taining siill a running 'fight, and the frigate con- 
tinuing in full chase, but scarce returning a shot. 
At length the vessels nedfed each other> so as to 
shew that the man-of-wai^ intended to board this 
sloop, instead of sinking her, probably to. seizure 
th(B plunder whidi might be in the pirate vessel. 

** Now Goffe— now Boatswain 1" ei^daiin^ 
Cleveland,, in an ecstac^ of impatieniqe, and as 
if they could liave heard his commands, ^' stopEid 
by sheets and tacks — rake her with a broadside 
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when you are under her bows, then about 
and go off on the other tack like a wild goose. 
The sails shiyer— theiielm^s a»lee-— Ah !-^^ie^>-. 
sea ank the lubbers !--*thej miss stays, and the 
frigate runs them a-board T 

Accordingly th^ Tanoqs manoeuvres of the 
chase had brought them so near, that Clevelandy 
with his spy-glass, could see the maUpof-warV 
man boarding by the yards and bowsprit, in ir- 
reastible numbers, their naked cutlasses flashing 
in the sun, when, at that critical mcnnent, both 
ships were enveloped in a cloud of tluck black 
flonoke, which suddenly arose on board the cap- 
tured {nrate. 

** Exeunt omnes,^^ said Bunce, with clasped 
hands. 

•* There went the Fortune's Favourite, ship 
and crew,^ said Cleveland, at the same instant 

But the smoke imimediately clearing away, 
shewed that the damage had only been partial, 
and that from want of a sufficient quantity of 
powder, the pirates had failed in their desperate 
attempt to blow up their vessel with the Hal- 
cyon. 
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Shortly after the actipn was over, Captain 
Weatherp(»l of the Halcyon sent an officer and 
a party of marines to the House of Stennis, to 
demand of them the jHrate seiamen who were 
their prisoners, and, in particular, Cleveland and 
Bunce, who aet^ as Captain and Lieutenant of 
tliie giang. 

Thisf was a demand which was not to be resist- 
ed, though Magnus Troit coidd have Wished sin- 
oerely that the roc^ under whksh. he lived had 
been allowed as an asylum at least to Cleveland. 
But the offioer^s oiders.were pecemptory ; and 
he added, it was Captain Weatherpbrf s- inten- 
tion' tO' land the other prisoners, and send the 
whole, with a sufSdeht escort, across the island 
to Kirkwall, in order to undergo an examination 
there before the civil authorities, previous to their 
being sent off to London for trial at the High 
Court of Admiralty. Magnus could therefore 
only intercede for good usage to Cleveland, and 
that he might not be stripped or plvmderedj 
which the officer, struck by his good mien, and 
compassionating his situation, readily promised. 
The honest Udaller would have said something 
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iii the #ay of comfort to Cleveland hioiiidlf^ but 
h^ could htH find i^ords to eiipi«&i^ it> and t/oly 
fthodk his head. ^ '* 

« 01<i friend/' daid C Wdahd, «* ^oii may baw 
inucli tb c^yfii^l^d of^et you pity instead of exi. 
tilting dv^r ii^e^^ol* the sdke of you and youi% 
I will never harm human being more. Tatoe 
tbk ttovii tiL6-*-ja\y laitHope^ but my last ten!kp- 
tatbn AbMT-^hd diiew from his bosom a pookiU 
pistoi^ and gave it to Magnus Troil^ << Remera^ 
befr me ttwbut nb-— let every one forget me»«*->I 
dm joui* prisoner, sir,^ said he to the officer^ . 

*' And I also,^ said poor Bunce ; and putting 
on a theatrical countenance, he ranted, \nlh no 
very perceptible fatiltering in his tone, die irojedtf 
of]Kerre: 

* » • « r 

' jCoptain, yea- shoald be a gentleman of honour ; 

Keep, off the rabble, that I may have room 

T6 entertain iay hie, and die with decency.' ** ^ 


lai ■ ^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Jojy joy, in London now ! 

SOUTHET. 


The news of the capture of the rover soon 
reached to Kirkwall, about an hour before noon, 
and fiUed all men with wonder and with joy. Lit- 
tle business was that day done at the Fair, whilst 
people of all ages and occupations streamed from 
the place to see the prisoners as they were marched 
towatds Kirkwall, and to triumph in the different 
appearance which they now bore from that which 
they had exhibited when ranting, swaggering, and 
bullying in the streets of that town. The bayotiets 
of the marines were soon seen to glisteii in the 
sun, aud then came on the melancholy troop of 
captives, hand cuffed two and two together. Their 
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finery had been partly torn from them by their 
captors, partly hung in rags about them ; many 
were wounded and covered with blood, many 
blackened and scorched with the explosion, by 
which a few of the most desperate had in vain 
strove to blow up the vessel. Most of them seem- 
ed sullen and impenitent, some were more beco- 
mingly affiscted with their condition, and a few 
braved it out, and sung the same ribald songs 
to which they had made the streets of Kirkwall 
ring when they were in their frolics. 
' The Boatswain and QoSe, coupled together, 
exhausted themselves in threats and imprecations 
against efich other ; the former charging Goffe 
with want of seamanship, and the- latter alleging 
that the Boatswain had prevented him frcHn firing 
the powder that was atowed forward, and so send- 
ing them all to the other world together. Last 
came Cleveland and Bunce, who were permitted 
to walk unshackled ; the decent melancholy, yet 
resolved manner of thefok'mer, contrasting strong- 
ly with the stage strut and swagger which poor 
Jack thought it fitting to assume, in order to.con- 
ceiEil some less dignified emotions. The former 
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was locked upon with compassiQii, the latter with 
a mixture of scorn and pity; while most of the 
others inspired horror, and eyen fear, by their 
looks and their language^ 

There wa^ one individual in Kirkwall, who 
was so far from hastening to see the sight which 
attracted all eyes, that, he was not eyen aware of 
the eyent which agitated the town. This was the 
elder Mertoun, whose residience Kirkwall had 
been for two or three days, part of which had 
been spent in attending to some judicial proceed- 
ings, undertaken at the instance of thp Procura- 
tor Fiscal, against that grave professor, Bryce 
Snaelsfoot. In. consequence of an inquisition in- 
to the proceedings of this worthy trader, Cleve- 
land^'S chest, with .bis papers and other matters 
therein contained, had beei]^ restored to Mer- 
toun, as the lawful cu^iodkr thereof, until the 
right owner should be in a situation to esta- 
blish his right to them. Mertpun was at first de- 
sirous to throw back upon Justice the charge 
which she was disposed to entrust him with ; but, 
on perusing one or two of the papers, he hastily 
. changed :his mind-^iq broken words, requeste4 
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the Magistrate to let the chest be sent to his 
lodgings, and, hastenii^ homeward, bolted him^ 
self into the room, to conader and digeat ih« 
singular information which chance had thii» coot- 
veyed to him, and which increased, in a tenfold 
degree, his impatience for an int^view with the 
mysterious Noma of the Fitful-head. . 

It may be remeihbered that she had required 
of him, when they met in the Cfaurch-yard of 
Saint Ninians, to attend in the outer msle of the 
Cathedral of Saint Magnus, at the hour of nooo^ 
on the fifth day of the Fair 6t Saint OUa, thece 
to meet a person by whom the fate of .Mordaunt 
would be explained to hitn.-^*^ It mifst be herr 
self,"^ he said ; *^ and that I should see her at 
this moment is indispensaU^. How to find heir 
sooner, I know not ; and better lose a few hours 
even in this exigence, than ofiend her by a pro- 
mature attempt to force myself on her presence.^ 

Long, therefore, before noon—- long before the 
town of Kirkwall was agitated by tlie news of the 
events on the other side of the island, the eldea: 
Mertoun was pacing the deserted aisle of the 
Cathedral, awaiting, with agonizing eagerness, 
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the expected communication from Noma. The 
b^ tolled twelve— •no door opened — ^no one was 
seen to enter the Cathedral ; but the last sounds 
had not ceased to reverberate through the vault- 
ed roof, when, gliding from one of the interior 
side-aisles^ Noma stood before him. Mertoun, 
dndifF^ent to the apparent mystery of her sud- 
den approach, (with the secret of which the rea- 
der is acquainted,) went up to her at once, with 
the earnest ejaculation — ^^ Ulla^-UUa Troil — aid 
me to save our unhappy boy !" . 

« To Ulla Troil,"* said Noma, « I answer 
not — I gave that name to the winds, on the night 
that cost me a father T 

** Speak not of that night of horror,^ said 
Mertoun ; /^ we have need of our reason — ^let us 
not think on recollections which may destroy it ; 
but aid me, if thou canst, to save our unfortu- 
nate chUd i"" 

- " Vaughan,** answered Noma, " he is already 
saved-— long since saved ; think you a mother^s 
hand— and that of such a mother as I am 
— ^would await your crawling, tardy, ineffectual 
assistance ? No, Vaughan — I make myself known 
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to you, but to shew my tiiumph ovdr you^t is 
the only revenge which the powerful Notna pier- 
mits herself to take for the wrongs of Ulla TroiL^ 

^' Have you indeed saved him*- saved hielk 
from the murderous crew ?-Mspeak i---4md speak 
truth !-— I will believe every thing-^-all you wotitd 
require me to assent to l-*-prove to me only be is 
escaped and safe !^ 

^< Escaped and safe, by my means,^ said Noat- 
na — ** safe, and in assurance of an honoured and 
happy alliance. Yes, great unbeliever !—yei^ 
wise and self-opinioned infidel t-^these w^i^e the 
works of Noriia ! I knew you many a year since; 
but never had I made myself known to you, save 
with the triumphant consciousness of having ccm- 
troUed the destiny that threatened my son. Ail 
combined against hin^-^lanets wbidi tbreattened 
drowning— comlnnations which menaced bkiod^-^ 
but my skill was superior to all. — I arranged-— 
I combined—^I found means— I made them— • 
each disaster has been averted ;— and what infi- 
del on earth, or stubborn demon beyond the 
bounds of earth, shall hereafter deny my power ?'* 
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The wild e<$stacy with which she spoke, so 
much resembled triumphant insanity, that Mer^ 
toun answered-**** Were your pretensions less 
lofty, and your speech more plain, I should be 
better assured of my son^s safety/* 

*^ Doubt on, Tain sceptic !^ said Noma*— ^' And 
yet know, that not only is our son safe^ but ven* 
geance is mine, though I sought it not— ven- 
geance on the powerful implonent cf the darker 
Influences by whom my schemes were so often 
thwarted^ and even the life of my son endanger- 
ed.— -Yes, take it as a guarantee of the truth of 
my speech, that CleTeland — ^the pirate Cleve- 
land—even now enters Kirkwall as a jNisoner, 
and will soon expiate with bis life the having 
shed blood which is of kin to Norna^s.^ 

*' Who didst thou say was prisoner 7'* exclaim- 
ed Mertoun, with a voice of. thunder—" Who, 
woman, didst thou say should expiate his crimes 
with bis Itfe P'' 

" Cleveland — ^the pirate Cleveland T answer- 
ed Noma;" and by me, whose counsel he scorn- 
ed, he has been permitted to meet his fate.^ 
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* " Thou most wretched of women !^ said Mer- 
ioun, speaking from between bis clenched teeth, 
« — *^ thou hast dain thy son, as well as thy fa^ 
therr 

<^ My son !-^what ton ?-— what meim you P--^ 
Mordaunt is your son— your only son I" excIaimA^ 
•ed Noimar«— ^< is he not ?--<Cell me quickly — ^is he 
«ot?'' 

^^ McMcdaunt is indeed hm/ son,^ said Mertoun— «- 
-^^ the laws, at least, give him to me as sux^b'^^ 
But O, unhappy Ulla ! Cleveland is your son ti» 
well asr mine-^>lood of our blood, bone of our 
bone{ and if you have given him tp death, I will 
end my wretched life along with hm -'" 

^^ Stay — faold-^top, Vaugban V^ said Noma ; 

^* I am not yet overcome — ^prove but to me the 

•truth of what you say, I would find hdp, if I 

.should evoke bdl ! — But prove your words, ^se 

< believe them I cannot.^ 

** Tfum help ! wretched, over-wfe^nfaig woQian ! 

-^n what have thy combinations aild thy stra- 

-tagemsx-^the legerdemain of lunacy — ^tbe.mei^ 

quackery of insanity— in what have these involved 

thee ?-*and yet I will speak to thee as reasonable 
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naf^ I will aifoiit thee as {x>w«rfttl«-*Heaf then, 
Ulla, the proofs which you demadd, luid find ft 
remedy, if thou canst :«^ 

<< When I fled ftom Orkney,"^ he continued^ 
aflor a pauae-^^^ it is now five aad twelnty years 
ance«**I bc^re widi me the unhappy oSspring to 
whom you had givea light. It was sent to me 
by ctoie ei your kinswomen, with an account of 
your iUnesS) which was soon followed by a geoe*- 
^ally received belief of your death* It avails not 
to tell in what misery I left Europe. I found ie« 
fiige in Hispanida, wherdn a taiv young Splu 
niard undertook the task of eomforter« Imanied 
hei^'^'^e became mother of the youth calkd Mor« 
daunt Mertoun.^ 

^* You married her T said Noma, in s^ tone of 
de^ reproach* 

*^ I did, UUa,'' answered Mertoun ; << but yoa 
were avenged. She proved faithless, and her in^ 
fiddity left me in doubts whether the chikl she 
bore had a right to call me father-^But I also 
was avenged.^ 

. VOL. III. X 
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V <^ You murthered her !^ said Noma, witli a 
dreadful shriek. 

" I did that,^ said Mertoun, without a more 
direct reply, ^' which made an instant flight from 
Hispaniola necessary. Your son I carried ^th 
me to Tortuga, where we had a small settlement. 
Mordaunt Vaughan, my son by marriage, about 
three or four years younger, was reading in Port- 
Boyal, for the advantages of an English educa- 
tion. I resolved never to see him again, but JE 
continued to support him. Our settlement was 
plundered by the Spaniards, when Clement was 
but fifteen— Want came to aid despair and a trou- 
bled oonsdence. I became a corsair, and invol- 
ved Clement in the same desperate trade. His 
skill and bravery, though then a mere boy, gain- 
ed him a separate command; and after a lapse 
of two or three years, while we were on different 
cruises, my crew rose on me, and left me for dead 
on the beach of one of the Bermudas. I recover- 
ed, however, and my first inquiries, after a tedi- 
ous illness, were after Clement. He, I heard, had 
been also marooned by a rebellious crew, and put 
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ashore on a desert islet, to perish with want— I 
believed he had so perished.'*' 

*' And what assures yoii that he did not ?^* said 
Ulla ; ^< or how comes this Cleveland to be idea- 
tified with Vaiighan ?"* 

^' To change a name is common with such ad- 
venturers,^ answered Mertoun, ^< and Clement 
had apparently found that of Taughan had be« 
come too notorious— and this change, in his case, 
prevented me from hearing any tidings of him* 
It was then that remorse seized me, and that, de« 
testing all nature, but especially the sex to which 
Louisa belonged, I resolved to do penaoce in the 
wild islands of Zetland for the rest of my life« 
To subject myself to fasts and to the scourge, was 
the advice of the holy Catholic priests, whom I 
consulted. But I devised a nobler penance— I 
determined to bring with me the unhappy boy 
Mordaunt, and to keep always before me the li« 
ving memorial of my misery and my guilt. I have 
done so, and I have thought over both, till rea« 
son has often trembled on her throne. And nowy 
to drive me to utter madness, my ClementF— my 
own, my undoubted son— revives from the dead 
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to \m ooniigned to n iiifiunous de«tb, by the na- 
chioations of his own mothf? P 

" Away^ away T said NcMnaa, with a laugfa, 
when die had heard the story to an end, ^ tbis 
is a legend framed by the old corsair, to interest 
myttdinfiiTDoroCaguiltyooinfade. How could 
I mistake Mordamit for mjr MQy thinr agea being 
so diflerent ?"* 

** The dark complexioa and asanly stature mtty 
have dcmc nroch,^ asid Basil Mertoon ; '^ strong 
imagination must hove done the wstJ* 

*^ But, giTt me ]aroofii-^ve me proofs that 
this Clerdandismy eon, andbeEeve me, tUs sua 
shall sooner sink in east^ than they shall have 
power to harm a hair of hia head«^ 

** These pqwrs, these journals,^ siud Mertoun, 
offering the pocket-book. 

<< I ca»aot read tbem,^ she sttd, aft^ an ef^ 
fort, *< my brain k dkay."* 

*^ Clement bad also tdcens which you may ra. 
member^ but they must bav^ become the booty 
of his captors^ He had a silver box with a Rume 
inscr^tiim, with which in fiir other days you pre^ 
sented me-^i golden dnqplet^ 
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" A box r said Noma, hastily ; " Cleveland 
gave me one but a day ance-^I have nev^r look- 
ed at it till now.^ 

Eagerly she pulled it out— eagerly examined 
the legend around the lid, and as eagerly exclaim- 
ed—^* They may now indeed call me Reimken- 
nar, for by this rhime I know myself murderess 
of my son, as well saT^f my father !^ 

The conviction of the strong ddusion under 
which she had laboured, was so overwhelming, 
that she sunk down at the foot of one of the pil- 
lars-— Mertoun shouted &x help, thongh in des* 
pair of receiving any ; the sexton, however, en* 
tered, and hopeless of all assistanoe from Noraa, 
the distncted father rushed out to learn, if po(^ 
able, the fiitc of his son. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Go, Mme of Jon, ay » xepfksve I 

Beggar^t (^ira. 


C APT Ain We ATHEBPOBT had, before this time^ 
reached Kirkwall in person, and was received with, 
great joy and thankfulness by the Magistrates^ 
who had assembled in council for the purpose; 
The Provost, in particular, expressed himself de^ 
- lighted with the providential arrival of the Hal* 
cyon, at the very conjuncture when the Pirate 
could not escape her. The Captidn looked a little 
surprised, and said-«*^^ For that, sir, you may 
thank the information you yourself supplied,^ 

** That I supplied If^ said the Provost, some, 
what astonished, 

** Yes, sir,'' answered Captain Weatherport, 
« I understand you to be George Torfe, Chief 
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Magistrate of Kirkwall, who subscribes this let* 
ter.'' 

The astonished Provost took the letter address-* 
ed to Captain Weatherport of the Halcyon, sta- 
ting the arrival, force, &c. of the pirates^ vessel ; 
but adding, that they had heard of the Halcyon 
being on the coast, and that they were on their 
guard and ready to baffle her, by going among the 
shoals, and through the islands, and holms, where 
the frigate could not easily follow ; and at the 
worst, they were desperate enough to propose 
running the sloop ashore and blowing her up, by 
which much booty and treasure would be lost to 
the captors. The letter, therefore, suggested, 
that the Halcyon should cruise betwixt Duncans- 
bay Head and Cape Wrath, for two or three days, 
to relieve the pirates of the alarm her neighbour- 
hood occasioned, and lull them into security, the 
more especially as the letter-writer knew it to be 
their intention, if the frigate left the coast, to go 
into Stromness Bay, and there put their guns 
ashore for some necessary repairs, or even for 
careening, if they could find means. The letter 
concluded by assuring Captain Weatherport, that 
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if he couM bring hit frigate into Stionin«n Baj 
on the morning of the S4th of August, he would 
hftte A good htt^pdn of the phmtmi if aooner, 
be wee not unlikely to mift thetn* 

^ This letter is not of mj writi|ig or aobacri* 
bi^g, Cbptein Weittlieiporty^ said the Proro^; 
^ Bor wouki I hsTo vcQtui«d to advise any de- 
lay in your oonnng hither.* 

The CqitaiB was fuiprised in his turn. ^^^U 
I know i% thai it readied meixiien I was in the 
kay of Thufso, and that I gave the boat^g crew 
that brought it five dbUan for crossiBg the Pent? 
land Firth m wry mw^ weadi^. They h^ a 
dinb dwarf as eosswwi^ the ugGest ur^n my 
eyes evfir opened iipoiw I pvs yon suich credit 
ibr the aopuracy of your intelligHiofl^ Mr Pro* 
vost.** 

<< It is lucky ss it is,* said the Pnnrost; ** yet 
I question whether the writer of tl^ letter would 
not rather that you had found the nest cold and 
the bird flown," 

So saying, he handed the letter to Magnus 
Troil, who returned it with a smile, but without 
any observation, aware, doubtless, with the saga- 


THE FIKATS. 829 

ciotis reader, that Noma had her own reasons for 
calculating with accuracy on the date of the Hal- 
cjon^s arrival. 

Without puzzling himself further concerning 
a circumstance which seemed inexplicable, the 
Captain requested that the examinations might 
proceed; and Cleveland and Altamont, as he 
jDhose to be called, were bnmgfat up the first of 
the pirate crew, on the charge of having ac^ed as 
Captain and Lieutenant. They had just com- 
menced the examination, when, after some ex- 
postulation with the officers who kept the door, 
Baal Mertoun burst into the apartment and ex- 
daimed, *< Take the old victim for the young 
one !-^I am Basil Vaughan, too well known on 
the windward station— 4ake my life, and spare 
my son's f* 

All were astonished, and none morethan Mag- 
nus Troil, who hastily explained to the Magis- 
trates and Captain Weatherport, that this gen- 
tleman had been living peaceably and honesdy 
on the mainland of Zedand for many years, 

^' In that case,^ said the Captain, *^ I wash 
my hands of the poor man, for ha is safcj under 
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two prookunations of mercy ; and^ by my soul, 
when I see them hanging on each other^s neck, 
I wish I could say as much for the son.^ 

** But how is it— how can it be ?^ said the Pro- 
vost ; *^ we always called the old man Mertoun^ 
and the young, Cleveland, and now it seems they 
are both named Vaughan.^ 

** Vaughan,^ answered Magnus, ^< is a name 
which I have some reason to remember ; and, 
from what I have lately heard from my cousin 
Noma, that old man has a right to bear it.^ 

<^ And, I trust, the young man also,^ said the 
Captain, who had been looking over a memoran*. 
dum. ^^ Listen to me a moment,^ added he, ad- 
dressing the younger Vaughan, whom we have 
hitherto called Cleveland. ^^ Hark you, sir, your 
name is said to be Clement Vaughan — are you 
the same, who, then a mere boy, commanded a 
party of rovers, who, about eight or nine years 
ego, pillaged a Spanish village called Quempoa, 
on the Spanish Main, with the purpose of seizing 
some treasure ?^ 

** It will avail me nothing to deny it,'* answer- 
ed the prisoner. 
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** No/' said Captidn Weatherport, " but it 
may do you service to admit it Well, the mule^ 
teers escaped with the treasure, while you were 
engaged in protecting, at the hazard of your own 
life, the honour of two Spanish ladies against the 
brutality of your followers. Do you remember 
any thing of this ?'^ ^ 

<< I am sure I do,^ said Jack Bunce ; ^^ for our 
Captain here was marooned for his gallantry, and 
I narrowly escaped flogging and pickling for ha>- 
ving taken his part^ 

** When these points are established,^ said Cap- 
tain Weatherport, ^^ Vaughan^s life is safe— the 
women he saved were persons of quality, daugh- 
ters to the governor of the province, and appli- 
cation was long since made, by the grateful Spa« 
niard, to our government, for favour to be shewn 
to their preserver. I had special orders about 
Clement Vaughan, when I had a commission for 
cruizing upon the pirates, in the West Indies, 
six or seven years sdnce. But Vaughan was gone 
then as a name amongst them ; and I heard 
enough of Cleveland in his room. However, 
Captain, be you Cleveland or Vaughan, 1 think 
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I can assure jou a free pardon when you arrive 
in LoDdon.** 

Clcyeland bowed, and the Uood mounted to his 
face. Mertoun fell on his knees, and exhausted 
himself in thanluj^nng to Heaven. They wore 
removed, amidst the qrmpathixing sobs of the 
spectators. 

<< And now, good Master Lieutenant, what 
have JOU got to say for yourself,^ said Captain 
Weatherport to the cidevant Boscitts. 

** Why, little or nothing, please your hon€>ur ; 
only that I wish your honour could find my name 
in that book of mercy you have in your hand ; 
for I stood by Captain Clement Vaughan in that 
Quempoa business.^ 

^ You call yourself Frederick Altamont ?^ said 
Captiun Weatherport *^ I can see no such nune 
here; one John Bonne, or Bunce, the lady put 
on her tablets.^ 

** Why, that is me— *that is I my9elf» Captiun 
-->I can prove it; and I am determined, though 
tlie sound be something plebmn, rather to live 
Jack Bunce, than to hang as Frederick Alta* 
mont^ 
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** In that case,^ said the Captain^ ** I can giVe 
you some hopes as John Bunce.^ 

<^ Thank your noble worship^^ shouted Biince; 
then changing bis tone, he said, *^ Ah, since an 
alias has such tirtue, poor Dick Fletcher might 
have come off as Timothy Tugmutton ; but bow-^ 
soradever, d'^ye iee, to use his own phrase— -^^'** 

*^ Away witb the Lieiiten«it,^ said the Cap^ 
Cun, ^^ and bring forward Gate and the other 
fellows ; there will be fopes reered for some of 
them, I think.^ And this prediction promised Ui 
be amply fulfilled, so stroog was the proof whidi 
was brought against thenu 

The Halcyon was acccmiUngly ordered round 
to carry the whole prisoners to London, for 
which she set sail in the course of two days* 

During the time that the unfortunate Clere-ii 
land remained at Eirkwall, he was treated with 
diviUty by the Captain of the Halcyon ; and the 
kindness of his old acquaintance, Magnus Troii^ 
who knew in secret how closely he was allied to 
his blood, pressed on him accommodations at 
every kind, more than he could be prevailed on 
to accept. 
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Noma, n^bose interest in the unhappy prisons: 
was still more deep, was at this time unaUe to ex- 
press it. The sexton had found her lying on the 
pavement in a swoon, and when she recovered, 
her mind for the time had totally lost its equipoise, 
and it became necessary to place her under the 
restraint of watchful attendants* 

Of the asters of Burgh Westra, Cleveland only 
heard that they remiuned ill, in consequence of 
the fright to which they had been subjected, un- 
til the evening before the Halcyon sailed, when 
he received, by a private conveyance, the follow- 
ing billet : — " Farewell, Cleveland — ^we part for 
ever, and it is right that we should — Be virtuous 
and be happy. The delusions which a solitary 
education and limited acquaintance with the mo- 
dem world had spread around me, are gone and 
dis«pated for ever. But in you, I am sure, I 
have been thus far free from error—- that you are 
one to whom good is naturally more attractive 
than evil, and whom only necesinty, example, 
and habit, have forced into your late courl^e of 
life. Think of me as one who no longer exists, 
unless you should become as much the object 
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of general praise, as now of general reproach ; 
and then think of me as one who will rejoice 
in your reviving fame, though she must never 
see you more !''— The note was signed M. T.; 
and Cleveland, with a deep emotion which he 
testified even by tears, read it an hundred times 
over, and then clasped it to his bosom. 

Mordaunt Mertoun heard by letter from his 
father, but in a very different style*. Basil bade 
him farewell for ever, and acquitted him hence- 
forward from the duties of a son, as one on whom 
he, notwithstanding the exertions of many years, 
had found himself luiable to bestow the affections 
of a parent. The letter informed him of a recess in 
the old house of Jarlshof, in which the writer had 
deposited a considerable quantity of specie and 
of treasure, which he desired Mordaunt to use as 
his own. " You need not fear," the letter bore, 
'^ either that you lay yourself under obligation 
to me, or that you are sharing the spoils of pira- 
cy. What is now given over to you, is almost 
entirely the property of your deceased mother, 
Louisa Gonzago, and is yours by every right* 
Let us forgive each other," was the conclusion, 
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^ as they who must meet no inoce.^— *And they 
Mver tnet mope ; finr the elder Merfcoun, against 
whom no charge was ever preferred^ disappeared 
after the ikte of Clerdand was detennined, and 
was g^tirally bdieted to have retired into a 
loreign convent* 

The fate of Clerdand will be most briefly ex*, 
presfled in a letter wliiek Minna recaved within 
two months after ibb Haleycm left SrkwalL 
The family were dien assembled at Buigh^ 
WestrS) and Mordaunt was a member oif it for 
the time, the good Udaller tlmddng he oould 
never suffidently repay the activity which he 
had shewn in the defence of hb daughters. Nor« 
na, then beginning to recover from her tempos 
rary alienation of mind, was a guest in the fa^ 
mlly, and Minna, who was sedulous in her at- 
tention upon this unfortunate victim of mental 
delunooy was seated with her, watching eachr 
symptom of retulrning reason, when the letter' 
we allude to was placed in her hands. 

*' Minna,"" it suoi — << dearest Minna !«Jare. 
well, and for ever. BeUeve me, I never meant 
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you wrong — ^never. From the moment I came 
to know you, I xesolved to detach myself from 
my hateful comrades, and had framed a thou- 
sand schemes, which have proved as vain as they 
deserved to be-— for why, or how, should the fate 
of one so lovely, pure, and innocent, be involved 
with that of one so guilty ?^0f these dreams I 
will speak no more* The stern reality of my si- 
tuation is much milder than I either expected or 
deserved; and the little good I did has out- 
weighedy in the. minds of honourable and merci- 
ful judges, much that was evil and criminal. I 
have not only been exempted from the ignomi- 
nious death to which several of my compeers are 
sentenced; but Captain Weatherport, about once 
more to sail for the Spanish Main, under the ap- 
prehension of an immediate war with that coun- 
try, has generously solicited and obtained permis- 
^on to employ me, and two of tiiree more of my 
less guilty associates, in the same service—^ mea- 
sure recommended to himself by his own gene- 
rous compassion, and to others by our knowledge 
of the coast, and of local circumstances, which, 
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bj whataoeTer means acquired, we now hope to 
use for the service of our country. Minna, you 
will hear my name pronounced with honour, or 
you will never hear it again. If virtue can give 
happiness, I need not wish it to you, for it is 
yours already.'— vFarewdl, Minna.*^ 

Minna wept so bitterly over this letter, that 
it attracted the attention of the convalescent 
Noma. She snatched it from the hand of her 
kinswoman, and read it over at first with the con- 
fused sir of one to whom it conveyed no intelli-- 
gence-^then with a dawn of recollection — then 
with a burst of mingled joy and grief, in which 
she dropped it from her hand. Minna snatched 
it up, and retired with her treasure to her own 
apartment. 

From that time Noma appeared to assume a 
different character. Her dress was changed to 
one of a more simple and less imposing charac- 
ter. Her dwarf was dismissed, with ample pro- 
vinon for his future comfort. She shewed no de- 
sire of resuming her erratick life ; and directed 
her observatory, as it might be called^ on Fitful- 
head, to be dismantled. She refused the name of 
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Norpa, and would only be addressed by her real 
appellation of UUa Troil. But the most import- 
ant change remained behind. Formerly, from the 
dreadful dictates of spiritual despsdr, arising out 
of the circumstances of her father^^ death, she 
seemed to hare considered herself as an outcast 
from divine grace ; besides, that, enveloped in the 
vain occult sciences which she pretended to prac- 
tise, her study, like that of Chaucer^s physician, 
had been '^ but little in the Bible.*" Now, the sa- 
cred volume wasseldomlaid aside; and, to the poor 
ignorant people who came as formerly to invoke 
her power over the elements, she only replied**— 
" The winds are in the hollow of His hcmd!^*^ 
Her conversion was not, perhaps, altogether ra- 
tional ; for this, the state of a mind disordered 
by such a complication of horrid incidents, proba- 
bly prevented. But it seemed to be mdcere, and 
was certainly useful. She appeared deeply to 
repent of her former presumptuous attempts to 
interfere with the course of human events, supes- 
intended as they are by far higher powers, and 
expressed bitter compunction when such her for- 
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mar pretensioiis were in any manner recalled to 
her memory. She still shewed a partiality to 
Mordaunt, though, perhaps, arising chiefly from 
habit ; nor was it easy to know how much or how- 
little she remembered of the complicated events 
in which she had been connected. When she 
died, which was about four years after the events 
we have commemorated, it was found that at the 
special and earnest request of Minna Troil, she 
had conveyed her very considerable property to 
Brenda. A clause in her will specially directed, 
that all the books, implements of her laboratory, 
andother thingsconnected with her former studies, 
should be committed to the flames. 

About two years before Nomad's death, Brenda 
was wedded to Mordaunt Mertoun. It was some 
time before old Magnus TrotI, with all his affec- 
tion for his daughter, and all his partiality for 
Mordaunt, was able frankly to reconcile himself 
to this match. But Mordaunf s accomplishments 
were peculiarly to the Udaller^s taste, and the old 
man felt the impossibility of supplying his place in 
his family so absolutely, that at length his Norse 
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Uood gave way to the natural feelings of the 
heart, and he comforted his pride while he looked 
around him, and saw what he considered as the 
encroachments of the Scottish gentry upon thk 
couKTBr, (so Zetland is fondly termed by its in. 
habitants,) that as well '^ his daughter married 
the son of an English pirate, as of a Scottish 
thief,^ in scornful allusion to the Highland and 
Border families, to whom Zetland owes many re- 
spectable landholders ; but-whose ancestors were 
generally esteemed more renowned for ancient 
family and high courage, than for accurately re- 
garding the trifling distinctions of Meum and 
Tuum. The jovial old man lived to the extre- 
mity of human life, with the happy prospect of a 
numerous succession in the family of his younger 
daughter ; and having his board cheered alter- 
nately by the minstrelsy of Claud Halcro, and 
enlightened by the lucubrations of Mr Triptole- 
mus Yellowley, who, laying aside his high pre- 
tensions^ was, when he became better acquainted 
with the manners of the islanders, and remcm- 
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bered the various misadventures whidi had aU 
tended his premature attempts at refcNrmation, 
an honest and useful representative of bis prin- 
cipal) and never so happy as when he could escape 
from the spare commons of his sister Barbara, to 
the genial table of the Udaller. Barbara'^s tem- 
per also was much softened by the unexpected 
restoration of the horn of ^Iver coins, (the pro- 
perty of Noma,) which she had concealed in the 
mansion of old Stourburgb, for achieving some of 
her mysterious plans, but which she now restored 
to those by whom it had been accidentally disco^ 
▼ered^ with an intimation, however, that it would 
again disaiqpear unless a reasonable portion was 
expended on the sustenance of the family ; a pre- 
caution to which Tronda Dronsdaughter, (pro- 
bably an agent of Noma\) owed her escape from 
a slow and wasting death by inanition, 

Mordaunt and Brenda were as happy as our 
mortal condition permits us to be* They admi- 
red and loved each other— -enjoyed easy circum- 
stances—had duties to discharge which they did 
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not neglect ; and^ clear in conscience as light of 
heart, laughed, sung, danced^ dafied the world 
aside, and bid it pass. 

But Minna— the high and imaginative Minna 
-H»he, gifted with such depth of feeling and en- 
thusiasm, yet doomed to see both blighted in early 
youth, because, with the inexperience of a dispo- 
snUon equally romantic and ignorant, shehad built 
the fabric of her happiness on a quicksand instead 
of a rock, — ^was she^ could she be happy? Reader, 
she W€L8 happy ; for, whatever may be alleged to 
the contrary by the sceptic and the scomer, to each 
duty performed there is assigned a degree of men* 
tal peace and high consciousness of honourable 
exertion,corresponding to the difficulty of the task 
accomplished. That rest of the body which sue* 
ceeds to hard and industrious toil, is not to becora- 
pared to the repose which the spirit enjoys un- 
der similar circumstances. Her rerignation, how- 
ever, and the constant attention which she paid to 
her father, her sister, the afflicted Noma, and to 
all who had claims on her, were neither Minna^s 
sole nor her most precious source of comfort 
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Like Norna, but under a mare regulated judg- 
ment, she learned to exchange the vi^ons of wild 
enthusiasm which had exerted and misled her 
imaginadony for a truer and purer connection with 
the world beyond us, than could be learned from 
the sagas of heathen bards, or the visions of later 
rhymers. To this she owed the support by which 
she was enabled, after yarious accounts of the ho- 
nourable and gallant conductof Cleveland, to read 
with resignation, and even with a sense of comfort, 
mingled with sorrow, that he had at length fallen, 
kading the way in a gallant and honourable en- 
terprize, which was successfully accomplished by 
those followers, to whom his determined bravery 
had opened the road. Bunce, his fantastic fol- 
lower in good, as formerly in evil, transmitted an 
account to Minna of this melancholy event, in 
terms which shewed, that though his head was 
weak, his heart had not been utterly corrupted 
by the lawless life which he for some time led, or 
at least that it had been amended by the change ; 
and that he himself had gained credit and pro- 
motion in the same action, seemed to be of little 
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consequence to bim, compared with the loss of his 
old captain isind conuude.* Minna read the Intel* 
lijgence, and thanked heaven, even while the eyes 
which she lifted up were streaming with tears, 
that the death of Cleveland had been iti the bed 
of honour ; nay she even had the courage to add 
her gratitude, that he had been snatched from a 
situation of temptation ere circumstances had 
overcome liis new-bonir virtue; and so stitongly 
did this reflection operate, that her life, after the 
immediate pain of this event had passed awaj^ 
seemed not only as resigned, biit even more cheer- 
ful than before* Her thoughts, however, were 
detached from the world, and only visited it, with 
an interest like that which guardian angels take 
for theu* charge, in behalf of those friends with 


* We have been able to lean) nothing with certainty of 
Bunce's fate ; but our friend Dr Dryasdust believes he may 
be identified with an old gentleman^ who^ in the beginning 
of the reign of George I. attended the Bose Coffee-house 
regularly^ went to the theatre every nighty told merdlessly 
long stories about the Spanish Main^ controlled reckon- 
ings^ and bullied waiters^ and Was generally known by the 
name of Captam Bounce. 
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whom she Ikred in love, or of the poor whom she 
oould serve and comfort Thus passed her life, en- 
joying, from all who approached her, an affection 
enhanced by reverence ; insomudi, that when her 
friends sorrowed for her death, which arrived at a 
late period of her existence, they were comforted 
.by the fond reflection, that the humanity which 
she dien laid down, was the only circumstance 
which had placed her, in the words of Scripture, 
<^ a little lower than the angels !^ 
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